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With the establishment of the Safavid state, the tribal regions
inhabited by the Ghilzais and Abdalis came under Safavid control,
which led to the exposure of their military units to the Qizilbash
military structure and combat tactics. Nevertheless, Afghan
detachments continued to emphasize their own distinctive
methods of warfare. Accordingly, this study aims to answer the
question: What combat strategies did Afghan military groups
employ during the interregnum of the Safavid Dynasty? Drawing
upon historical research methods and using primary historical
sources through a library-based approach, this study first describes
and categorizes the battle tactics used by Afghan and Qizilbash
forces and then analyzes their characteristics and the impact of
these tactics on military developments during the period in
question. Given the lack of comprehensive research on combat
strategies during the Afghan interregnum, the findings indicate
that Afghan forces placed particular emphasis on specific tactics
such as multi-pronged ambushes, sudden collective assaults, and
mass retreats. While these methods granted them short-term
victories, the eventual adoption of similar strategies by the
Qizilbash contributed to the defeat of the Ghilzai and Abdali
groups in the long run.
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