A Sociological Study of Ravandi’s Rahat-o-Sodour and Ayat-o-
Sorour Based on the Descriptive Dimension of Lucien
Goldman’s Theory of Developmental Constructivism

Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and

. . .%‘é =
Ismaeil Narmashiri Literature, Velayat University, Iranshahr, Iran. E-mail: toordan@yahoo.com

Zahra Shohlibor

I M.A. Student, Persian Language and Literature, Velayat University, Iranshahr, Iran.

Print ISSN:
2251-7138
Online ISSN:
2476-6186

Article Type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received January 21,
2021

Received in revised
form September 13,
2022

Accepted July 06,
2022

Published Online
January 006, 2025

Keywords:
Genetic
structuralism,
Rabhat-o-Sodonr,
wotldview of
classes,
significance

ABSTRACT
Drawing upon the theories of Georg Lukacs, Marx, Hegel, and Jean Piaget,

Genetic Structuralism, a branch of the sociology of literature developed by
TLucien Goldman, examines text structures and their effects, as well as the
way they were constructed in relation to their historical status. It emphasizes
the unity of form and content, relating each work to the worldview held by
its authot’s social class, in an attempt to discover the relationship between
the internal structure of a work and the thought structure of its authot’s social
class. In essence, genetic structuralism examines historical behaviors and
tangible significances influenced by the author’s social class in their
emotional and intellectual life. In this approach, therefore, the content of a
literary work is examined rather than merely described. The present research
focuses on examining the influence of historical and social conditions and
requirements on the author’s emotional and intellectual dimensions, and the

observability of these effects within the work’s structures.
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Introduction

When reading texts and literary works affects the mind of the audience, it must be
acknowledged that the reception of artistic pleasure cannot be considered the only
function of literary works. Based on this, the study of texts opens new attitudinal
windows and new acquisition experiences for informed audiences and people of
knowledge. Today, literary criticism, in parallel with interdisciplinary studies, is capable
of revealing hidden meanings and thoughts behind the multiple layers of texts and
literary works through its own methods and techniques. Meanwhile, through literary
theories, sociological critique of developmental constructivism, one of its basic
foundations, attempts to specifically and convincingly explain the relationship between
a literary work and the social, political, and economic aspects of the author’s era. It is
clear that every literary phenomenon has a creator, and the literary creator is inseparable
from society. Hence, “each person belonging to any social group reflects his thoughts,
teelings, and behavior” (Goldman, 2013: 178). These elements and conditions, whether
desired or not, affect the significant development of the structure of their work. Now,
since sociology “cannot accept that fundamental laws governing the fate of creators in
the field of culture should be firmly separated from the rules governing the daily
behavior of all people in life and economy” (ibid; 177). Therefore, in such cases, the
sociological critic, with necessary concentration, attempts to understand the
relationship of people in society with the literary work from a holistic perspective.

Literature Review

To date, no research based on the sociological reading of Rabat-o-Sodour and Ayat-o-
Soronr using the critique of developmental constructivism has been conducted.
However, articles and books worthy of attention have paralleled theses with titles
related to this theory, where authors have attempted to connect their work’s titles and
subjects to components of the index sociological theories employed by Goldman. For
example, two of them are mentioned:
1. Sociological criticism of the novel "Autumn is the Last Season of the Yeat"
with the approach of developmental structuralism, written by Mahboud Fazli,
Literary Researches magazine, number 73, autumn 2020.
2. Analysis of the novel "Deraznae Shab" based on Lucien Goldman's theory of
developmental constructivism, written by Parisa Golyari, Badrieh Qavami, and
Jamal Adhami, Fictional Literature Research Jonrnal, number 74, summer 2020.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a library study method in an analytical way. First,
an attempt was made to consider and review most of the related sources and articles.
Then, based on the entries and question of the text Rahar-0-Sodour, it was carefully and
patiently read, and necessary textual evidence was extracted. All the evidence and
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textual information were categorized according to Goldman's sociological theoretical
and intellectual indicators and assumptions. Finally, after adaptation and analysis of the
obtained information, it was compiled.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that the mental structure of Ravandi’s society
influenced the meaning of the structure of Rabat-o-Sodour and Ayat-o-Sorour, and this is
effectively a coherent adaptation in terms of collective character with the structure of
the work, achieved through possible awareness and real peripheral and interdiscursive
awareness of social institutions. The textual world of Rabat-o-Sodour in the field of
Seljuq politics clearly shows primitive and aggressive actions, not only during
campaigns but also at other times, throughout all parts of society. Objectification and
commodification of women and religion, obtained after the sociological reading of
Rabat-o-Sodonr, reveal the hidden worldview of the author and the text. In the Seljuq
era, women lacked identity. Gitls and women were potential commodities in the hands
of rulers to achieve political and ethnic interests and support. The Seljuqs outwardly
decorated their religion, but textual evidence shows that religion, like women, had an
exchange value in the policies of the Seljuq rulers.

One of the important topics in Goldman's sociology is the problematic hero or
heroine. The text of Rabat-0-Sodour, from the perspective of the collective worldview
of Khwaje Nezamolmulk's character, thinking, and action, creates a problematic
hero. Possible Sufi consciousness, obtained through the adaptation of society’s
indicators with Goldman’s theory, is one of the concepts found in Rabat-o-Sodonr.

The topic of individual and interdiscourse subjects, in addition to the mentioned
topics, plays a significant role in expressing the coherence and wotldview governing
the structure of Rahat-o-Sodour. Many individual subjects appear in the format of
persons, including the royal family, doormen, ministries, emirates, judges, colonels,
secretaries, castle keepers, special slaves, messengers, etc. In Rabat-o-Sodonr,
qualitative value categories such as equality, brotherhood, freedom, and security are
not mentioned.
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