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Abstract Info Abstract
Article Type: This article seeks to understand the nature and quality of propagating the
Research Article religion of Islam in Ayatollah Khamenei's intellectual system. He assumes that

there is no difference between propagating the religion of Islam and the
teachings of the Islamic Revolution; because the goal of the Islamic Revolution
and the establishment of the Islamic Republic is to propagate religion as an
individual and social lifestyle, which is a serious criticism of Western
modernity and secular life. The main question of the article was formulated
based on the method of critical analysis of the discourse of Fairclough
(description, explanation, and interpretation): "What is Ayatollah Khamenei's
attitude towards propagating religion at the three levels of description,
explanation, and interpretation?" By addressing the seminary and students of
Islamic sciences, the Leader of the Islamic Revolution introduces them as the
main agents of propagating religion. The purpose of the article is to examine
2024.01.06 the approach to propagating religion as viewed by the Leader of the Revolution.
The method of collecting materials is librarian and documentary-based. The
article considers an excerpt from the speech of the Leader of the Revolution on
2024.05.22 21 Tir 1402 as the "selected text" for analyzing the discourse of propaganda.
The research findings show that the selected text is a complete, hopeful and at
the same time critical speech from a formal and content perspective, and by
describing the current situation and announcing the foundations and
effectiveness of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, it has a strategic
approach and seeks to be effective in the discourse. In this text, the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution criticized propaganda using traditional methods and
spoke of the necessity of adhering to new methods. Also, propaganda is
considered the most important role of the seminary and the Shiite clergy as
subjects of discourse that must be carried out based on correct understanding
and sufficient scientific research.
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Introduction

This study applies Norman Fairclough’s model of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to
examine the discourse of religious propagation (tabligh-e din) within the intellectual
framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, with a focus on his address to clerics and religious
propagators delivered on July 12, 2023. The research seeks to identify and analyze the
central paradigms of this discourse across three levels of analysis—description,
interpretation, and explanation—addressing both a theoretical gap in the application of
discourse analysis to contemporary religious thought and the practical challenges facing
religious propagation in the modern era. The guiding research question asks: What are
the core components of Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse on religious propagation, and
how can they be systematically examined through Fairclough’s three-dimensional
framework? The study hypothesizes that Khamenei’s discourse integrates revolutionary-
offensive elements—particularly in opposition to liberal democratic ideology—with
civilizational-guiding components, both rooted in the overarching imperative of
preserving the Islamic system. Employing a qualitative research design, the study draws
on 38 Persian and English sources and conducts a detailed textual analysis of the focal
speech.

Methodology

1) Description: Identification of key lexical items (e.g., tabligh, “Islamic system,” jihad),
dominant grammatical structures (particularly the use of imperatives), and recurring
metaphors such as “Inheritors of the Prophets” and the “battlefield of truth versus
falsehood”.

2) Interpretation: Exploration of ideological presuppositions and intertextual references,
including connections to Qur’anic verses, hadiths, and the political theology of Imam
Khomeini.

3) Explanation: Contextualization of the discourse within its broader socio-historical
setting, with attention to its implications for religious institutions and strategic
communication.

Discussion

Key findings reveal the frequent use of imperative forms (e.g., “must”), a pronounced
oppositional framing between the Islamic system and liberal democracy, and the
articulation of five core strategies: the cultivation of “jihadi” propagators, institutional
support for propagation, modernization of methods, youth engagement, and the
development of ideologically competitive content.

Conclusion

1) Theoretical: It introduces the concept of “civilizational-offensive propagation,” which
merges intra-religious guidance with outward-facing revolutionary messaging.

2) Methodological: It demonstrates the utility of Fairclough’s CDA framework in
unpacking the complex ideological layers of religious-political discourse.

3) Practical: It offers a strategic model for propagation-oriented institutions in the areas
of training, content production, and audience engagement.

Limitations include restricted access to unpublished materials and the absence of
comparative discourse analysis with other religious authorities. Future research may
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benefit from incorporating quantitative content analysis to complement the current
qualitative findings.
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