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1.Introduction

In this article, an attempt is made to look at the evolution of musical vocabulary from the ancient period to the
Islamic period, as far as the texts help us to discuss the existing Pahlavi texts in a detailed manner. In other
words, the basis of this paper is the investigation, collection, and etymological analysis of musical words in
Pahlavi texts.

Several nouns of instruments and musical devices appear in several Pahlavi texts; among the examples or
evidence of them is that some of these instruments and words related to them are still known to us, but some
other words are not as clear and unambiguous.

2. Literature Review

Before this, Iranologists have sporadically mentioned the music promotion in the old days of Iran before Islam.
The work of these researchers is mostly based on the Arabic texts related to the early Islamic period and some
existing inscriptions and documents only to the extent of recalling them, and it has not been systematically and
independently accompanied by the examination and analysis of each word in the Pahlavi texts. Scholars such
as Farmer (1926), Arthur Christensen (1936), Walter Bailey (1973), Duchesne-Guillemin (1979), and more
recently Lawergren (2016, Iranica website-online) have considered the history of music, sometimes with a
short reference to a few words or terms related to music.

Among the Iranian researchers, we can mention Abbas Igbal Ashtiani in collaboration with Christensen (1363),
Taghi Binesh (1395), Ahmad Tafazzoli (1371), Mehri Bagheri (1384), and recently Masoumeh Bagheri, Hassan
Kiadeh, and Mahdieh Heydari (1389). These works are also not based on texts. Bagheri, Kiadeh, and Heydari's
article is limited to only one Pahlavi text, as its title and content indicate, “Investigation of musical instruments
in the Sasanian period based on the Pahlavi text of Khosrow Qabadan and Ridak”.

It must be noted that such research has been done from the perspective of historical linguistics; readers know
very well that many fruitful books and articles have been published by skillful specialists of the music field.

3. Methodology

In this discourse, Pahlavi texts such as The Pahlavi Texts compiled by Jamaseb Asana, Dinkard edited by M.
C. Madan, Selections of Zadsperm with two editions by Tafazzoli and Gignuxe and Rashed Mohsal, Ardeshir
Babakan's work Anthia's version and Farhvoshi's translation have been used to compile musical instrument
vocabulary.
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It is noted that the transliteration of Pahlavi examples has been done by David Neal Mackenzie method and the
translation of the texts, except for a few cases, is done by the author himself.

In addition, in collecting musical vocabulary and terms related to it from various Pahlavi texts, it is possible to
analyze and report the etymology and mention the Persian equivalents of these words, and how the vocabulary
of musical instruments in Pahlavi and Persian languages are similar and different from the point of view of
phonetics and verbal transformation is also examined.

4. Analysis

Collecting musical vocabulary and related terms from various Pahlavi texts allows us to analyze and report
the etymology and mention the Persian equivalents of the words. The similarities and variation between the
musical instrument words of Pahlavi and Persian is also investigated from the point of view of phonetics and
term transformation. Investigating and analyzing the etymology of these words is a scientific need for the
knowledge of linguists, lexicographers, and cultural writers.

In response to the question of this research, as the lexical data shows, a number of musical words and terms,
although few, have remained in the existing Pahlavi texts; many of these words have found their way into the
New Persian and are still common in the Modern Persian.

6. Conclusion

From a statistical point of view, it can be said that approximately fifteen words and terms of the names of
musical instruments and fifteen words and terms related to music and courtship from the Sassanid era and early
Islam have been obtained from existing Pahlavi texts. And the words barbat, chang, tonbak (dumbalag), tanbur,
rood, kanaar, gavdum, nai and van reached New Persian.

This small achievement in the field of a specialized art, in turn, shows the popularity of music from a historical
point of view and undoubtedly informs the readers that Iranians were more or less familiar with music since
ancient times and musical words were common in their language.

In addition, these data show that during that period, along with sciences and techniques such as medicine,
astronomy, mathematics, philosophy and various professions including industry and art, music and instruments
as well as its knowledge and skills were also common. Investigating and analyzing the etymology of these
words is a scientific need for the knowledge of linguists, lexicographers, and cultural writers.
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g g0 0333 3 5138150 85156l (PY ai) yie les yo 5L (Y
« S mustag/mwstk/
(Jamasp-Asana,1897: 32.62 ) (Pandean flute-player) « ! wiwe» mustag-sray /mwstk sl’d/ S g
LIl gl 5 48 o il o Jord el AT gl o0l (VY ) 03,155 polall zilan jo mustag 5515 5,050
.(Monchi-zadeh, 1982: 76 n.99 ;| & @) .ailie dds
Lol oz b cwl oS5 8L LeS Kaiioai» beSa-musta ow b &« Sbsx P b8Sa : SIal golen oL o
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Cedls € Slas Q'LM,» Lol olger Gos5,3T S 4 (oled 4 0u ,50) ol eogy a8k S ol 5o sl wgls
(Azarnouche, 2013: 56, 141, 143)
e Gl |y GU 3 le Jed 5 sU 85ls (V7 an) ()5 5500 sslen (e 5o (A
(tube, flute) « S «sb»nay/n’d/
(to play the flute) «;loi & «y5sb» nay pazd- /n’d pzd-/ J=3 .S 5 4
ud tumbag zad ud nay pazdénd ud gaw-dumb wang kunénd. Jamasp-Asanal897: 3.26
QS b o) pgl5 5 aislei (b g (W50 =) o 00 S
S «gld ¢ 5 5L NAJI- : C ySmaw i K9l ¢ 5 o s> NAdI- bl Gl ! 5l ol 428 5 1, L oS ndy 8514
s U oy B s n’dy ;o dileo (cw )8 & S sl ndy : soilo dilo w8 5L Y nay :  SICL
azda- s pati- Wgi ;oo aisle « “pati-azda- : bl Glpl 5l 485 5 ool € 5 pSle» gl a5 pazd- b
VAT (6 pate 4 0y 50) K(5) 3l pazd- : SGI sedey «yols 13 (0,8 o8 azd- diy, 5l Jb> Sl
Mayrhofer, I, 1996: 7; Durkin-Meisterernst, 2004: 240, 238, 291; Andreas- 4 43,550 yidoo @Lﬂ Gl e YYD -
Barr, 1933: 51; Nyberg, 1974: 135)
el e (T a0 Yo Jad) oy %o 5 (3
(stringed instrument) « 1581500 (glaisS g rod /lwt’/
barbut ud tambiir ud ¢ang ud har rédiha 1 srayénd win xwanénd. (Pakzad, 2005: 238)
a5ly (g ((3515) Al &5 (plajle) (olasg; 8 5 Sz g 0 9 ban
Sehle o la)b b ans) cplasle oo pyz g Cangy 5l aS ol o)Ll Soboand, 4 LS pie o Suo o 10d 85l
el 42510 357 (092 pglie o 4 0B (Shmge
cf. ud *band-€ sé rod T panagih ud pahréz i-8an jud jud mizd-kardaran arastaran 1 €k €k ¢€ andar ham dar.
(Madan, 1911: 733. 8-9)
Aoz o o el (L3 =) Ul a2 g ol (gl 45 (35 00digy (i dus 50) 550 duw &S (c_s‘“‘S =) gyl
Sl (0b) )3 ol jo dax ,a (050 HBaS wal,8) olikisl,T 5 ol S50
ridan joae .guivw &0,S laz (s P TaU- ddy 5l ((Jerae Cao) Trauta- QL';,;L Sl sl el azd )5 5 L3 10d 654
(FPOYAY (g gate 4y 0y ,50) . Sog, g, 1 (e )1 i Lp > g Sy 50,5 o)L (309
12,00 Job (sl 45 35 20 0033 (BY ) Sy, 5 loldy yuss oyie jo axslid 28 oS 5 S0 (V-
(Jamasp-Asana,1897: 32.62) (kind of a music instrument) «(9) (sl w o g /swipyk sI’d/ siir-pik-sray
(Azarnouche, 2013: 56, 141, 142 4 oy S0) «(cpi> 5U) U, g stirazig-sray uilss sl
ST 5 Gl 48,5 5 g5 s (g, Ol o] (iiles ((lplen) ol ool éwl’pyk sI’'d & g0 4 ke ,0 o5lg (ol
(S ygeio) € gy STAW- Al ) 5| &5 oo sTdAN I & Lao b0le STAY- § €SP cixe 45 PAYK & PIK € iz ¢ jgu®
L ol atils Wgum €y30,007 5l 1565 b aulis s aislid laiz 059l (65lg K] ol (FAD § YAF :\YAF
oy Woslagas 5 590 5 oiricr 1o 5 2iog: € 5ol S i &y fSam sl o Wings JEW3l5 LT SisiS s>
(o 4 YY YA (6,80 @ o S0 Ko Juiles (gl ) s S oo 0,5 s



WO (5 gaie dlly Sl o5t Bl (hewge slaylElLe OS5ly (b

0,95 o0 e 43 (FY 0) Sy g loldg s i jo aSlial oS 5 6 a3l (V)
(Jamasp-Asana,1897: 32.62) (stixr-player?) «(9) (gl jwg o» stixr-sray /swhl sl’d/
Sz (E3,0) [l e jlio 8519 b g cadls ke egi 1y T 5 Qilgs sl Ty oS 5 ol Censs idu gt wls
(6,80 a4 0 5 Ko olfaus g Juilex (61, (9) wb oo B lu Jla Co 0 i 5l aS 00 (5,]385k g5 O yg0 ) o
.(Azarnouche, 2013: 56, 141, 145 «¥d :\YAQ
ths‘o odline U] )l LS...S)J 5)9....4 (PY 9 'Y ..\...») J..\.v) 9 u‘.)l..ﬁs).m? u.».b)«) (\Y
«ge ;5.5 tamburag/tmbwlk’/ «(cither, lute, tambour) «sge «,s.5» tanbur /tnbwl/
(quitar-player, lute-player) « sl ,5.25» tambur-sray /tmbwl s’d/ S 5 o
(Jamasp-Asana,1897: 28.13, 32.62)
ol oo (FA 0) G 9] )0 o 40 j5
¢ang ud win ud kennar hau barbut ud tambiir hamag zanénd pad man srayénd. (Jamasp-Asana, 1897: 113.48)
gl (532) (0 (Wlg) 2 0555 [a5T dmm 555 5 Ly o JUS 5 09 5 Sz
39 g0 00y 1m0 (Y o .0 Ve fad) idady oyie )0 o3ly o)

barbut ud tambiir ud ¢ang ud har rodiha 1 srayed win xwanénd. (Pakzad, 2005: 338)
leS (ng (W53l5) wnliw o (plasle) (pladg) 2 5 Sz g 95 9 Ly
el 00l S5 K0 (Dl bojly (pl (Y o ¥ Lad) 6L ds )l &b IS ey
1r0z-€ ka Ardaxs@r pad storgah nisast ud tanbur / tnbwl/ zad ud sriid ud abarig huramih kard. (Antia, 1900: 2.2)
D)5 (7 SRS 539 995 )5 g Cend o5 5t 4y 220 &S (65,
ls> o0 o (Ao ) 9)5,8) (ssley slus (e 3
u-§ pad an 0 petyaragih fraz kirrénid Gannag Meéndg purr-marg sresk-iz dribagth [wazag homanag sewandomand

ast ke €don gowed ay pad tambiirag kunéd]. (Jamasp,1907: 1.9)

Aoy 4 ol atilon (s ol W BT 18 1) 5 g Sdpus (92,0 oy =) O] ) (Filey & S po (SokalsS
LasS o 95 b (o (o) (im0 98 i ol Comd oS 45 ((3092)
: ‘5?9.1.? ¢« tanbur : ‘sw)l.é ‘«)5.,.25» tambur : ‘SSSLO i\.il.,o ‘sw)l.é T Cand U’“"?) Ou.\-u.h)l) 5)‘5 LE'L"“"L 9 U.QS O Hygo
Durkin-Meisterernst, 2004: 324; Nyberg, 4 oy ,55) «(paww) 0 aw b 90 b LS 51 5lai48» dambird s dambiira(g)
(1974: 191; Elfenbein, 1990: 36
el 000l ) Cdo b ygu5 51,500 G165 (FY i) Sy, g oyl s e sl o
Uiile> sl .(great tambour player) « 5,5 dsc 5853lg5 ¢(gl i ,q05» tambiir T meh-sray /tnbwl Y ms sI’d/
(Azarnouche, 2013: 56, 141, 145 4, 4, ,50) tambul i meh
sur-pik-sray s tambir 4 ;i 2T gl &S, Chomas- (oluwl ow)lb 5 Liwgl) liwl 1! 5l 48,5, meh
D9 E97)
oaese |y Se 83ls (V7 0) (ol 5800k e 50 (OF
(drum, kettle-drum) «<<i tumbag /twmbk’/
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ud tumbag zad ud nay pazdénd ud gaw-dumb wang kunénd. (Jamasp-Asana,1897: 3.26)
(55158 Iao ) WS Sl (o) poglS 5 W5jls3 U 5 (055 =) o 005 S
(o5150l9) g0yl € lo b oo (5l4355» tumbUKT- 1y pSmcaw s s (pdg, o) bl Slpl &io, 5 el
Mayrhofer, I 1956: 513; tumbak ¢«(abB l»,,) tanbik g tanbuk g tanbak : ow B « Jas «Sg5» t“mbuk :
.(Hiibschmann, 1897: 154; Nyberg, 1974: 195)
a4 (FF o VYW 0,5 ,8) (sales dlagais (e ;0 09y ouds aislids )by g ol o 4y ol 51 s a5 ung 855 (VY
el a8 IS4y €0,50,40 baiilgmP  xe
(strolling singer) «s,5s )58 80ilg3 « pwug» IWyS/ WS
huniyagar ¢iyon wes [kii 6h duzed] .... nizar-payman [kii frahang wad kun&d] riftag-payman [kii an 1 kunéd
zud be hiled]. (Jamasp,1907: 13.46)
OSblony a8 o s 1y K3 o el (Glomgennd) ol s ol 48Tl 3,50 ,90 Basilys 37 Sl
[..\.56,0 o, 895 (dan oo ylows) AiS oo a5 |y ax )] 6..»] Cnn!
oolel> vads- Ly, 5l €, Ieas oo vaBsa- | (FF o VY olasasy) vadsd @ o bwgl 5l el 1o )5 5 ool 33l
(OSLPVEsd | Ca pSmcow g &Ly (ol Bl Wl Vil- 1 bl (wyl w5 Ko S Cwas (0
( Bartholomae, 1904: 1328, 1326, 1455f.; Kent, 1953: 208; Mayrhofer III, 1964: 263 ) «alues 0disS SigSw
O S5 99 bolam (55 b 0 J5305ke (FV a0 Yo Jad) vty 5 (FF a) S pgmsl 2330 (e 5o ol 5 (V0
ol 03wl
(Vina, lute) « sais sge «’yg ¢ pPWIN/wn’/
¢ang ud win ud kennar hau barbut ud tambar hamag zanénd pad man srayénd. (Jamasp-Asana, 1897: 113.48)
gl (532) (o (Wlg) 4 0555 [T dam 555 5 L oo JUS 5 009 5 Sz
(Voo Ve Jad) (haany )0 (uicnes
barbut ud tambir ud ¢ang ud har rodiha 1 srayed win xwanénd. (Pakzad, 2005: 238)
ilgS (ng (W55) anliw o (2losle) (pledg) 2 5 Sz g 95 g L
(P WINA | (gddw (Kgaid d5c (5P VINA | S ySmdow i ¢ WiNA- 1 Lwly Sl pl 5l el azd 3, win 54
o (("Win-Ca- >) wanj sWan @ 2 ye — ow )8 Vin : (o3lgels) (ool leis oy 3 om» Wind jan-/ jat- 3.5 Koge
Monchi-zadeh III, 1964: 236; Gharib, 1995: 10395, 10396; 4, o, ,5i) & ghwge I3l 51 oasw» vana : G.w)lé
(Bailey, 1979: 284; Hiibschmann, 1897: 247
WIN 83l L (BT o) Sy 5 loldg pud e o 5 s
(player of vina) « gaue 35 8355les ¢ gl sy ad‘r)wj»Wi;l-Srﬁy fwyn sl’d/
b€ abag ¢ang-sray T kanig T nékog pad Sabestan ka-§ wang t€z ud xwas-awaz pad-iz an kar nek $ayed «ud> win-
sray <pad> xwaran T wuzurg &¢ hiiniyagar pahikar nést. (Jamasp-Asana, 1897: 33.63)
5 (Al diagli) L 555 Gl oS el Sl g3 5 55 ol SOl Gl ) o5 (4S5 Sl pn Sz (050090) 525 L Ll
s Pl T b S (Slotee) 0355 50 Sl
(T a0 Ve Jad) Glaasy o 50 oS 3 olSS]



WY sypaie dily ok ogte by (rwge sla)lBlle (Bly ()b e
(melody of vina) « yg 5ls| « Kby »/wyn K’L’/ win-wang

win-wang an ast k& ahlawan srayénd ud Abestag abar gowed. (Pakzad, 2005: 20b.2)
sl w2) g8 51y Lsgl 5 9l 5500 o el ] Sl
& oS rase 5 5lpial oo SLis 4 ataly (I3l ;Ko o5 Canl s satol aenS 5 5 OISy LS L3 (0F
9 (55910b 25 50 Cesl ol (g5lay (5%e y0 00515 &g
[, Glol bgm» XWaS-aWAZ & yg0 4 € yoe3» XWaS o b ol o (Jamasp-Asana,1897: 33.63) «;lgh» awaz &3,
hrmge Al €5 Kby Wang 182 b liead 10 45 00 )15 4 (53le iz sluj 35S (69,50 50 (55,1 L0s%) S,
2jlsn 2l ohe>
s (Madan, 1911: 53.22) «;.Xllg» niwag-hangez ow o 9 (Dhabhar,1927: 231.15) « S 5lsl Jg» niwag 65lg
g3 oo i 4 Solen Haie 5o GluKial (5595l s 4 &8ly 4o (Madan, 1911: 53.22) «gl,lsg ,u» sriid-aray
Ay €AalS>» Cegamag (105 yw 45 g co b (09,8) (5,8 (ywa) o (VO o ¥ ad) oy (ssley (e 0 (VY
.(Pakzad, 2005: 354) ol 05gr (b1 oy g
Pakzad, 2005:354;) «L.e-i-; pll ‘u;-’.l:“*-;» huniyagith «(Jamasp-Asana, 1897: 158.17) «lz_;_;» huniyag ;9> olejls
Williams, 1990: 18e17; Jamasp,1907:13.46,48; Jamasp-Asana,) <<)§l,,;_-f>» huniyagar 4 «(Shaked, 1979: 319
huniyagaran ag,5 sleaiws 0 5 &lsl iss dgs jses 5‘9:»;.49_;» huniwaz : ssile aleo ow,l8 i <1897: 32.61)
hu- ol Sl 5l eailesl a5 wigd oo cowlice solen (yie 2z o (Jamasp-Asana, 1897: 158.18) «Ql)fl_:_;_;»
ol 00y &Sl Ni- g b €0l puslgl (a8 5w Wak- Ay, 5l "niwaka- ¢ g hu- 5l a8 S, « niwaka-
(Bailey, 1979: 195; Durkin-Meisterernst, 2004: 194)
Cegamag g €35, STOd &isS )2 (109 )3 1y 355 ey oo 5k oy s Sl 4 &5 (ol 55,1295 PO L Sy,
O o S g loldy ) WS o (B yme sliwl g Cawd o) (69 0 CaalSE»

ud har srod [ud] ¢egamag .... awestad mard hém. Jamasp-Asanal897: 28.13

Kt (gLl 3 p0 o 4alSx g 39,0 y0 )0
e SNl o pis « caS» CBEAM-iZ-E: il (ow )l i ¢ “Cait-kamaka- | yluwl Sl w5l 48,5 5 LS Cegamag 554
(6l Al o)l 5 Korz i 5l Sed (g 5l Lasw» CBgamiz / cyg’myc [ SD] gedey (s luie
(Nyberg, 1974: «ail plS @ a5 azD sloe 4 Lol 10 K5z 12 5 Sod (s> 5| S50 CBgAMIZ / cyg’myc
’ .55; Durkin-Meisterernst, 2004: 131, 132)
€O yo ( Sibcuw murwan *bast-wangih & g0 & (VAA Juad) g 3,550 ol e 10 B, Jlgs5l515,L,0 (VA
(Madan; 1911:201.4 4 & ,50) €& yo ( SLolid» murwan “wisad-wangih ,l , ;o «(Madan, 1911: 201.1f. 4, oy 30)
Gilglaly 5lals « Sbolad» g ol «;,,_.:,9,615 O35 9 Oy oy 5l ;<$i;lew» LS a8 0l o leo 40 5w
(YEY AYPY (6l,8) canlaidly ol ) 5 (o)e a5y (o)l b 2098l eyt SWIL G 85ls ol 51 (B 0 K g0l (g, 3

S 25 A O
4.‘>)§‘ ssa.».wyo SNl 9 ol )‘ ‘_g)Lo.m MQGA QLAMJ G’lf)‘ﬁ L;Lmelo as UL..‘> uﬂ&})—’ u.:‘ uu.u.’).’ 4 G»L: 5o
9 o 4.»3[.: ol) S° u;w)l.‘a UL’) L uw Ulf)‘f Q"‘ )‘ 6)[“ 9 Sl odile )b’ob L (551.@4 S9>g0 UH o WSl
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o3ly 0333 5 hemse J8l3le ol 5l Mol g oly 003l inleS 4TSS (lsiee )bl S5l gl 5 59,0l U
5 el ool sy 5l Sz se e 5l Ol sl g Gl 55, 5l 6 S 5 Sge Oels el
S y5liws e el o) (655 (o)l 42 ((29) (33 5 U epoglS LS 00 0925 (Sio) Sl o Koz el (sloolgals
a3 se (BT Easilss @ oS (5 90300 (LS (53|, (Srge gly) 955 Ayl 4 paaSS i G A o Sl

sl 005 gl GBT 0l 5 (hege O3l 5 wals QAT (Ghowgo b (oS (S 559, 51 Ol &S
sl (o) (omlido i ((Sijy aiile i 5 psle JUS 50 0550 o 50 a5 wilyy] Sl laosls cnl )T (3938
sl o3y @y 505 O Oles 5 QU iz 5 3L 5 R e 5 Cato alez 5| (5SUSS slaasy 5 aals
et 4 sale 58 S LB 3 5 lagiesly 5 luliagly (BT sl 58 (B5ly cnl (owlidbais ) Jdos o o)

&lw

KS %, 9 LBy s Soley e by p (Slol 093 50 (moga Il () P (VTAR) (50> dades g dsgano 03LS > (6 3L
OF -V o @ s il lallas

0P sy ool g by LK )8 e cDolaw elowsl i sy a5 o )18 0l 5 L5 deliisls ol )b (VWAT) (5 e <580
FYF-#VY

S ol 10T e dama platial 4y g O (g G e aioe (VTFY) &b (s

M = YA o VPV STV b o elS il g pgaio dlly doz 5 kil 25 ) shasse? (VAVY) alilys Wglo o Ly
wlers 5 Hdgl DYle degaze) (S 5w g A4S (b K Slole g gl ey (Brwae SMhasl (\WYA) & iy
FE-OV Loyl (K2 3 Sl Lol

Oyt sBails ¢ Sludl pale g lool 8uSisls aloee K S s (glygam 5 duiiaz Slyg0m? (VYOD) szl Lais

CYAWVTAY s epgd oS 85 a5 Usd eodlol oz folitils (VFYY)) wasl o Lois

(2,8 Sllllas 5 Slul psle olRinghy 105 o sly Sl S is (VYA (v yie) (iidsome (Jamondl,

olStsls e ¢ Slg; aiome a0 )l (e (S Aime o e VTVY) el )b o)) 0 Sabials
(905

9 OIS o) Sgrme dox 5 (Gl i 8 035 pas VYPY) J o )lm sl

ol oKl S i3 (Sl syl Aa S (VFYA) (o ye) plyge e sigo b

ol o ol 48« samly iy oz el 0o 3 Gl VYYA) 55T cpmsyinns S

pole oBiwghy (i (oo (e Aoz bbb (alicall 850 jo JLys g Sdgo el &25 VYY) 55,1 rmiyinn S
S h Slalllas g !

Sy 5 e Sl el Olnl ) hege 5y OVFY) LS| lis 5 55,1 cmirins S

535 1ol ol dsskes 0l Aloo (o) JUdl (3 Lidaty ) Sip 8 (VYAYF) ablyy o590t

Olnl S8 ol ol 48 oS pgel 50 deglane VYFR) (o2 0) Jltle oy e lss

ebll ohlesligles (ol ok OYVE) (o2 0) Jlale (oo < 5
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