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Introduction

Conflict and competition for “power building” in revolutionary systems are inevitable,
but presenting a documented narrative of it is vital to prevent distortion, transformation,
and transmission of the revolutionary identity to future generations. The fundamental
question is: what are the Grand narratives of power building in the first decade of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, as one of the most effective revolutions in the world, and
what is the correct narrative? The hypothesis of the present study is that there are two
Grand narratives of secular discourse and Islamic Revolution, and so far, no
comprehensive research, with a adaptive and comparative approach, has examined and
evaluated the sociological narrative of power construction from the perspective of these
two discourses.

Methodology

Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research has examined the multi-level
construction of power in the first decade of the revolution. It has compared and
contrasted the secular discourse and the Islamic Revolution in five axes (nature and
origin, ideology and discourse, approach and method, motivation and goal, and social
base) in authentic historical documents.

Discussion

The secular discourse has considered the Islamic Revolution to be the result of equal
participation of political movements that were eliminated by the Islamic fundamentalist
movement through populist tactics and mass mobilization. However, the Islamic
Revolution Discourse believes that despite the theoretical conflict of these movements
with the central idea of the Islamic Revolution and their lack of effective participation in
its victory, they were given the opportunity to compete freely to gain the highest
positions of power, but their own mistakes and the people's choice put them aside. Multi-
level comparison and adaptation of these two claims in reliable historical documents
proves the correct narrative: First; Political parties had a secular and anti-religious nature
and did not emerge from within the social context, but were imposed on Iranian society
in a command manner by foreign colonialism or internal tyranny. However, the Imam's
movement, by raising public awareness on the axis of monotheism and organizing
mosques and seminaries, led to public mobilization and revolution. (Nature and Origin)
Second; Parties, often under the influence of Marxist and liberal ideologies, tended to
eliminate religion and religious institutions and establish parliamentary democracy.
However, the forces of the revolutionary discourse considered governance based on the
authority of the jurist as the only model for the transcendence of man and society.
(Ideology and Discourse) Third; The revolutionary discourse did not seek socialist and
armed violence, nor did it yield to liberal and elite commitment. Rather, by focusing on
the awakening of human nature, it centered on the participation of all strata in
determining political destiny. (Approach and Method) Fourthly; While political
movements were mainly seeking to gain power and wealth, the goal of the Imam's
movement was to guide and lead society based on monotheism. (Motivation and Goal)
Fifthly; Unlike political movements that did not have a social body and were based on
elitist principles, the revolutionary discourse achieved victory with the popular
movement and their widespread support. (Social Base)
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Conclusion

The research findings show that the construction of power in the first decade of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran was based on religion and was formed with the leadership and
participation of Islamic groups and public mobilization. However, despite their secular
and anti-religious nature, political movements were either closed down or did not play a
central role in the revolution. However, the Imam and the revolutionary discourse
provided a basis for free competition for them. Ultimately, by betraying these movements
and selling divine ideals and popular demands to colonial powers, the will of the people
removed them from the cycle of power and politics, and the construction of power was
formed from the people and the Sharia
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