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The Role and Consequences of Publications in the
Modern Policies of Iranian Women with Emphasis on
the Issue of Clothing and Fashion (1310-1320SH)
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Abstract

One of the main social reform programs of the first
Pahlavi government was the modernization of Iranian
women's society. To achieve this goal, the Pahlavi
government was trying to encourage and require a wide
range of women, especially in the two issues of clothing
and fashion, to follow a path that would result in them
becoming modern women. In achieving this goal, the
publications of the early Pahlavi era played an important
role as the most important media available to society. The
role played by publications in the first Pahlavi era,
especially in the years 1310-1320, had consequences.
Accordingly, this research seeks to address and answer the
question of what was the role and function of publications
in the government's modern women's policy in the years
1931 to 1941, with an emphasis on the issue of clothing
and fashion, and what consequences did it bring, using a
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historical approach and the use of publications and
archival documents. The research findings show that
Iranian publications during the first Pahlavi period,
especially during the years 1931 to 1941, within the
framework of the role that publications function in
political systems with an absolute governance model,
played a promotional and propaganda role to advance the
goals and programs of modernization of the Pahlavi
government in women's affairs; this function and role was
more focused on changing the women's traditional
clothing, which was done on the one hand by criticizing
the old traditional clothing and on the other hand by
advertising new clothing and New ornaments in
newspapers. The consequence of such a function can be
seen in the prevalence of female consumerism. Signs of
the prevalence of consumerism can be seen in the increase
in the import of women's consumer goods in the field of
clothing, cosmetics and accessories, such as fabrics and
sewn clothes, hats, perfumes, colognes and watches, and
Iran's trade statistics for the years 1931 to 1938 indicate an
increase in the import rate of these goods. The increase in
imports of these goods also indicates an increase in
consumption rates and the prevalence of consumerism
among Iranian women in the years under discussion.

Keywords: Pahlavi the First, Modernity, Women,
Publications, Consumerism.
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Transliteration

Documents

National Documentation Organization of Iran (Sazman-e¢ Asnad-e Melli-ye Tran)
SAKMA

SAKMA, Document ID 29438/298/96.
SAKMA, Document ID, 001436/240.
SAKMA Document ID 6038/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 10894/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 17398/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 74363/240.
SAKMA, Document ID 6563/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6568/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6627/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6628/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 6568/290.
SAKMA, Document ID 8240/290.
SAKMA Document ID 290/8366.
SAKMA, Document ID 290/8544.
SAKMA, Document ID 290/8588.
SAKMA, document ID 291/1149.
SAKMA, document ID, 239/1477.
SAKMA, Document ID 63912/293.
SAKMA, document ID 297/1051.
SAKMA, document ID 1063/297.
SAKMA, document ID 297/1710.
SAKMA, Document ID 310/52683.
SAKMA, document ID 6200/340.

Newspapers and magazines

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1931). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1930, Tehran, Bagherzadeh
Brothers Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1931). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1930, Tehran, Ferdowsi
Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1933). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1932, Tehran, Mehr Printing
House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1935), Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1935, Tehran, Yemeni Printing
House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1937). Iranian trade statistics, a collection
of general trade of Iran with foreign countries in 1936, Tehran, Fardin and
Baradar Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1939). Statistics of Iran's trade with
foreign countries in 1939, Tehran, Pharos Printing House.

General Customs Administration of Iran, (1942). Statistics of Iran's trade with
foreign countries in 1939, Tehran, Pharos Printing House.
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Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.
Ettela‘at Newspaper, No.

462, April 21, 1307.
745, April 29, 1308.
1290, April 17, 1310.
1327, June 1, 1310.
1524, January 30, 1310.
1925, June 19, 1312.
1935, July 12, 1312.
3106, April 27, 1316.
3108, April 29, 1316.
3163, June 15, 1316.
3169, June 31, 1316.
3182, July 13, 1316.
3184, July 15, 1316.
3189, July 20, 1316.
3191, July 22, 1316.
4408, January 9, 1319.
4408, March 7, 1319.
4467, March 12, 1319.
4471, March 6, 1319.
4472, March 7, 1319.
4474, March 7, 1319.
4477, March 13 1319.
4479, March 15, 1319.
4482, March 17, 1319.

Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
Omid Newspaper, No.
1820, May 1304.
1821, May 1304.
1822, May 1304.
1823, May 1304.
1825, May 1304.

Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.

Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.
Iran Newspaper, No.

25, December 1309.
27, September 1309.
28, September 1309.
31, October 1309.
32, October 1309.
35, November 1309.
36, November 1309.
41, January 1309.
43, January 1309.
44, January 1309.
49, March 1309.

54, March 1309.

58, April 1310.

213, April 1313.
222, June 1313.
227, July 1313.

4879, January 1314.
5082, September 1315.
5094, October 1315.
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Iran Newspaper, No. 5107, October 1315.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5116, November 1315.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5313, July 1316.

Iran Newspaper, No. 5340, August 1316.

Iran Newspaper, No. 6465, February 1319.
Tajadod-e-Iran Newspaper, No. 977, April 1311.
Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 981, April 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 996, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1000, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1004, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No. 1005, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No.1008, May 1311.

Tajadod-e-Iran, No.1805, January 1314.

Rahnama-ye Zendegi Newspaper, Issue 2, December 1319.
Zaban-e Zanan Newspaper, Issue 1, December 1320.
jarageh Newspaper, Issue 1, March 1305.

‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 1, November 1291.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 10, October 1306.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 11, November 1306.
‘Alam-e Nesvan Newspaper, Issue 1, January 1308.
Qosiin Magazine, Newspaper 1, September 1301.

Books and articles

Akbari, Mohammad Ali (2014). An introduction to the history of cultural planning
in contemporary Iran, Tehran, Cultural Research Office.

Dashti, Ali (2016). Fifty-five. Tehran, Amir Kabir.

Shafiei and Farhani, Somayeh Sadat and Mojgan (2017). Content Analysis of the
PEYK-E SAA DAT-E NESWA N Magazine; Requirements for Women on the
Eve of the Pahlavi Era; Journal of the cultural history studies, Year 8, Issue 32,
pp. 1-27.

Qasemi, Seyed Farid (2003). Guide to the Iranian Press in the Qajar Period, Tehran,
Media Research Studies Center Publications.

The Judiciary, the official newspaper of the country (2009). Collection of laws and
regulations of the years 1320-1300 AH. Vol. 1 Tehran, Official Newspaper of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Judiciary, the official newspaper of the country. (2009). Collection of laws and
regulations of the constitutional era of 1299-1285 AH, Tehran, official
newspaper of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Karimian, Ali (2004). The Office of the Guide to Writing Letters or Monitoring
Press Censorship during the Reza Shah Period. Ganjineh As-Sand. Volume 14.
Issue 3. pp. 93-62.

Homayoun Katouzian, Mohammad Ali (2002). The Political Economy of Iran,
translated by Mohammad Reza Nafisi and Kambiz Azizi, Tehran, Markaz
Publishing.

Yousefifar and Jangou, Shahram and Shahnaz (2019). The issue of women and
femininity in the Ettelaat newspaper during the first Pahlavi period (1304-1320
AH), quarterly scientific journal of Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities
and Cultural Studies, Year 10, Issue 2, pp. 231-254.
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The Role and Consequences of Publications in the Modern
Policies of Iranian Women with Emphasis on the Issue of
Clothing and Fashion (1310-1320SH)

extended abstract

Introduction:

During the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi, the modernization of Iranian
women’s society was one of the key pillars of social reforms. The
government aimed to create fundamental changes in women’s lives by
focusing on areas such as education, health, and dress code, which in turn
led to the spread of fashion trends related to clothing. In this context,
newspapers, as the public media of the time, played a crucial role in
promoting and propagating the policies of modernization. This study
examines the role and impact of newspapers during the Pahlavi | period in
changing women’s attire and expanding consumerism. The main research
question is as follows: What was the role and impact of newspapers in the
modernization policies for women during the Pahlavi I era (from \yr\.to yrv.

in the Iranian calendar), with a focus on clothing and fashion? Additionally,
what were the consequences of these policies in terms of the promotion of
consumerism during this period?

The research background indicates that, so far, there has been no study
exclusively examining the role and function of newspapers in the
modernization policies for women during the Pahlavi | period, nor analysing
the consequences such as consumerism. However, there are numerous works
on women’s issues in modern Iranian history, some of which share
similarities with this research.

The book “Why Did Your Name Fade from My Memory?” by Afshaneh
Najmabadi discusses the historical role of women and the redefinition of
gender across various historical periods in Iran. It addresses women’s
participation in social transformations, their role in the Constitutional
Revolution, and their activism during the Reza Shah era, including their
involvement in the unveiling policy. However, this book does not
particularly focus on the role of the press in the modernization of women or
the consequences like consumerism.

The Status of Women’s Employment during Reza Shah’s Rule by Marzieh
Hosseini analyzes the impact of the unveiling policy and modernization on
women, including those in rural areas and nomadic communities. The author
emphasizes that these policies, in addition to controlling women’s bodies,
also brought about structural violence and profound social changes.
However, the role of the press in advancing modernization policies and the
consequences such as consumerism are not thoroughly explored in this book
either.

The article “The Organization of Women’s Bodies and the Formation of
Women’s Professions during Reza Shah’s Era” offers a novel approach by
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studying the influence of Reza Shah’s policies on the management of women’s
bodies and the creation of a new identity for women. It also addresses the
emergence of the beauty industry and the economic changes resulting from it.
Although this article touches on consumerism and the impact of cultural
policies, the precise role of the press is still somewhat neglected.

The article “The Woman Question and Femininity in the Ettela’at
Newspaper” (by Yousefi Far and Jangjou) addresses women’s issues in
various issues of the Ettela’at newspaper, and the article “Content Analysis
of the ‘Peyk-e Sa’adat-e Nesvan’ Magazine” (by Shafii and Farahani)
focuses on the necessity of educating women at the dawn of the Pahlavi era.
In the mentioned studies, although multiple topics such as unveiling,
women’s social roles, and the impact of Reza Shah’s policies on them are
analysed, a comprehensive and quantitative examination of the role of the
press in women’s modernization policies and their consequences, like
consumerism, remains a gap in need of a broader study based on statistics,
figures, and historical examples.

Research method:

This research is conducted using a historical research method, utilizing
archival documents and newspapers from the first Pahlavi period (1310-1320
in the Iranian calendar). Content analysis of these publications, statistical
data related to imports, and an examination of changes in the consumption
patterns of women’s society have been employed as the main analytical
tools. These data have been analysed using both descriptive and analytical
methods.

Research findings:

The findings of the research indicate that newspapers from the first Pahlavi
period played a significant role in changing the clothing patterns and
lifestyles of women. These publications criticized traditional dress and
promoted modern clothing and luxury goods, encouraging women to
consume new products. This trend led to an increase in imports of items such
as luxurious fabrics, fashionable clothing, shoes, hats, perfumes, and
cosmetics. Statistical data on imports of consumer goods for women,
compiled in Iran’s trade statistics from 1309 to 1319, show a significant
increase, reflecting the expansion of consumerism among Iranian women.
Discussion and conclusion:

The newspapers from the first Pahlavi period served as key promotional and
advertising tools, playing a crucial role in the modernizing policies regarding
women during the Pahlavi regime. By promoting alignment with new
feminine ideals, these publications had a significant impact on women’s
lifestyles. The outcome of this approach was not only social and cultural
changes but also extensive economic effects, which manifested in the
increase of imports of consumer goods for women and, more broadly, the
rise of consumerism.

Keywords: First Pahlavi, Modernity, Momen, Publications, Prevalence of
consumerism.



