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The known “The verse of Purification” is the last part of the verse 33
of chapter Ahzab, and one of the Shiite proofs for proving the
infallibility and purity of Household of Holy Prophet (a). There are
different opinions about this part of verse like: being a cause,
independent in its revelation, and criticizing about the top and bottom
the verse which are because of being addressed the wives of Prophet
(a) at the top of the verse; and their examining is very important,
because of the relationship between the above mentioned views and the
meaning and the goal of “verse of Purification”. In this regard, in this
research it is tried to be mentioned an appropriate option by using the
rational and traditional proofs and contexts. The result of research
shows that, even the Verse of Purification has not conformity with the
beginning of the verse 33 of Ahzab, but gathering the Verse of
Purification with Verse of Qarar (beginning part of 33:33) had been
deliberately mentioned by Allah, for honoring, glorifying, removing
the suggestion of lack of Infallibility for Household of Prophet and
adaptation of two spiritual and material sphere of Household of
Prophet (a).
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Introduction

Proportion of speech components is one of the most important rational principles of
conversation used in the Quran. Accordingly, the verses and Chapters of the Quran are
proportional to each other. One of the verses that is controversial about its
proportionality is verse 33 of Surah Al-Ahzab, in which at the beginning of it, the
wives of the Prophet (PBUH) are addressed with the feminine pronoun "Kunna" and
the addressees below are people who are referred to by the apparent noun "Ahlul Bayt"
and the masculine pronoun "Kam". The reference from the wives of the Prophet
(PBUH) to the Ahlul Bayt in the aforementioned verse has caused commentators to
present different views on the proportionality of the beginning and the last part of it,
including: the lack of unity in the revelation of the beginning and the last part of the
verse, extension, reference, and the method of objection; therefore, in this article, an
attempt is made to criticize and examine different views on the proportionality of the
aforementioned verse, and to explain the method of objection and its purpose as the
selected view.

Research Method

In this research, the method of description and critical analysis of content has been
used. Accordingly, the different views and their evidences are evaluated using valid
rational and narrational evidences as well as the interpretive principles and rules
accepted by the commentators and the selected view is introduced.

ain Discussion

Three views have been put forward regarding the appropriateness of the verse of
purification: 1. Being the cause 2. Independence of revelation 3. Parenthesis; 1. Being
the cause: Accordingly, the verse of purification, which is located at the last part of
verse 33 of Surah Al-Ahzab, is a statement of the reason for the rulings presented in its
beginning, in other words, the ruling to stay at home, not to show off, to perform
prayers, etc. is because God removed impurity from the wives of the Prophet (PBUH)
and made them pure and clean.

2. Independence of revelation: Some believe that verse 33 of Al-Ahzab does not have a
unity of revelation and that, its beginning and its last part are independent in terms of
revelation and the Verse of Purification has been placed at the end of verse 33 of Al-
Ahzab by the ijtihad (trying and understanding) of the companions.

3. Parenthesis: Some believe that what is stated in the last part of verse 33 of Surah Al-
Ahzab, known as the Verse of Purification, is a parenthesis sentence that is included
among the verses related to the wives of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Allama Tabarsi
writes about this: “Anyone who knows the habits of eloquent speakers in speech will
not deny these cases; because eloquent speakers go from one address to another and
then return to the previous speech, and such cases are numerous in the Quran, Arab
speech, and their poems.The first view is opposed to the apparent features of the verse,
such as the context, tone, and different pronouns used at the beginning and end of the



37 O Commentary Studies, Vol. 15, Autumn 2024, No 59

verse, as well as to the rational implications and successive narrations, according to
which the wives of the Prophet (PBUH) are not included in the Purificatory Verse; the
second view is also inconsistent with some principles accepted by commentators, such
as the non-distortion of the Quran; being the purificatory verse as parenthesis sentence
is most consistent with the verse and is based on the behavior of scholars and the rules
of linguistics. The purpose of the parenthesis in the Purificatory Verse is to dispel the
illusion of lack of the infallibility of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and to demarcate them with
the wives of the Prophet (PBUH).

Research results

1. The apparent differences between the beginning and the end of verse 33 of Surah Al-
Ahzab, including the masculine pronoun versus the feminine pronoun, the tone of
obligation and threat versus the tone of respect and honor, the use of the plural noun
(boyutekonna) versus the singular noun (al-bayt), and also the opposition of this view
to the successive narrations and... shows that the perspective of being as a cause
regarding the proportionality of the Verse of Purification is not correct;

2. The perspective of the independence of the revelation of the Verse of Purification
does not negate the necessity of following the principle of proportionality in it, because
proportionality in the parts of speech is the way of rational ones; fragmentation and
dispersion in the revelation of the verses of the Quran also does not impair its
proportionality, because the principle of proportionality in speech, in addition to the
time of issuance, is also a condition of conversation at the time of its composition;
accepting the ijtihadic (trying by themselves and mentioning their view) composition
of the Quran also requires accepting distortion and is not correct.

3. The perspective of being as parenthesis is the best way to justify the proportionality
of the Verse of Purification and its goal is to dispel the illusion of lack of the
infallibility of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and to honor and sanctify them.
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