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The commentators, have agreement on this that, the addressees of the verses
19-35 of surah Anbia, are the polytheists and by this presupposition, dealt with
the verse: “and they said, Allah has been taken a child, Allah is glory, but they
(angels), are the honored servants”; nevertheless, they disagree about the
example of “honored servants”; most of the commentators, only know the
angels as its example, some others, in addition to that, have been mentioned the
divine chosen servants of its examples; so, they know its examples as: angels,
Jesus, ‘Ozair, or angels ,Jesus, ‘Ozayr and Ahlolbayt (a). meanwhile, some of
the commentary researchers, only know the divine chosen servants, as its sense;
therefore, its examples are: “the prophets and Ahlolbayt (a)”, and “Ahlolbayt”.
This examination, is necessary, because of resolving the disagreement of the
commentators and explaining the status of Ahlolbayt (a). in this research, tried
to examine the views of the commentators about the examples of “but they are
the honored servants” by descriptive-analytical method. In this regard, by
examining the context of the verses 19-35, these conclusions have been gained
that, firstly, the views of commentators, based on that, the angels are the
example of the sentence “but they are the honored servants” has not conformity
with the context of the verses. Secondly, the opinion that know the only
example of the sentence, is not a perfect view. Thirdly, concerning to the
sentence “this is the reminder of those who are with me and those who were
before me”, in the context of these verses, precedent prophets and Ahlolbayt
(a), are two examples of the honored servants of Allah.

The verse 26 of Anbiya, “But They are the honored servants”, the honored
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Introduction

Examination of the relationship of the verses, is one the ways of exegesis and determining
the examples of the verses that, through it, it could be achieved to the subtle and beautiful
points of Quran, because, the arrangement of the verses in the surahs in the Quran, has been
organized in wisely. This matter, is affirmed in the verse “and they said, the most Merciful
has been taken a child, glory be to Him, but they are the honored servants”. In this regard,
the commentators, have consensus, that the verses 19-35 of surah Anbiya, are about the
polytheists and refutation of their wrong beliefs by Allah; therefore, most of the clear
sighted ones, have been interpreted the verse “and they said, the most Merciful has been
taken a child” (Anbiya(21)/ verse 26) by this meaning that, the polytheists, were know the
angels as the daughters of Allah, then, Allah in denial of their opinion says “glory be to
Him, but they are the honored servants” (Anbiya (21)/ verse 26). Meanwhile, the exact
examination of the context of the verses 19-35 of this surah, and considering contextual
structure of these verses, prepare the possibility of another understanding from the sentence
“but they are the honored servants” (Anbiya (21)/ verse 26). The importance of this
examination is form that, even, the commentators, dealt with the commentary of the verse,
but, till now, it has been not seen any independent research which, handled with the special
and comprehensive examination of the sentence “but they are the honored servants” in the
context of surah Anbiya; therefore, this research, aims to resolve the disagreement of
commentators, and to explain the status of Ahlolbayt (a) in the Quran to fill this scientific
empty (lack of scientific explanation here). From this regard, this research, aims to answer
this fundamental question that, which group, are the addresses of the verses 19-35 of surah
Anbiya and the exact goal of the sentence “but they are the honored servants” in the verse
26 of this surah?

Methodology

This research, has been organized by descriptive-analytical method. Semantic
examination of key words, examination of the verses, exact considering to the context
and coherence of the verses and using the comparative exegesis, are the main tools of the
deduction. The research attitude, generally is Quranic one and only, in necessity cases, it
has been used from the traditions in minimal usage.

Main body

The axis of the differences among commentators in the interpretation of this verse, is
determination of the example of “the honored servants”. By examination of the view of
two groups, it has been clear that, the most of the commentators, know the angels as the
only example of “the honored servants”. For example, according the view of the author
of the commentary of al-Mizan: “the appearance of the context shows that, the
polytheists have been said that, the angels, are the children of Allah, therefore, the sense
of “the honored servants” are the angels. The author of the exemplary commentary as
well says that: “the verses under discussion, all of them are about the negation of being
the angels as children”.

Some of the commentary researchers, in addition to the angels, know the divine chosen
human, as a sense of the sentence under discussion, that these group, are the followers of
these examples: 1- angels, eminence Jesus (a), eminence ‘Ozayr (a). 2- angels, eminence
Jesus (a), eminence ‘Ozayr (a), and Ahlulbayt (a). as it is clear, the companions of this
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view, have been interpreted the verse, in general form, because, they say that the sentence
“but they are the honored servants” is in refutation of the claim of those groups that
believed in the child for Allah. Another group of the commentators as well, know the
divine chosen people, as the only sense of “but they are the honored servants” and have
been mentioned the following instances: 1- the precedent prophets and Ahlolbayt. 2-
Ahlolbayt (a).

In the explanation of the different views of the commentators about the verses under
discussion in the surah Anbiya, it should be indicated to the fundamental point; and that
is, even the most of the commentators, have been known the polytheists who claim the
children for Allah, the main addressees of these verses, but, they have been not so
success in removing the contradictions of this opinion in front of the context of the
verses. For example, many of the commentators, have been interpreted the word “gods”
in the verse “or did they take gods from the earth (could) give life? If there were gods in
both of them (the heavens and the earth), except Allah, both of them would be corrupted
so, glory be to Allah the Lord of the Throne from what they describe” (Anbiya (21)/
verses 21-22), as the idols (statues). While, this understanding, even, has not conformity
with the verses, but, has contradiction with the very commentators that believe that, the
mentioned verses have been revealed in denial of the belief of the polytheists which
claimed the children for Allah.

An evidence that could be referred to, for solution of this disagreement, and removing
this contradiction, and to achieve to this conclusion that the sense of the word “gods” in
these verses, are the divine messengers that some people claimed to be the God or His
children, is that, Allah in the verses 19 and 20 of surah Anbiya says that: “and for Him is
whoever is in the heavens and the earth and who do not be proud from His worshiping
and do not be exhausted, praise (Him) during the night and the day without being
exhausted” which means that, there are those who are in the heavens (angels) and those
who are in the earth (the messengers), who do not refuse to worship Allah and during the
night and the day. The, He separates them and says that, some of the people, take gods
from the earth for themselves “or did they take gods from the earth (could) give life?
(21), in other hand, Allah wants to make others know that, a group of people, have been
taken those who praise Me in the earth and are not proud to worship Me. In following, as
well for the refutation of their false claim, says: “but they are the honored servants, do not
proceed Him in speech while they act according His order” (26 and 27).

Conclusion

Against the famous view that know the angels, the only instance of the honored servants,
the findings of this research, by the examination of the analysis of the context of the
verses 19-35 of surah Anbiya, shows that, the angels are excluded from the example of
“the honored servants”; because, this view, encounters with structural and conceptual
challenges. As well, by focusing on the verse “this is the reminder of those who are with
me and those who were before me” (24), demonstrates that, about the context under
discussion, “who are with me”, could not have, general indication to the Muhammad’s
(a) community, but, to the special group with a status, equals to the precedent prophets.
In this regard, Quranic, historical and traditional evidences, show that, only the Ahlolbayt
(a), with Prophet (a) have been introduced in this level of spirituality. As well, traditional
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affirmations, from the infallible Imams “Leaders” in the commentary of the verse, reinforce
this understanding. Based on this, the commentary of “but they are the honored servants” as
the mutual description of precedent prophets and Ahlolbayt (a), not only with the context of
the verses, but even has more conformity with the general atmosphere of the surah.
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