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ABSTRACT

An archetype is a recurring idea, symbol, pattern, or character type in a story.
It represents a universal element of the human experience that appears across
different cultures and storytelling traditions. Archetypes are commonly used
in philosophy, psychology, and literature. Folk literature, in particulat, is a
rich manifestation of archetypes. Folk tales and legends, passed down
through generations, often feature archetypal elements. The intersection of
mythology and literature has contributed significantly to the presence of
archetypes in literary works. One such archetype is the myth of water, which
holds sacred significance in many mythological traditions and is regarded as
the essence of life in various civilizations. This article explores the positive
aspects of the water myth in the works of Tarsusi, specifically in 4bu
Muslemnameh and Ger'an-e Habashi. On the positive side, water is often
associated with birth, fertility, and renewal. However, in its negative aspect,
water can also symbolize death and nothingness. The maternal interpretation
of water symbols, often represented by female figures, reflects the influence
of water in mythological stories featuring holy and god-like heroes such as
Abu Muslim and the Get'an-Habashi. In these tales, water is portrayed as
possessing a legendary cleansing power, purifying the hero and guiding them
toward a symbolic paradise. This is evident in Ger'an-¢e Habashi, whete the
Get'an enters the water and emetges from the garden of Prophet Solomon,
a representation of heaven. While Abu Muslemnameh is more historical in
nature and grounded in factual events, the presence of magic, though subtle,
can still be found in the narrative. In certain sections of the story, magic is
invoked through the use of water, whether by witches around a spring or
through the act of blowing into water, further linking water with mystical and
transformative powers.
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Introduction

Folk tales and legends have been passed down through the centuries in the form of
archetypes. In ancient mythology, legends often reflect the deep connection between
humans and the natural world. As mythology is closely intertwined with literature,
many of these archetypes find their way into literary works. One such archetype is the
myth of water. In ancient Iran, Anahita was a renowned female deity, a mother goddess
whose character is closely associated with the concept of watet. The name "Ardi Sur
Anahita," meaning "powerful river," was used to describe her, linking her to a
mythological river that symbolizes both the strength and divine nature of water.

From the point of view of etymology, Anahita is composed of two components:
"An" and "Hita". "A-an" is a negative prefix, and "hita" means contaminated, so
Anahita means pure and free from any pollution. Anahita is the guardian goddess of
waters and rains, as well as the goddess of purity, fertility, blessing, love, and friendship.
She is often described as a beautiful maiden, symbolizing water and a vast river. Since
the creation of life is inherently tied to water, birth, and fertility, she is seen as a
manifestation of the feminine element, interpreted as the "mother of mothers." This
connects her to the nurturing, maternal aspects of the soul. Based on this
understanding, water holds both positive and negative meanings. On the positive side,
it represents birth, fertility, nurturing love, and assistance. On the negative side, it
symbolizes death and nothingness. Tests involving water, such as crossing it, swimming
in it, traveling by boat or ship, or washing the body in it, are often seen as challenges
that help the hero attain spiritual honor. Symbolically, entering the water represents a
return to the cosmic and ascetic conditions of the ideal mother. Water, therefore, is a
symbol of unconscious forces and embodies the feminine energies of existence,
particulatly the archetype of the ideal mother. In many holy texts and mythological
stories, water is revered and considered the essence of life across civilizations. As the
principle of creation, water is seen in many cultures as a foundational element. Folk
literature, with its rich symbolic layers, often provides the best representation of these
ancient myths. This article explores the myth of water in folk literature, specifically
examining the works of Abu Taher Tarsusi: Abu Moslen Nameh and Ger'an-¢ Habash.

Literature Review

Although no direct research has been conducted on the specific topic of this article,
several studies have explored the myth of water. These include a comparative study of
the "Myth of Water" in the mythologies of Iran and India (Barani & Khanisomar,
2014), an interpretation of the symbolic function of the water myth and its
manifestations in Firdowsi's Shahnameh based on mythological frameworks (Qaemi et
al., 2008), and a comparative study of the role of water in the story of Kuroglu with
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and its oral traditions (Rasmi & Rasmi, 2017).
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Methodology

This article provides a descriptive and analytical exploration of the myth of water in
folk literature, focusing on stories from the folklore of Abu Taher Tarsusi.

Conclusion

Archetypes are present in myths, and the myth of water is one such archetype that
plays a significant role in human mythology. The role of water is evident in the myths
of ancient civilizations such as Iran, Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China. This article
explores the myth of water in the works of Tarsusi. Since the myth of water appears in
various forms in Tarsusi’s works (Abu Muslin-Nameh and Qer'an Habashi), part of the
analysis, such as crossing through water, the exemplary mother, and rebirth, aligns with
the epic and mystical literature of these stories. However, another part, including the
act of blowing words into water and magic in water, is specific to folk literature.
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