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Introduction: The development of sport for all means creating opportunities for
more people to participate in it and improving the achievements of this participation.
The purpose of this research was to identify and analyze the effective drivers on the
development of sport for all in Iraq using mutual influence analysis in a 10-year
horizon.

Methods: The research method was a mixed method in type of exploratory that in
terms of the objective was applied and was implemented in the content analysis
(examination of documents related to the research topic) and field (interview, expert
panel, and questionnaire). The statistical population of the research was made up of

26 June 2023 experts in the field of sport for all and foresight, who were selected through targeted
Accepted: and accessible sampling. Content analysis, interviews, and panel of experts were
Publishezdj(?r?lliﬁg 2024 conducted to determine the final drivers. Data collection was done based on a

28 ApriI.2025 questionnaire to perform m_utual mfIqence analysis. Also, mode was used to enter

the final data to be entered into the MicMac software.

Results The research results showed that 7 economic drivers, 8 social drivers, 8

cultural drivers, 8 political drivers, 7 legal drivers and 8 technological drivers play a
Keywords: role in the development of sport for all. However, only 8 drivers were determined as
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key drivers for the development of sport for all in Iraq.

Conclusion: Irag's sports managers and officials can provide the field for the growth
and development of sport for all in Iraq in the coming years in a 10-year horizon by
considering the identified ey drivers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sports for all is basically a philosophy and a message to
motivate people to participate in sports and other physical
activities. It is also a message for policymakers to use their
position to advance this movement and provide opportunities
for broad participation of people in sports (Beram & Semotiuk,
1991). Also, sport for all is a type of physical activity that
causes health, succulence and exhilaration by expending
physical energy, and it is possible for all people to participate
in it (Asefi et al., 2013). Such an approach requires growth and
development in any society, especially third-world societies,
in order to reach its transcendental and ultimate goals.
Development is the process of creating any change that leads
to tangible and sustainable progress, advancement, promotion,
evolution, expansion, growth and/or improvement (Astle,
1989). On the other hand, the development of sports is related
to participation and promoting the opportunities and benefits
of participation (Shilbury et al., 2008).

The development of sport for all means creating the
opportunity for more people to participate in it and promoting
and improving the achievements of this participation. Planning
for the development of sport for all is influenced by macro
trends, actions, events, and various elements that are often
associated with uncertainty and cannot be accurately
predicted. Therefore, decision-makers need to know the
possible future spaces and any system that wants to be
successful must define its goals by looking into the future and
examining all the complexities, and then determine how and
when to achieve those goals in this turbulent and constantly
changing environment (Nazari et al., 2019). In this case, the
identification of drivers affecting the future of sports can to
some extent identify different futures with different
possibilities (Shahvali Kohshouri et al., 1401).

Drivers are the forces of change in the system, the
understanding of which creates the active power and optimal
management of the studied system (Mohammedpour et al.,

Results

2019). Although extensive studies have been carried out in the
field of sport for all, attention to future-oriented planning has
been paid less attention (Nazari et al., 2019) and studies show
that there is no research about the foresight of sport for all in
Iraq. Therefore, according to the state of sport for all in Iraq
and the necessity of its growth and development in order to
achieve the desired future results, it is necessary to identify and
analyze the key drivers affecting the development of sport for
all in Irag, and in this way recommend for current and future
actions. Therefore, there was a research gap regarding sport
for all, especially in Iraq. Considering these cases, the main
question of this research is, what are the key drivers affecting
the development of sport for all in Iraq and what is their status?

Methods

The research method was a mixed method in type
ofexploratory, which was implemented in terms of the purpose
of the applied type and in the documentary (examination of
documents related to the research topic) and field (interview,
expert panel, and questionnaire). According to the nature of
the research, this research has used a combination of
prospective methods (review of sources, expert panel, and
cross-matrix analysis). 10 experts in the field of sport for all
and foresight were interviewed to advance the goals of the
research in its various stages. The sampling method in the
present research was purposeful and was implemented in
census. In addition to document analysis and the content of
interviews with experts in the field of sport for all and future
projections, the number of 46 primary drivers was identified.
After identifying the drivers, an expert panel was formed with
2 rounds consisting of 10 experts to determine the final drivers
to be included in the MicMac analysis. Finally, 30 drivers
remained in 6 areas. In the phase of cross-matrix analysis, a
questionnaire containing a 30*30 matrix was provided to the
experts and based on the instructions for completing this
matrix, the questionnaires were completed and collected. After
collection, the data was entered into the software and analyzed.
To enter the final data to enter the MicMac software, the
method of sampling was used, which is the best method for
gathering the opinions of experts in MicMac analysis
(Asgharpour, 2016).

Fig 1. Distribution of variables and its types



Fig 1 and the analysis made with using the MicMac software
shows the effects of 30 drivers effective on the development
of sport for all in Irag.

Table 1. Key influential drivers (direct and indirect)

Rank driver Direct influence  drivers Indirect influence
1 MS 417 MS 412
2 VS 401 VS 397
3 0s 391 0s 386
4 sD 380 LI 376
5 LI 380 sD 375
6 GR 375 GR 374
7 CA 370 SP 369
8 SP 364 CA 369

Table 1 shows the key drivers influencing the development of
sport for all in Iraq in terms of their direct and indirect
influences.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed 8 drivers of increasing
media support for the development of sports at the community
level (MS), the growth and expansion of the use of virtual and
internet space in the field of sports (VS), the support of high-
ranking officials and managers for the development of sport
for all (OS), recognition of sports as an effective factor in
sustainable development (SD), the legal involvement of
various organizations for the development of sport for all (LI),
the establishment of government laws and regulations
supporting sport for all (GR), changing people's beliefs and
attitudes towards sport for all and health-oriented sports (CA)
) and the increase of social programs encouraging sports
participation and personal health (SP) are considered as the
key drivers of the development of sport for all in Irag.
Therefore, the managers and officials of Iraqg, especially in the
field of sports, can take into account the drivers identified and
especially emphasize the key drivers identified in the current
research while knowing about the future, providing context of
the growth and development of sport for all in the Iraq country
in the coming years in a 10-year horizon.
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