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Development programs of Ford Foundation in Iran during Mohammadreza
Pahlavi (1332-1343)
Farhad Nam-Bradarshad'/Syed Mahmoud Sadat?/Milad Siraj?
Abstract
The special position of Iran in the Second World War, made this country a
bridge of victory for the Allies. The neighborhood with the communist Soviet
Union exposed Iran to the influence of communism and threatened American
interests in the Persian Gulf and the Middle East. There was a two-way desire in
the Western-oriented government of Pahlavi Il and America after the World
War, to provide American economic and political aid to Iran and capitalist
influence in Iran and the region, to counter the communist Soviet Union.
American foundations, including the Ford Foundation, entered the countries
under the influence of communism as soldiers of the combined and cultural wars
in the Cold War to propose various economic and social plans for the
development of third world countries and to prevent the influence of communism
in them. and implement. The problem of this research is to investigate the
activities of the Ford Foundation in Iran, the goals and results of the activities of
this foundation in Iran, as well as to investigate the relationship between the
policies and activities of this foundation and the foreign policy of the American
government in Iran, which with the descriptive-Analytical method and based on
documentary sources.
Based on the findings of this research, the plans and goals of the Ford
Foundation for the development of Iran in the economic dimension were
centered around social and rural development and self-sufficiency and the
development of Iran's agrarian economy, and in the political dimension, stability
through the expansion of democracy; If the main goal of the American
government in continuous financial aid to the Pahlavi regime is to rely on the
implementation of flashy and superficial projects, to transition from crises and
to attract the attention of the modern urban middle class to the Pahlavi regime
and to create stability from every It was a possible way and finally this
contradiction in the official policy of the American government and the goals of
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the Ford Foundation in Iran resulted in the withdrawal of this foundation from
Iran.

Keywords: Ford Foundation, influence of communism, rural development,
American foreign policy, Program Organization.
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