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History of Moses (a) has been mentioned in several Surahs (chapters)
and from different aspects. In the verse 27 of Ta Ha, has been
mentioned the beginning of his mission and his invocation regarding
the elimination of his tongue knot. Believing in being the stutter of
Moses from the cause of Fuel and Gold during his childhood is an
Islaeli exegesis, because of (examining) its genealogy even to
commentaries of Jewish from Torah, Talmud and Midrash. According
to appearance of the verse, mentioning the stutter of his eminence,
arises a doubts about contradiction of physical defects with
prophethood status and causing to be failed to convey his message
(properly). This article by analytical descriptive method aims to make
the clear that whether this verse deducts the defect of Moses or not by
examining the commentaries of Two Sects. Some commentators had
mentioned some incorporeal causes for his stutter like: fear of coptic
ones, being Harun more eloquent than Moses; but most of them
according to the Jamrah tradition, have accepted the cause of physica
defect whether being congenitally or adventitious. This narration even
has problem in its chain, as well has contradiction with Quranic and
authentic tradition proofs. At least, it should be accepted that the his
stutter by his prayer had been removed and as well should be avoided
the doubt of continuous of that stutter for ever According to
commentary of the same verse based on above mentioned tradition.
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Introduction

The story of Moses (PBUH) is told in numerous surahs and sometimes from different
angles. In the twenty-seventh verse of Surah Taha and the verses before and after it,
Moses’ requests to God in the path of his mission and preaching to Pharaoh, and
especially his request to untie the knot and blockage of his tongue, are discussed. An
interpretive narration following this verse in Shiite and Sunni interpretive sources tells
a story of Moses’ childhood and putting charcoal in his mouth and then stutters.
Genealogy of the concept of the verse in question and the evidence related to its
interpretation means finding the origin of a phenomenon or topic in ancient sources
using clues or verba and spiritual similarities. According to the verse, Moses
stuttering speech raises suspicions that his physical defects were incompatible with his
position of prophethood and preaching. Therefore, discovering the correct perspective
in interpreting the aforementioned verse is necessary.

Research M ethod

In this article, by using the analytical descriptive method, an attempt has been made to
clarify the implication of the twenty-seventh verse of Surah Taha on Moses’ speech
defect or lack of it by examining important Shiite and Sunni interpretations. Hence,
most of the study has been done on the interpretative narration, which is named the
Jamrah narration in this article. Because most of the commentators’ views have been
formed on it. Also, some traces of this narration can be traced back to the Torah.

Discussion

Some do not consider stuttering, like some hateful diseases such as leprosy, to be
opposed to the missionary work of the prophets, and have accepted the apparent
meaning of the verse without justification. However, accepting such a perspective is
not acceptable due to the weakness of the chain of document and also the ambiguity
of the interpretative narration related to it, especially the issue of infallibility. One of
the other responses is the counter-response, which breaks the basis of the doubt by
bringing up the opposite case. Only one contradictory answer has been given by the
commentators, and that is the non-use of the letters Alif and Lam in the word “al-
O'gda”. In other words, if the word “al-O'gda” meant a defect and stuttering, it would
be better to say: “al-O'qda”, not in the form of a negation, as stated in the verse.
Others have mentioned non-physical reasons for Moses’ stuttering, Such as fear of
the Copts because of killing a Coptic man, and his tagiyyah and lack of clarity in his
stances, his obligation not to speak to the people because this is the language in
which he spoke to God. Also, such as the view that it is not a matter of stuttering and
that Aaron’s greater eloquence than Moses is due to his knowledge of the language
of the people of Israel. Also, some believe that the purpose is to advance people’s
understanding of the mission and the content conveyed by Moses. Therefore, some of
the views from among the other interpretative views mentioned in the text of the
article can be accepted.
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Conclusion

It seems that the best way to interpret the twenty-seventh verse of Surah Taha is to
consider the need for a more eloquent person in the process of prophethood, alongside
Moses (AS), who was himself eloquent; but he was not developed in the people of
Israel and was apparently less aware of the subtleties of their speech, such as allusions
and literary techniques, than Aaron (AS), who was born and raised among them, and to
consider the rational rule of sending messengers in the language of their people. Also,
the occurrence of stuttering and its miraculous removal due to Moses (AS) prayer can
also be accepted as another miracle of his prophethood
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4. Tigay, “Heavy of Mouth” and “Heavy of Tongue” on Moses Speech Difficulty, P. 59 - 60.
5. Midrash Rabba. Exodus Chap 1, Section 26, P. 12.
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