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Abstract

The grotesque is an effective tool for conveying
contrasting human emotions to the audience. It
encompasses concepts such as exaggeration, horror,
and the distortion of reality. Among the most
prominent contemporary theorists in this field are
Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold Bloom. Through their
extensive  research, innovative and  critical
interpretations, and creation of well-known literature
on the grotesque, they are considered influential
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figures in this domain. In Iranian dramatic literature,
the concepts of the grotesque have been utilized in
the works of a few writers, including Bahram Beyzai,
who wrote plays with this theme during the 1960s
and 1970s. The success of grotesque and critical
plays in the West, the unstable social and political
conditions in Iran during that period, the
trivialization of humor in Iranian theater, and the
failure to engage the audience may have provided the
impetus for writers like Bahram Beyzai to write
plays with a critical and reformative approach under
the umbrella of the Western grotesque. Among
Beyzai's works in this regard is the play ‘Chahar
Sandough’ (Four Boxes) (1967). How the critical
concept of the grotesque and its components have
been used in Iranian plays such as ‘Chahar
Sandough’ is a topic that has received little attention
so far. This research, using library resources and
relying on a descriptive-analytical approach, seeks to
examine the theoretical foundations and critical
functions of  grotesque humor in  Bahram
Beyzai's ‘Chahar Sandough,’ based on the teachings
of Harold Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin. The findings
of the study show that Bakhtin and Bloom's
grotesque elements, such as humor, exaggerated
laughter, and satire, are employed in ‘Chahar
Sandough,’ and through these, Bahram Beyzai has
been able to effectively present his critical and
reformative ideas about the social structure of Iran
during his time.

Keywords: Iranian Theater, Bahram Beyzai, Grotesque,
Critical Function, Mikhail Bakhtin, Harold Bloom.
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Analyzing the Critical and Reformative Functions of the
Grotesque with an Approach to the Teachings of Harold
Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin: A Case Study of the Play "Four
Boxes' by Bahram Beyzai

Extended Abstract

Grotesque is an effective device for conveying conflicting human
emotions to the audience, which includes concepts such as
exaggeration, horror, and distortion of reality. In this regard, the most
important contemporary theorists are Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold
Bloom. They are based on extensive research, innovative and critical
interpretations, and the creation of well-known literature on the
grotesque, including influential experts in this field. In Iranian
dramatic literature, grotesque concepts have also been used in the
works of a small number of authors. Among these writers is Bahram
Bayzai, who wrote plays with this theme in the 1340s and 1350s.
Among Bayzai's works in this field is the play Four Boxes (1346s). In
Iranian dramatic literature, this approach, namely the grotesque, has
been less scrutinized and examined from the perspective of its critical
and reformist function. Especially in the 1340s and 1350s, when
critical and reformist writers and artists such as Bahram Bayzai wrote
numerous works. How and with what approach this writer or other
writers conveyed their critical and reformist views to the audience of
that era is an issue that has not been systematically and meaningfully
addressed. To achieve this goal, contemporary approaches and
theories in this field, such as grotesque, can be used. In the
contemporary period, a number of experts in the field of grotesque
have paid attention to this important matter, namely, a structured look
at how the author reflects and conveys critical views on the conditions
of the society of his time, the most important of which are Mikhail
Bakhtin and Harold Bloom. By adopting this approach, the present
study aims to examine the critical and reformist perspective and
approach of writers such as Bahram Bayzai towards the conditions
prevailing in their society, based on the descriptive-explanatory
method and using library resources. In this regard, the present research
attempts to answer the following two main questions:

What are the critical components of the grotesque according to the
teachings of Mikhail Bakhtin and Harold Bloom?

What are the most important critical and reformist manifestations of
the grotesque in the play "Four Boxes" by Bahram Bayzai?

Grotesque in the field of literature and drama is one of the methods
that has attracted the attention of critics of fiction and dramatic
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literature, and of course, artists from various fields, especially theater,
in contemporary Iran. According to the research topic, the research
background is divided into two categories: articles and books. The
first category includes articles in the field of fiction, examining the
concept of this research in literature, which deal with the subject of
the grotesque. Among them are "Grotesque (mixed humor) in
Jamalzadeh's works", "Combining heterogeneous and contradictory
emotions (grotesque) in humor and satire", and "Grotesque and
fiction: A study of the concept of grotesque and an exploration of its
instances in Shahriar Mandanipour's short stories".

Another group of studies that are closer to this research are research
and translations based on the reading of grotesque components in the
field of dramatic literature, such as the book "Introduction to the
Sociology of Literature" translated by "Mohammad Jafar Poyandeh"
and the thesis "English Grotesque Drama" written by Grove, Dana. A
notable and prominent point in the history is that most of the research
conducted in Iran on the grotesque has focused on the genre itself and
its characteristics and components, rather than on its functions in
Iranian dramatic literature, and has neglected to examine the critical
and reformist functions of the grotesque. Using library resources and
based on the descriptive-analytical method, this research attempts to
examine the theoretical foundations and critical functions of grotesque
humor in Bahram Beizaei's play "The Box", relying on the teachings
of Harold Bloom and Mikhail Bakhtin. To answer the research
questions, first the background of studies and research conducted on
this play from the perspective of grotesque is examined, then the
historical-social context of the emergence of grotesque in the 1940s in
Iran is examined, and finally the main theme of the play Four Boxes,
the use of grotesque components, and Bahram Bayzai's critical and
reformist elements in its text are described and explained.

The findings of the research show that Bakhtin and Bloom's grotesque
elements, such as humor, exaggerated laughter, and satire, were used
in the play "Four Boxes", and in this way, Bahram Beizaei was able to
well present his critical and reformist thoughts about the social
structure of Iran in his time.

Based on the results of the research, from the perspective of Bakhtin's
theory and Bloom's approach to the grotesque, four items, namely
incongruity and abnormality, exaggeration, simultaneous tragedy and
comedy, and metamorphosis, disgust, and social aggression, are more
evident in the elliptical play. The examples given from different parts
of the play's dialogues are clear examples of these four things that are
understood by the audience. Of course, this does not mean that the
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mentioned parts have only one component, but it means that the
mentioned component is more obvious than the other components of
Mikhail Bakhtin's and Harold Bloom's critical grotesque. The
achievement of applying these four components is the author's critical
approach and call to strive for reform and fight against the oppression
of tyrannical rulers. Based on this research, what can be applied is the
importance of the critical characteristics of grotesque humor and the
functions of these variables for the purpose of a new rethinking of the
theoretical and epistemological foundations of high and different
grotesque humor in Iranian drama.

Keywords: Persian drama, Bahram Bayzai, grotesque, critical
function, Mikhail Bakhtin, Harold Bloom.



