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This research aims to pathologize the propaganda of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the main
question of the research is: What are the harms of the propaganda of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly elections in the Islamic Republic of Iran?
The research method used is descriptive-analytical. In this research, twenty
experts and specialists in the field of elections and advertising were
interviewed using the purposive sampling method until theoretical
satiation. A questionnaire was prepared from the harms identified in the
interviews and distributed among 130 people, and the data and information
collected were carefully processed using SPSS software. The research
findings show that personal-financial harms are among the variables that
affect the reduction in the quality of election advertising. Also, the findings
have confirmed the impact of individual-non-financial harms and group-
security harms on the quality of election advertising.
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Introduction

Elections are considered one of the fundamental pillars of democratic systems. They
serve not only as a means for selecting representatives, but also as a crucial socio-
political process that strengthens democracy and enhances citizen participation. Electoral
campaigning is a key component of the election process and plays a significant role in
shaping public opinion, informing voters, and influencing electoral outcomes. Campaign
advertisements enable candidates to present their plans, goals, and viewpoints to the
electorate. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze and identify the shortcomings of
parliamentary election campaigning in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Methodology

This study is applied-developmental and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
methodology. A mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative) was employed to
support the reasoning and analysis of the findings. In the first phase, relevant data were
gathered through expert interviews and subsequently analyzed using content analysis to
extract key categories. In the second part, the questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS
software.

Discussion

Political advertising is a form of communication aimed at influencing the attitudes of a
group or audience in alignment with the position and objectives of the political promoter.
Unlike the provision of impartial information, propaganda—in its most fundamental
sense—involves the dissemination of information with the explicit aim of shaping
audience perceptions in a particular direction. Political advertising is consciously and
purposefully designed to achieve specific goals and is often accompanied by both overt
and covert strategies. These strategies, which are tailored to suit the target audience and
its diversity, play a crucial role in determining the tools and methods employed in
political campaigns. In the realm of political advertising, local culture can play a
particularly influential role, given its alignment with audience needs and expectations.
Globally, political advertising employs a variety of techniques and methods, which are
selected based on a country's specific context, the objectives of policymakers and
advertisers, and the nature of the target audience. Among the most prominent techniques
are psychological warfare and the use of rumors. One of the most significant domains of
political advertising is electoral campaigning, often referred to as electoral competition.
These forms of advertising have gained increasing prominence in parallel with the global
spread of democratic political systems. This is largely due to the foundational assumption
of democracies that free elections and open electoral competition must exist. From this
perspective, one of the most essential functions of political advertising during election
periods is its contribution to the realization of meritocracy. By emphasizing its
informative role, electoral advertising supports the selection of competent and effective
individuals, facilitating their access to positions of power within the political system, and
thereby significantly advancing the democratic process.

Conclusion
The findings of the study indicate that the electoral advertising practices associated with
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis) elections-considered one of the most
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significant elections in Iran-are subject to various forms of harm. These can be classified
into two main categories: individual (financial and non-financial) and group (including
security-related) damages. In the domain of individual financial harm, the most critical
issues include: excessive campaign spending, bribery, inefficient and redundant
expenditures, exorbitant advertising costs, overuse of posters and leaflets, and a lack of
planning for the effective allocation of resources. With regard to individual non-financial
harm, the key concerns are: unsubstantiated slogans, inappropriate advertising strategies,
and character attacks on opponents, misuse of popular public figures, baseless promises,
hostile debates, and personal conflicts between candidates. Group-related harms
encompass: inappropriate timing and location of campaign activities, campaigning in
unauthorized places, disruptive campaign parades, use of public/state resources for
advertising purposes, deployment of unsuitable promotional tools (e.g., loudspeakers),
and campaigning outside the legally permitted period. In terms of group-level security
threats, major concerns include: inciting emotional reactions among supporters,
conducting illegal partisan activities, provoking supporters to discredit rival candidates,
organizing unauthorized gatherings in public spaces, and the use of threats or
intimidation tactics.
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