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The Political and Social Contexts and Factors Influencing the
Formation of the Discourse of Struggle in the Views of Ayatollah
Hashemi Rafsanjani (1958-1979)

Amin SadeqiBakyani'/ Ebrahim Abbassi'/ Bahram Akhavankazemi®

Abstract

A new understanding of religion within the Qom seminary led to the
emergence of actors with distinct intellectual and practical approaches,
diverging from traditional clerical paradigms. This trend gained new
dimensions from the 1940s onward and, by the late 1950s and 1960s,
evolved into a confrontational stance against the Pahlavi regime,
embodied in the struggle led by Ayatollah Khomeini and the younger,
reformist faction of the seminary. This article seeks to establish a
connection between socio-political contexts and the conceptual and
ideological developments of the time, addressing the central research
question: “How did political and social contexts and factors influence
the formation of the discourse of struggle in Ayatollah Hashemi
Rafsanjani’s views?” The hypothesis posits that the emergence of any
social phenomenon is shaped by a series of contextual factors, social
conditions, and political events, and the discourse of struggle in
Rafsanjani’s thought was likewise the product of such historical and
structural influences, which this study aims to elucidate. The findings
indicate that Rafsanjani, operating within the epistemic framework of
his time, sought to transform unequal power relations. This objective
was articulated through the discourse of struggle in two distinct
phases—1959-1965 and 1965-1979—manifested in written and spoken
texts framed as political struggle, cultural struggle, and armed struggle.

Keywords: Hashemi Rafsanjani, political struggle, armed struggle,
cultural struggle.
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