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Purpose: Antroponomastics is a subset of linguistics that is closely
related to semantics and can be studied with different approaches.
One of the most important approaches is historical nomenclature, in
which names of any type and historical period are examined. What
causes the importance of names is the cultural, social, political,
historical, linguistic, documentary, archeology and other functions
Method and Research: In this research, those names that are
connected with “water" in various mythological, heroic and
historical parts of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh have been investigated by
documentary-library method. This method is a combination of
historical linguistic studies and comparative historical and
geographical studies, which is wused in today's modern
nomenclature. For this purpose, we have discussed the connection
with the myth and epic with the names of the people and the sacred
time of the Shahnameh

Findings and Conclusions: The result of the work shows that each
of these names are used for a specific sign in relation to the
accepted totem, religion and cult (worship) due to contradiction or
compatibility. On the other hand, the water component in some of
these names is a variant of another suffix and has nothing to do with
water. Sometimes, the existence of the name of water in a specific
name is linked to the content of a story and is a product of a later
era and was created to adapt the myth to the reality in a story
process.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Antroponomastics is the science of studying the types of names in different times and places.
Some have considered nomenclature as a subgroup of linguistics, which studies the history,
origin and structure of specific names of people, times, places, nature, buildings, roads,
animals, races and social groups, events, astronomical names, objects, and even imaginary
names, and in general, it pays attention to every nature to which the name belongs.

In the field of mythology and epics, for many reasons, including the separation of the
"identity” of a nation or nation from "another” (enemy/other) and as a result, the connection of
a central specific name, related to the upper classes of society with a sacred matter generally
accepted by society, as well as the purposes of the creators and re-creators, transmitters,
processors of the history of these people, influenced by ideology, audience interest, accepted
religion, the time of creation of the work, and political and social issues. The philosophy of
examining names, nomenclature is of special importance.

Methodology

Describe the study method, including

In this article, the names related to water in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and related texts before
and after it have been examined with a combined approach of historical, narratological,
mythological, religious criticism and linguistics methods.

Water and its derivatives are either at the beginning of words, names or at the end of them.
Some researchers believe that "water" at the end of these words is not "ab" (a famous word)
and is an unknown and rare suffix, and they consider the origin of this suffix to be unknown.
(Khanlaari, 1377, vol. 3/p. 36) Most of the suffixes that are added to names such as Afrasiab,
Sohrab, Mehrab, Darab, Rudabah, Sudabah, Zav, and even names such as Tejav, are of this
category, which sometimes found a more abbreviated form in later periods. This method is a
combination of historical linguistic studies and comparative historical and geographical
studies, which is used in today's modern nomenclature. For this purpose, we have discussed
the connection with the myth and epic with the names of the people and the sacred time of the
Shahnameh.

Discussion

What is important in choosing the names examined in this research is the present form of the
name in the "new Persian language"”; in such a way that it is connected with "water" and its
derivatives. It is obvious that after examining the word, from the point of view of its
relationship with water, the non-relationship of some names with water will also be analyzed
and explained. In the Shahnameh, the names of Jamshid, Abtin, Afrasiab, Rostam, Sohrab,
Mehrab, Sudabah and Rudabah, Zo, Tejav and Darab are connected with water.

In today's Farsi or in the surviving vocabulary of Middle Persian (Pahlavi), there are
examples where "ab/av/ow/aw" at the end of them means "water" or not, and in oral
pronunciation, it has become the compound vowel "ow":

It is possible that the mentioned linguistic process also occurred in the names ending with
"water" in the national epic; But it is necessary to check whether this suffix is a "proper noun™
or a suffix that has the meanings of "having, similarity" or any other meaning.

Results

In general, from the point of view of historical linguistics, the transition of the names that are
related to water from ancient Persian to Avestan and Pahlavi, and then modern Persian, and
sometimes to non-lranian languages, such as Turkish and Arabic and Eastern languages
(Chinese/Japanese, etc.) In different time periods, the names whose first part is connected
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often a Pahlavi suffix composed of the vowel "-! or 1" and the consonants "/ b/k/g" and
sometimes "-e" to express movement, which are extensions that provide ease of reading.
Therefore, it was not and is not in the meaning of "water" as in the names of Afrasiab,
Rudabah, Sudabah, Darab, Tejav, Zab, Mehrab and Sohrab.

On the other hand, the passage of these names through the minds of the processors
(religious, political and literary) of national stories in the form of religious texts, traditional
chronicles, literary types of myths and epics, and in modern times, general romance, have
been effective as deliberate factors in the transformation of names.

In this case, the thoughts and intentions of official and governmental historians, religious
leaders and poets as selectors of selective memory have been effective in the change and
evolution of names. Therefore, sometimes in the narrative literature of the people, the self-
reconstruction of these people, as guardians of the totem or against it, with water and its
dependents (cows and other domestic cattle and dragons), has led to a change or
reconstruction of the name, according to the attitude of religious and non-religious
practitioners, such as what happened to Mehrab or Afrasiab.
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