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Abstract Info Abstract
Article Type: In Shiite political jurisprudence, the legitimacy of the government has a
Research Article fundamental position. The legitimacy or illegitimacy of past governments

is very important in shaping Shiite political jurisprudence. Therefore, the
purpose of this article is to criticize the legitimacy of the Safavid
government and the theory of Shiite monarchy: Did the Safavid
government have legitimacy in Mohaqqiq Karaki's relations with Shah
Tahmaseb or not? The content analysis method has been used to answer
this question. In this study, by stating the argument of the legitimacy of the
Safavid government in Mohaqiq Karaki's relations with Shah Tahmaseb, it
has been criticized and, considering Mohaqqiq Karaki's theoretical
foundations, it has been proven that Karaki considers the government of
Shah Tahmaseb to be tyrannical and tyrant. Also, his practical conduct in
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era was during the period of Shah Tahmaseb's corruption.
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Introduction

In the political jurisprudence of Shia Islam, the legitimacy of governance holds a special
position. For this reason, Shia jurists throughout history have consistently emphasized the
issue of the legitimacy of governments and the basis for their legitimacy. Shia political
jurisprudence has always drawn from its historical heritage, making the study of the
legitimacy of past governments a priority. The Safavid era, as a period marked by the
collaboration of certain eminent Shia scholars with the ruling power, raises the question:
Did these scholars legitimize the monarchy of the Safavid kings through their
cooperation, or was this collaboration rooted in other motives? Some writings lean
toward the idea that scholars of this era legitimized Safavid rule by delegating
guardianship (Wilayah) to the Shah. Among all the scholars of this period, the
relationship between Muhaqqiq Karaki and Shah Tahmasp Safavi has been emphasized
most by proponents of the legitimacy of the “Shia King’s monarchy”.

Methodology

This study employs the method of explicit content analysis. First, through a meticulous
examination of historical documents and relevant jurisprudential sources, we gained an
understanding of their content. The collected data was then organized and categorized.
Documents related to each theme were grouped and analyzed in order of importance,
supplemented by other sources. By analyzing these documents, we derived conclusions
for each category.

Discussion

This research centers on the relationship between Muhaqqiq Karaki and Shah Tahmasp
to address the critical question: Did Muhaqqiq Karaki consider Shah Tahmasp’s rule
legitimate?

Proponents of the Safavid regime’s legitimacy argue that jurists, as holders of
guardianship (Wilayah) during the occultation, could delegate this authority to the Shah.
However, these proponents face a challenge: the issue of the Shah’s immorality (fisq) and
deviation from justice. To resolve this, they claim Shah Tahmasp performed a "sincere
repentance" (tawbat al-nasuh), thereby regaining justice, and that Muhaqqiq Karaki
subsequently delegated guardianship to him, rendering his rule religiously legitimate.
Delegating guardianship (Wilayah) to kings by jurists is deemed untenable in Shia
jurisprudence. First, the concept of "delegation of guardianship" has no basis in
jurisprudence. Second, even hypothetically, such delegation would require the jurist—the
primary holder of guardianship—to possess the authority to grant or revoke it. An
examination of Muhaqqiq Karaki’s relationship with the Safavid court reveals he had no
such authority, and no historical document supports the claim that he intended to delegate
guardianship .

Furthermore, the alleged repentance of Shah Tahmasp occurred after Muhaqqiq Karaki’s
death (or martyrdom), indicating that the obstacle of immorality (fisq) persisted during
Karaki’s lifetime. Additionally, in practice, Shah Tahmasp never remained faithful to his
repentance.

Conclusion
The study concludes that neither Muhaqqiq Karaki’s thought nor his actions provide any
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evidence legitimizing Safavid rule. Shia political theory has always grounded legitimacy
in the guardianship of the jurist (Wilayat al-Faqih). Throughout history, prior to the
Islamic Revolution and the establishment of the Islamic Republic, no government
possessed the same legitimacy as the Islamic Republic.
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