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Abstract

From the 18th century and the beginning of the colonial period in India and the emergence of new
social, cultural and political conditions, the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent first turned to political
struggles, but later they focused on cultural activities. Among Indian Muslims, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan,
whose fame was based on the approach of cultural reform and the establishment of the Oriental
College in that land, with his deep knowledge of the Indian society and the danger of the decline of
Islam in India, in 1875, he proposed a solution to stop the decline of Muslims in India. He considered
the promotion of knowledge and the development of science as an effective tool in removing the
British colonial rule. He was looking for a way out of the crisis of degeneration in the establishment of
Aligarh educational institution and providing scientific platforms in India. Now, the main question of
the current research is, what was the scientific-cultural approach of Aligarh College and what effect
did the educational structure of Aligarh College have on the cultural dynamics of this scientific
institution? Did this college enjoy general acceptance among Indian Muslims? The results of the
research are based on the historical method based on description-analysis of data, the founder of this
college included attention to English schools in his reformation goals in the design of the educational
system, curriculum planning, teaching and learning methods in English and Urdu. In addition to
teaching textbooks derived from new sciences in the West, his emphasis was on jurisprudence texts.
Although this college could not gain acceptance among the Indian Muslims due to its incompatibility
with the religious culture of the common people, it was able to operate as a modern school in India for
many years.

Keywords: Indian subcontinent, Sir Seyed Ahmad Khan, Muslims. Aligarh College, Educational
System, Colonization

1. Introduction

The Indian Muslim community has experienced many difficulties despite its age. Among the special
periods in the history of Indian Muslims, we can mention the period of British colonial rule on the
Indian subcontinent, which in addition to Muslims, forced Hindus to challenge it, and despite their
enmity with each other, they united against Britain to fulfill their civil demands. to cover the failure of
the 1857 AD-1274 AH uprising against the British cost the Indian society dearly, but the Muslims
realized that their problems in facing colonialism were rooted and ideological. On the other hand,
Britain inflicted the last blow on the political body of the Muslims, after which the dynasties of the
Islamic government left India forever, since the British considered only the Muslims responsible for
this rebellion, they were hard on them and did not employ them in the new government. They
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refrained (Kolahdoozha, 2022, 196). Many have considered the British victory in this uprising based
on military superiority and advanced weapons, but it seems that what caused the defeat of the Indian
society was the weakness of the Indian society in the economic, political, cultural, and social fields.
Therefore, Indian Muslim thinkers like sir seyed Ahmad Khan tried to reform the society and came up
with solutions to solve the crisis. Since Sir seyed Ahmad Khan saw the problem in the closed society
and lack of knowledge, he made the reform of the previous education system his main goal. As the
first step, to realizing his lofty ideas, he thought of establishing a distinct scientific center in order to
fill the scientific gap among Muslims. His forerunner was the failure of the rebellion of 1857 AD,
which had an unfortunate and irreparable consequence for the Muslims of India and, in addition to the
darkness of the relations between the Muslims and the British, affected the confusion of the situation
of the Muslims. For this reason, sir seyed Ahmad Khan tried to create peace and stability between
these two groups and tried to restore and strengthen their damaged identity while creating security for
Muslims. However, he believed that these actions should be within the framework of British colonial
laws so that he could create meaningful links between Indian society and British rule. Sir seyed
Ahmad Khan believed that a basic education system can remove obstacles to progress. This idea
caused him to be considered as one of the pioneers of Muslim educational reform in India. It was
based on this educational policy that he was led to realize the idea of the Eastern Islamic College. In
April 1869, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan went to England with his two sons Seyed Mahmoud and Seyed
Hamid to get to know the western civilization closely. His observations of Oxford and Cambridge
universities and his familiarity with the educational system in England influenced his reflections on
improving the condition of Indian Muslims. During this trip, he discovered the causes of the
backwardness of Indian Muslims, the domination of ignorance and blind prejudice, which was the
main obstacle to the development of new sciences and civilization in India (khasnabis, 2005: 45). The
achievement of his trip to Britain was the idea of establishing an Islamic and Eastern school in India
based on Western and Islamic sciences, which could open the blind knot of Muslim ignorance and
influence the development of Muslim civilization as a scientific institution. Based on this, the
scientific foundation of Aligarh College was established and was able to gather a large audience.
Although it was not as successful as other contemporary and later schools, it was still ahead in the
spread of modernism and intellectual reforms among Indian Muslims.

1.1. Detailed Research methodology

Since the current research is historical research, the method of finding answers to the questions and
testing the hypotheses is based on the field of research, descriptive-analytical and documentary. The
method of collecting library information will require scientific web searches from reliable databases.
In this process, first, the original sources and acceptable academic research will be identified and then
the historical data and information will be selected based on the accurate description of the current
situation. Inference and induction in the analysis of causal relationships in the purposeful formation of
Aligarh educational institution and its performance has been important and decisive

2. Discussion

In the 19th century, the Indian subcontinent witnessed many changes, including the beginning of
British hegemony and the adoption of colonial policies in the region. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, the leader
of Muslims during this period, tried to strengthen the position and rights of Muslims. As an
intellectual, he made a lot of efforts to inform Muslims and preserve their identity and rights. Sir
Seyed Ahmad Khan had a great impact, especially in the field of education and, the promotion of the
culture and economy of Muslims and he tried as much as possible to solve the challenges ahead.
However, it was not very successful because when he founded Aligarh College, only a certain section
of society who had the financial ability could attend this school, and on the other hand, most of the
people considered Aligarh School as a servant of colonialism and looked at it with a bad view. This
caused them to move towards the Deobandiyya School, which taught Islamic rules, which was the
main goal of the fight against colonialism. Even though this college could not gain acceptance among
Indian Muslims due to its incompatibility with the religious culture of the general public, it was able to
operate as a modern seminary in India for many years.
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3. Resalt

This research showed that Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was the turning point of reformist Islamic thought in
India in a revision and ideological turn, although his educational reforms with Aligarh College were
realized in fulfilling the new demands of the Indian Muslim society and English experience, could not
achieve practical scientific success in India. Find Studies have shown that although Indian modern
thinkers like Sir Seyed Ahmad Khan knew that traditional institutions did not benefit from new
sciences Indian Muslims have a basic need for new Western sciences to progress so that they can resist
colonialism and new colonial developments. He and other Indian thinkers knew that it was necessary
to deal with these developments by training graduates in new sciences and that the educational
programs of the colonial governments to secure their interests in the colonial countries could never
lead to the development of knowledge in the colonies. As the schools established by the British could
not spread education. Due to the non-participation of Muslims in English Madrasas due to the lack of
religious education in their schools, Muslims are still kept in the traditional and even lower level of
education and only use traditional educational centers such as Deobandia. The research showed that
due to his familiarity with Western culture and his special approach to the place of religion in Islamic
society in the 19th century, Sir Seyed Ahmad Khan wanted to establish an educational center similar
to Cambridge. He founded a college based on Western models such as Cambridge College to teach
topics such as economics, education, and basic sciences. The experience of traveling to the West
showed Sir Seyed Ahmad Khan that he should take advantage of the scientific capabilities and social
facilities of the West to gain political power and increase Islamic knowledge to form a purposeful
vision for the independence of Muslims. He believed that the education of Muslims should be in a way
that leads to progress, and for this reason, he paid great attention to Western science.

The research showed that although Aligarh College initially had a scientific approach to the Sunnah
and Quran, and at the beginning, the teaching of religious texts was emphasized in Aligarh. But the
main importance of this college was the education of the young generation in the society with an
emphasis on western sciences. Sciences that were given less attention in the Muslim society of India.
This study showed that Aligarh's teachings with a positivist approach could not match the traditional
and religious culture of Indian Muslim people and their way of life. The incompatibility of this Igbal
lost it and faced the opposition of the traditional classes, including the scholars. However, Aligarh was
able to gradually remove the doubts of Muslims regarding Western sciences. Due to the existence of
colonialism in India, the founders of Aligarh, who sought awareness through education, could not
confront this powerful colonialism. One of the results of the research was that, despite the knowledge
of the founders of Aligarh, about the impact of science education in changing the economic and social
status of Muslims, due to their distance from correct religious and religious teachings and falling into
Western education, they continued to step on western science and gradually They took steps towards
the secularization of Indian Muslim society, and this was the reason for their lack of success in
spreading their sciences and teachings. Although this dual performance of Aligarh did not have much
success among Muslims, and Deobandi Madrasah and later Nadwa Ulama stole the lead from Aligarh
College, but the research showed that some of the graduates and trainees of this college played an
important role in the future development of this country. As some reformers of the 20th century, who
were serious fighters of colonialism and defenders of India's independence, were among the educated
people of Aligarh school.
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