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Abstract

Translation has witnessed different tendencies since the beginning of theorizing, and through these
tendencies, theorists have presented their theories in the field of translation, despite being affiliated
with different schools. From ancient times until the 1950s, when translation was examined and
studied as a branch of linguistics, there was a serious disagreement about the quality, honesty, and
betrayal in translation. The importance of linguistics, its capability in the development of translation
studies, and its theories are undeniable. Among those who contributed to the development of
linguistic theories of translation is Catford, who focused on finding equivalence in translation
between the source language and the target language by making some modifications in the
translation. This research attempts, through the use of a descriptive-analytical approach, to study the
lexical modifications in Bassam Rababa’a’s Arabic translation of Shafi’i Kadkani’s book entitled
“Persian Literature from the Jami Period to the Present” based on Catford’s theory.

In the field of Islamic civilization, Persian is a very important language, but there are people who
cannot speak it and are therefore unable to understand texts written in Persian. From this
perspective, translation can be an effective and important tool in establishing communication
between those who live in the realm of Islamic civilization. Furthermore, translation plays an
important role in today's world and human societies by converting a text from one language to
another.

The debate about the work and method of translation has been going on since the time of Cicero
and continues to this day. There are those who say that the study of translation is closely related to
language. As Catford confirms, any theory of translation must depend on a linguistic theory.
Catford focused on creating equivalence in translation between the original and target languages by
creating lexical and grammatical changes. According to this theory, the translator must know the
words, phrases, and structures of the source language. As a result of the translator’s decisions, the
translated text undergoes numerous changes at the lexical level — that is, words, combinations, and
terms — and the grammatical level. Since translated texts are the materials that researchers rely on
for analysis, interpretation, and conclusion, the author of the study aims to examine the lexical
changes in the Arabic translation of the book Persian Literature from the Jami Period to Our Age.
This book was translated into Arabic by the Jordanian translator Bassam Ruba’a. The importance of
this research lies in the application of one of the modern theories in translation studies.

One of the most important findings of the study is that the translator made many changes in
translating words, phrases, and proverbs and used synonyms close to the language and culture of the
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Arab reader in dealing with the different structures of the two languages. Most of these changes
have been to convey the intended meaning of the author of the text, which shows that the translator
was well aware of the Persian language and culture and had reached a correct understanding of the
subtle differences between the two languages. However, in some cases, he has not been successful
in finding equivalents of words, phrases, and idioms, and as a result, he has conveyed a meaning to
the Arabic-speaking reader that was not intended by the author of the original text. In addition, most
of the translator's mistakes occurred in the translation of Persian poems, which was largely the
result of his incorrect reading in analyzing some words, phrases, and idioms.

Keywords: Translation Criticism, Catford's Theory, Lexical Changes, Shafi'i Kadkani, Bassam
Robabieh.
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