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Abstract

Migration has been a historical phenomenon along the
coasts of the Persian Gulf and was a common occurrence,
which primarily happened from the south to the north of
the region. However, over a period of approximately forty
years, the pattern of this population movement changed.
Accordingly, the main objective of the present study is to
examine the causes of migration and population
movement from the north to the south of the Persian Gulf
and the shift in migration patterns within this geographical
area during the historical period of 1901-1941. This study
relies on documentary sources and adopts an analytical
explanatory approach. The sources used were selected
based on their validity and reliability and were subjected
to critical analysis. The findings revealed that various
political, economic, social, and natural factors—including
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social insecurity, ineffective fiscal and economic policies,
corruption and lawlessness, social strictures, famine and
drought, and the expansion of smuggling—played
significant roles in these population movements.
Ineffective domestic policies, alongside the attractiveness
of southern ports, were key factors in this population shift,
leading to a change in the regional balance and the
emergence of new migration hubs in the Persian Gulf.
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The Causes of and the Factors Involved in Changes in
Migration Patterns and Population Movement in the
Persian Gulf (1901-1941)

Extensive Abstract
Introduction: This article investigates migration and population
movement in the Persian Gulf during the period of 1901-1941.
Historically, migration flows in the region predominantly moved from
the southern to the northern shores. However, during the specified
forty years, the trend reversed, leading to population movement from
northern Iranian ports to the southern Persian Gulf ports. These
changes carried significant economic, social, and cultural implications
still evident today.
The main research problem is to explore the reasons behind this
reversed migration pattern and its consequences on the Iranian ports
(migrant-sending) and southern Gulf ports (migrant-receiving). The
primary questions are: What factors led to the change in migration
patterns? What were the socioeconomic impacts on the origin and
destination regions? The research builds on migration theories,
particularly Everett Lee's push-pull framework.
Methodology: The study employs a historical-analytical approach,
relying on documentary and archival sources, including newspapers,
historical books, administrative reports, and contemporary articles.
The research scope encompasses northern Gulf ports (Bandar Abbas,
Bushehr, Bandar Lengeh) and southern Gulf ports (Dubai, Qatar,
Bahrain, and Kuwait). Data collection and analysis were conducted
qualitatively.
Findings: The study identifies key findings:
1. Push Factors in Northern Iranian Ports:
o Social insecurity: Tribal conflicts, weak governance, and
inability to ensure security.
o Poor financial and economic policies: Trade monopolies,
increased taxes, and economic hardships.
o Social pressures: Implementation of mandatory military
service and unveiling laws.
o Rise of smuggling: Undermining formal trade networks.
2. Pull Factors in Southern Gulf Ports:
o Trade-friendly policies by local rulers.
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o Port facilities and free-market environments.
o Emerging job opportunities, particularly in the pearl and oil
industries.

3. Impacts: The migration of Iranian labor, capital, and expertise to
southern Gulf ports spurred economic growth there while
leading to the decline of Iranian ports.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings highlight how structural
issues (insecurity, corruption) combined with economic opportunities
in southern Gulf ports triggered reverse migration. Inadequate support
from the Iranian government and restrictive trade policies further
intensified the exodus. It is recommended that governments address
local economic barriers and enhance infrastructure to prevent
excessive migration and promote balanced regional development.

Keywords: Migration, Population Movement, Persian Gulf,
Development, Ports.



