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Analytical Review of the Pahlavi Government’s Performance in
Conscription and Mandatory Military Service of the Bakhtiari Tribe
(1925-1941)

khodaBakhsh Ghorbanpour'/ Ali Akbar Jafari'

Abstract

The active presence of tribes and nomads in Iran’s political, social, and
economic developments is one of the most significant issues in lranian
history. Their role during the Pahlavi era, particularly under Reza Shah’s
policies, faced challenges that disrupted the livelihood of tribes and
nomads, placing them in a unique predicament. The Pahlavi government
engaged with tribes in three major projects: state-building, nation-
building, and modernization, aiming to shape a specific form of national
identity based on Western models. Conscription and mandatory military
service were part of Reza Shah’s broader efforts to centralize power and
promote nationalism. However, this policy faced resistance from various
segments of society, including the Bakhtiari tribe, who viewed it as a
violation of their rights and conflicting with their interests. Accordingly,
this study seeks to answer the following question: “What were the
challenges and consequences of conscription and mandatory military
service in the Bakhtiari tribe during the Pahlavi era?” The findings
indicate that the implementation of mandatory military service in the
Bakhtiari tribe posed significant human and cultural, natural and
geographical, as well as administrative and even financial challenges.
Although these issues slowed down and prolonged the enforcement of the
law among the Bakhtiari, the policy remained a priority for the
government until the end of Reza Shah’s reign. This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, relying on historical sources,
newspapers, and archival documents.

1. PhD candidate in Iranian Islamic History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
Isfahan University, Isfahan, Iran.

2. Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran (corresponding author)
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