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ABSTRACT

Language is one of the most prominent and significant stylistic elements in
literary studies. Any change or transformation in the form and content of a
literary work's language reflects the evolving attitudes and knowledge of both
the creator and the society that influenced its creation. At times, language
directly impacts the creation of literary styles and writing methods, while in
other instances, it exerts its influence through various indirect forms. Literary
styles can also shape language, leading to fundamental changes and
evolutions within it. Throughout the history of literary development, we have
witnessed occasions when governmental power influenced language and
literary style, sometimes even controlling it. The Safavid government, which
rose to power in Iran based on a religious ideology, consisted of three key
components: 1) Safavid kings, 2) the Qizilbash, and 3) the religious ulama.
These powers significantly impacted the style and content of the literary texts
of that period. The study of language function in literary works and the power
relations within them connects literary studies to the social sciences and
linguistics. This study explores the influence of power on the prose works of
the Safavid period, viewed through the lens of sociolinguistics, with a
particular focus on the book _Alanr-ara-ye Abbasi. 1t aims to determine the
extent and nature of the influence exerted by these powers on the prose of
that era.

Cite this Article: Pourali, M., & Shiri, G. (2025). Investigating the Influence of Power on Safavid Period
Prose: A Sociolinguistic Analysis Based on the Book Alam Ara-ye Safavi. Literary Text
Research, 28 (102), 365-390. https:/ /doi.org/10.22054/1tr.2023.70609.3644

© 2016 by Allameh Tabataba'i University Press
Publisher: Allameh Tabataba'i University Press
Homepage: https://ltr.atu.ac.it/

B2 | atu
| PRESS

DOT: https://doi.org/10.22054 /1t1.2023.70609.3644

Volume 28, Isuue 102, 2025, Pp. 365-390


http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6935-6054
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4875-857X

e Influence of Power ... | Pourali & Shiri
Introduction

In literary and historical works, there are instances of language use that can be analyzed
through the lens of other disciplines. The application of these sciences to literary texts
takes these works beyond traditional literary study, which typically includes rhetoric
and stylistic analysis, and brings them into the realm of other related fields. A scientific
study of literary works is also important from the perspective of non-literary sciences.
Consequently, within the socio-historical context of a given petiod, the ideological and
relational functions of power dynamics can be examined in relation to social and
political identity, and their influence on the style of the works of that era. This approach
links the field of literature to the social sciences and linguistics.

"Sociology of language is one of the newest fields of modern linguistics that views
language as a social phenomenon and examines it within its social and cultural
context" (Modaresi, 1989: 9). Since many linguistic characteristics can be found in
written works, studying literary works from a particular historical period helps to
determine the type of influence language and society exert on each other. As
Waterman (1968: 99) assetts, "language is fundamentally a social phenomenon, and
its reality and realization only occur as a social establishment."

In the Safavid era, a period marked by the rise of multiple power structures,
numerous works were produced, each shaped by the influence of specific powers
and their related discourses. By examining these discourses and their changes, we can
understand how the social, moral, and philosophical perspectives of the time evolved.
The discourse of power governs human performance and the factors associated with
it, transforming into a language within social fields. This power discourse can
determine effective governance strategies, resistance tactics, and shape the
relationship between language and culture.

Throughout the history of literary development in Iran, we observe that
governmental power has often played a significant role in shaping language and
literary style. For example, during the Timurid period, the government established
literary and scientific societies, and writers and scholars worked under government
institutions. At other times, intellectuals held power and influenced literature, as in
the Gorkani period, when Iranian immigrant poets in India moved the literary style
toward complexity. Additionally, during the Ghaznavid period, political and military
power influenced literary production, with much of the literature being
commissioned, often resulting in exaggerated praise in poetry and prose.

The Safavid government, which rose to power through religious ideology, was a
political entity composed of three main pillars: 1. The Safavid kings, 2. The Qizilbash,
and 3. Religious scholars. At the base of this power structure were various social
groups, ranging from illiterate common people to educated intellectuals. The
thoughts, culture, and language of these individuals were shaped by the three
powerful entities at the top of the pyramid.
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Many books and articles have been written about power and its influence on society,
including Michel Foucault's Knowledge and Power and William Beeman's Language and
Dignity and Power in Iran. Additionally, articles such as Language, Power, and ldeology by
Jahangir Jahangiri, published in 2013 in the Journal of Theoretical Policy Research, also
explore this topic. When it comes to Safavid prose, there are references to this subject
in the stylistic works of Malkalsharai Bahar and Dr. Shamisa, and a detailed discussion
is provided in Dr. Gahraman Shiri's Iwitation and Reduction. Howevet, no research has
specifically addressed the influence of power on Safavid prose from the perspective of
the sociology of language.

Methodology

In this research, the concept of power and its discourse are first explained through the
library method. By considering the sociology of language, the study then explores the
effects of the existing powers during the Safavid era on the prose of that period, with
a particular focus on the book Alam-ara-ye Abbasi as the primary source.

Discussion and Conclusion

Powers influence language and shape the style and context of speech and writing.
From the perspective of the sociology of language, both language and society
mutually influence each other, and the works produced, along with their associated
discourses, are also impacted by this dynamic relationship. During the Safavid era, a
time of fragmented power where control was divided among several major groups
(the religious clergy with Shiite ideology, ruling sultans and Qizilbash with popular
culture, and intellectuals with scientific culture), we observe a combined effect of
these various discourses on the literary works of the period. This diversity in power
discourses is the primary reason for the eclectic nature of Safavid prose. In some
works, the influence of religious power is clearly evident, while in others, the
influence of Qizilbash culture and street life is more prominent.

In Alam-ara-ye Abbasi, the influence of intellectual power in alignment with
governmental authority is more pronounced, reflecting the authot's background as
an educated individual holding a government position. This book serves as a prime
example of the eclectic prose of the Safavid period, showcasing the combined impact
of the visible and hidden powers of the time. The author processes popular culture,
religious culture, and scientific culture into a mixed prose style, engaging the audience
across different discourses throughout the text.
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