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Conflict and competition for power construction in revolutionary systems
are inevitable, but presenting an accurate and documented narrative of this
process is vital to prevent distortion, transformation, and transmission of
the revolutionary identity to subsequent generations. Now the fundamental
question is: what are the macro narratives of power construction in the first
decade of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and what is the correct narrative?
This article, in response to this, uses a descriptive-analytical method to
conduct a multi-level analysis of the two macro-narratives of the secular
discourse and the Islamic Revolution in five axes (nature and origin,
ideology and discourse, approach and method, motivation and goal, and
social base) and attempts to compare and contrast them in the light of
documentary evidence. The secular discourse of the revolution has
considered the result of equal participation of political movements that
were eliminated by the populist tactics and mass mobilization of the
Islamic fundamentalist movement; but the discourse of the Islamic
revolution believes that despite the theoretical contradiction and practical
confrontation and the opportunity for free competition for power, they
were eliminated by the people's choice.
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Introduction
Conflict and competition for
but presenting a documented narrative of it is vital to prevent distortion, transformation,
and transmission of the revolutionary identity to future generations. The fundamental
question is: what are the Grand narratives of power building in the first decade of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, as one of the most effective revolutions in the world, and
what is the correct narrative? The hypothesis of the present study is that there are two
Grand narratives of secular discourse and Islamic Revolution, and so far, no
comprehensive research, with a adaptive and comparative approach, has examined and
evaluated the sociological narrative of power construction from the perspective of these
two discourses.

Methodology
Using a descriptive-analytical method, this research has examined the multi-level
construction of power in the first decade of the revolution. It has compared and
contrasted the secular discourse and the Islamic Revolution in five axes (nature and
origin, ideology and discourse, approach and method, motivation and goal, and social
base) in authentic historical documents.

Discussion
The secular discourse has considered the Islamic Revolution to be the result of equal
participation of political movements that were eliminated by the Islamic fundamentalist
movement through populist tactics and mass mobilization. However, the Islamic
Revolution Discourse believes that despite the theoretical conflict of these movements
with the central idea of the Islamic Revolution and their lack of effective participation in
its victory, they were given the opportunity to compete freely to gain the highest
positions of power, but their own mistakes and the people's choice put them aside. Multi-
level comparison and adaptation of these two claims in reliable historical documents
proves the correct narrative: First; Political parties had a secular and anti-religious nature
and did not emerge from within the social context, but were imposed on Iranian society
in a command manner by foreign colonialism or internal tyranny. However, the Imam's
movement, by raising public awareness on the axis of monotheism and organizing
mosques and seminaries, led to public mobilization and revolution. (Nature and Origin)
Second; Parties, often under the influence of Marxist and liberal ideologies, tended to
eliminate religion and religious institutions and establish parliamentary democracy.
However, the forces of the revolutionary discourse considered governance based on the
authority of the jurist as the only model for the transcendence of man and society.
(Ideology and Discourse) Third; The revolutionary discourse did not seek socialist and
armed violence, nor did it yield to liberal and elite commitment. Rather, by focusing on
the awakening of human nature, it centered on the participation of all strata in
determining political destiny. (Approach and Method) Fourthly; While political
movements were mainly seeking to gain power and wealth, the goal of the Imam's
movement was to guide and lead society based on monotheism. (Motivation and Goal)
Fifthly; Unlike political movements that did not have a social body and were based on
elitist principles, the revolutionary discourse achieved victory with the popular
movement and their widespread support. (Social Base)
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Conclusion
The research findings show that the construction of power in the first decade of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran was based on religion and was formed with the leadership and
participation of Islamic groups and public mobilization. However, despite their secular
and anti-religious nature, political movements were either closed down or did not play a
central role in the revolution. However, the Imam and the revolutionary discourse
provided a basis for free competition for them. Ultimately, by betraying these movements
and selling divine ideals and popular demands to colonial powers, the will of the people
removed them from the cycle of power and politics, and the construction of power was
formed from the people and the Sharia

References
A Group of Writers (2009). The Mojahedin-e-Khalq Organization; Origin to End
(1965-1967). Tehran: Institute of Political Studies and Research.
Abrahamian, Yorvan (2005). Radical Islam of the Iranian Mujahideen. Translated by
Farhad Mahdavi. Electronic version. 106.
Abrahamian, Yorvan (2009). Iran Between Two Revolutions. Translated by Ahmad
Golmohammadi and Mohammad Ebrahim Fattahi. Tehran: Nei Publishing.
Afshar, Iraj (1980). New Papers of Constitutionalism and the Role of Taqizadeh;
Related to the Years 1325-1330 AH. Tehran: Badragh Javidan Publication.
Aghabakshi, Ali and Afshari-Rad, Minoo (2004). Dictionary of Political Sciences.
Sixth edition. Tehran: Iranian Information and Scientific Documentation Center.
Akhavan Kazemi, Bahram (2009). Causes of the Inefficiency of Political Parties in
Iran. Tehran: Islamic Revolution Documents Center.
Asef, Reza (1988). Political Parties and Groups of Iran. Tehran: Information and
Security Research and College Publishing.
Ashouri, Dariush (1991). Political Encyclopedia. Tehran: Suhrawardi. marvarid.
Bashirieh, Hossein (2002). An Introduction to the Political Sociology of Iran during the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Tehran: Negah Moasar Institute.
Brier, Keller and Pierre Blanchet (1979). Iran; Revolution in the Name of God.
Translated by Qasem Sanavi. Tehran: Sahab.
Center for the Study of Historical Documents, Ministry of Intelligence (2008). The
Islamic Revolution as Narrated by SAVAK Documents. Tehran: Ministry of
Intelligence. Center for the Study of Historical Documents.
Damavandi Kanari, Ali (2017). Study of the Power Struggle in the Structure of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. National Research Monthly. Vol. 2. No. 24. 143-155.
Darabi, Ali (2009). Political Flow in Iran. Tehran: Islamic Culture and Thought
Research Institute.
Darvishi, Farhad and Ramezani, Malihe (2009). Study of the Role of the Coalition of
Social Classes in the Victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Matin Research. No.
43, 75-96.
Dehkhoda, Ali Akbar (2000). Dictionary. Vol. 36. Tehran: Sirus.
Enayat, Hamid (1979). The Revolution in Iran 1979 (Religion as a Political Ideology).
Translated by Mina Montazer Lotf. Culture of Development. No. 44. 9-4.
Eskandari, Mohammad Hossein (2002). Anatomy of the Concept of Power.
Methodology of the Humanities. Vol 8. Issue 30. 50-29.
Etelaat Newspaper. September 18, 1979.



Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 21, Autumn 2024, No. 78 108

Eyouzi, Mohammad Rahim (1987). Political Sociology of the Opposition in Iran.
Tehran: Qoms.
Farsi, Jalal al-Din (1983). Revolution and Counter-Revolution. Tehran: Islamic
Republic Party Publications.
Fawzi Tuyserkani, Yahya (2005). Political and Social Developments after the Islamic
Revolution in Iran (1977-1981). Tehran: Institute for the Compilation and Publication
of Imam Khomeini's Works + Oruj Publications.
Fazeli, Ashraf al-Sadat et al. (1989). Survey of People's Attitudes Towards Political
Parties in Iran. Journal of Communication Research. 16th Year. No. 1. 155-135.
Foucault, Michel (1990). Iran, the Spirit of a Soulless World. Translated by Niko
Sarkhosh and Afshin Jahandideh. Tehran: Nei Publishing House.
Goshnizjani, Kamran and Hazeri, Ali Mohammad (1999). A Comparative Study of the
Impact of Political Opportunity Structures on the Outcome of Islamist Movements in
the Iranian and Egyptian Revolutions. Quarterly Journal of Political Studies of the
Islamic World. Year 9. No. 3. 121-97.
Graham, Robert (1980). IRAN; The Illusion of Power, St. Martin's Press, New York.
Hazari, Mohammad Ali (2000). The Development Process of the Ideology of the
Islamic Revolution. Matin Research Paper. No. 1. 113-114.
Institute for Political Studies and Research (1991). Politics and Organization of the
Tudeh Party from the Beginning to the Collapse. Vol. 1. Tehran: Institute for Political
Studies and Research.
Islamic Revolution Documents Center (1961). SAVAK Internal Intelligence Report.
Document No. 1033/316,20.
Islamic Revolution Literature Office (2008). Islamic Revolution Daily. Vol. 6. Tehran:
Islamic Propaganda Organization Artistic Center.
Jafarian, Rasoul (2007). Religious-Political Currents and Organizations of Iran (From
the Coming to Power of Mohammad Reza Shah to the Victory of the Islamic
Revolution 1941-1978). Qom: Historian Publications.
Jasbi, Abdullah (2008). Comprehensive Formation (A Review of a Decade of Islamic
Republic Party Activities). Vol. 1. Tehran: Islamic Azad University Scientific
Publishing Center.
Kayhan Newspaper. Issue 14400.
Khosropanah, Abdolhossein (2009). The Intellectual Flow of Contemporary Iran.
Tehran: Islamic New Wisdom Cultural Institute.
Manavi, Ahmad (2007). The Political Space of the First Decade of the Revolution.
Zamaneh Magazine. Vol. 66. pp. 69-65
Mesbah Yazdi, Mohammad Taqi (2018). The Islamic Revolution and Its Roots.
Compiled and Written by Qasim Shabannia. Qom: Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute Publications.
Mills, Sarah (2011). Michel Foucault. Translated by Dariush Nouri. Tehran: Markaz.
Mirsalim. Mostafa (2009). Cultural Flow after the Islamic Revolution of Iran (1978-
1981). Tehran: Baz Publishing.
Mohammadi, Manouchehr (1999). The Islamic Revolution; Background,
Consequences and Achievements. Tehran: Samt.
Motahari, Morteza (2015). Islamic Movements in the Last Hundred Years. Tehran:
Islamic Publications Office.
Mousavi Khomeini, Seyyed Ruhollah (1982). In Search of the Path from the Words of



109 Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 21, Autumn 2024, No. 78

the Imam; From the Statements and Declarations of Imam Khomeini+ from 1962 to
1982. Tehran: Amir Kabir.
Mousavi Khomeini, Seyyed Ruhollah (1982). Sahifeh Noor. Twenty-two volumes.
Tehran: Institute for Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini.+
Mousavi Khomeini, Seyyed Ruhollah (1993). Velayat Faqih. Tehran: Institute for the
Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's Works.+
Mousavi Khomeini, Seyyed Ruhollah (2006). Sahifeh Imam. Twenty-two volumes.
Tehran: Institute for the Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's Works.+
Muslim Students Following the Imam's Line. Documents of the American Spy Den
(2011). Eleven volumes. Tehran: Institute of Political Studies and Research.
Naqibzadeh, Ahmad (2008). An Introduction to Political Sociology. Tehran: Samat.
Nejati, Gholamreza (2000). Khatarer Bazargan. Tehran: Rasa Publishing.
Norouzi, Mohammad Javad (2014). Critique and Evaluation of Secularism in the
Islamic Republic. Qom: Islamic Science and Culture Research Institute.
Qaysari, Ali (1994). Iranian Intellectuals in the Twentieth Century. Translated by
Mohammad Dehghani. Tehran: Hermes Publishing Company.
Rafipour, Faramarz (2017). Development and Conflict; An Attempt to Analyze the
Islamic Revolution and Social Issues of Iran. Tehran: Publication Joint Stock
Company.
Razavi, Masoud (2018). Hashemi and the Revolution (Political History of Iran from
the Revolution to the War). Tehran: Hamshahri Publishing.
Rouhani, Seyyed Hamid (2008). Imam Khomeini's Movement. Tehran: Institute for the
Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's Works.
Rush, Michael (2012). Society and Politics; An Introduction to Political Sociology.
Translated by Manouchehr Sabouri. Tehran: Organization for the Study and
Compilation of University Humanities Books (SAMAT.(
Russell, Bertrand (2018). Power. Translated by Najaf Daryabandari. Tehran:
Kharazmi.
Sardarnia, Khalil-Allah (2014). Sociological Analysis of the Failure of
Institutionalization and Failure of Party Formation in Iran in the Last Century (From
1285 to the Present). Quarterly Journal of Historical Research. New Edition. Year 6.
No. 4. 56-34.
Shafieifar, Mohammad (1993). The Islamic Revolution; Nature, Backgrounds and
Consequences. Qom: Maarif Publishing.
Sheibani, Abbas (1999). National-Religious Struggles of the Last Half Century. Book
of Criticism. No. 13. 83-50
Soltani, Mojtaba (1988). Line of Compromise. Tehran: Islamic Propaganda
Organization.
Sullivan, William (1982). Mission in Iran. Translated by Mahmoud Mashreghi.
Tehran: Hafta Publishing.
Supreme Leader's Information Website, https://farsi.khamenei.ir.
The Holy Quran.
Weber, M. (1947). The Theory of Social and Economic Organization. trans. A. M.
Henderson, ed. T. Parsons, Free Press . New York.
Writers' Council (1987). Historical Events According to SAVAK Documents. Tehran:
Ministry of Intelligence. Historical Documents Review Center.



es.rashid.9114@gmail.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/21.78.105

https://doi.org/10.22034/21.78.105 DOI



es.rashid.9114@gmail.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/21.78.105

https://doi.org/10.22034/21.78.105 DOI





Weber, 1947: 152



1. Discourse.









Graham, 1980: 218











1. CIA.











https://farsi.khamenei.ir







60. Weber, M. (1947). The Theory of social and Economic Organisation. trans. A.
M. Henderson, ed. T. Parsons, Free Press New York.

61. Graham, Robert (1980). IRAN; The illusion of power, St. Martin's Press, New York.




