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Abstract
In one of her articles, Patricia Crone explored how the pagans of Mecca sustained themselves during the period
of the Quran's revelation. Relying solely on the Quran as the authoritative source, she compiled various Meccan
and Madani verses related to her central inquiry and concluded that the polytheists of Mecca were engaged in
farming, gardening, ranching, and fishing. However, this assertion conflicted with the geographical conditions of
Mecca, leading Crone to propose that the city was originally situated in a location different from its current one.

This study critically analyzed and evaluated Crone's claims by employing her own methodology of
"historical reconstruction”, which relied exclusively on Quranic verses. It became evident that Crone had
overlooked significant factors, such as the context of the surah, timing of its revelation, and intended audience of
the verses. This oversight had resulted in a generalized perception that all Meccan surahs pertained to polytheists
living in a rural society.

Keywords: Patricia Crone, Pagans of Mecca, Historical Reconstruction, Audience Studies.

Introduction
In her article titled "How Did the Quranic Pagans Make a Living?", Danish researcher, Patricia Crone, proposed
a hypothesis regarding the origins of Islam, specifically focusing on the professions of the polytheists during the
time of revelation. Drawing on verses from the Quran, she critiqued and examined her reasoning to substantiate
her claims. Crone's methodology referred to as "historical reconstruction”, emphasized uncovering hidden
references within the text rather than relying on historical narratives or biographies. This approach allowed the
researcher to derive historical context from the text itself, seeking indirect clues that contributed to
reconstructing the historical landscape.

The Quran was presented as the central text, from which Crone attempted to extract historical data. By
collecting and arranging verses that were directly or indirectly related to her subject, she aimed to reach
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conclusions about the livelihood of the polytheists of Mecca. The present study critically analyzed and evaluated
Crone's assertions by employing the same historical reconstruction method, while also addressing the contextual
elements that might have been overlooked.

Materials & Methods
This study critiqued Patricia Crone's article using her own methodology of historical reconstruction, which
focused exclusively on the verses of the Quran. By examining the context of each surah, timing of their
revelation, and intended audience, this research aimed to highlight potential gaps in Crone's analysis. The
methodology involved a close reading of selected surahs, paying particular attention to the verses and phrases
that Crone utilized to support her hypothesis about the Meccan polytheists as farmers, herders, and gardeners.
Through this critical evaluation, the study sought to demonstrate that Crone's conclusions might stem from a
misunderstanding of the audience addressed in the Quranic verses, which often included non-Meccans from
regions, such as Yemen, Taif, and Abyssinia. By integrating these contextual factors, this research intended to
provide a more nuanced interpretation of the Quranic text and its implications for understanding the livelihoods
of the polytheists in Mecca.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

In her article titled "How the Polytheists of the Quran Made Their Livelihoods", Patricia Crone cited numerous
Quranic verses to portray the polytheists of Mecca as farmers, gardeners, and fishermen living on the eve of
Prophethood. However, the stark discrepancy between the arid geography of Mecca and the Quranic descriptions
of lush gardens, agricultural lands, various fruits and seeds, as well as livestock and their products, raised
significant questions. In her other works, Crone attempted to resolve this contradiction by suggesting that Mecca
was originally located in a more temperate region. This article challenged her claims by employing the same
methodology of historical reconstruction based solely on Quranic verses. It demonstrated that Crone's lack of
attention to the context of each surah, timing of their revelation, and, most critically, the intended audience had
led her to mistakenly assume that all Meccan surahs referred exclusively to the polytheists of Mecca. By
examining select surahs and focusing on the specific verses that Crone used to support her hypothesis, this study
revealed that the audiences referenced in her examples were primarily non-Meccan, typically from southern
regions, such as Yemen, or areas like Taif and Abyssinia. This finding was corroborated not only by historical
reports, but also by references to the customs, beliefs, and traditions of these audiences, as well as the specific
wording within each surah, which served as compelling evidence against Crone's assertions.
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