Journal of Research in Arabic Language
E-ISSN: 2821-0638

Document Type: Research Paper

Vol. 17, Issue. 1, No. 32, Spring & Summer, 2025

Received: 16/03/2024  Accepted: 26/08/2024
https://ui.ac.ir/en

Semantic Domains of Good and Bad Personal Traits: Analysis in
Supplications of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya

Mahmoodreza Tavakoli Mohammadi
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Email: mr.tavakoli@cfu.ac.ir

Ahmad Mohammadi Nezhad Pashaki

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran
Email: a.mohamadi.np@guilan.ac.ir
Ali Khaleghi ®
*Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Farhangian University,
Tehran, Iran

Email: a.khaleghi@cfu.ac.ir

Abstract

Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya is a valuable collection of supplications attributed to Imam Sajjad (AS),
which is deemed to be of great significance from various religious and literary aspects. The
supplications are considered to contain a plethora of hidden notions and concepts, the deciphering
of which can benefit from linguistic approaches. As such, the purpose of the current research was to
compressively examine its semantic domains and its artistic and aesthetic elements. It sought to
provide solutions for the following two research questions: 1) How are positive personal traits
represented in the supplications al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya? 2) How are negative traits reflected
therein?

The importance of the present study is in examining the semantic areas that help the audience
better and more deeply understand what Imam Sajjad (AS) was seeking to address in the
supplications of Sahifa Sajjadiyya.

The field of vocabulary can be divided into the main semantic dimension related to the kinship
field, the main notions from which include kinship, alienation, breaking off family ties, justice,
honoring parents, ungratefulness, and disobedience to mother, among others. The second semantic
field is that of justice and includes notions of justice, equality, and rightfulness. In the semantic
field of the sense of honesty and truth, there lie notions such as honesty, faithfulness, sincerity, and
faithfulness to the promise, all of which pertain to the domain of positive personal attributes. On the
other end of the spectrum lie the negative personal traits, which contain notions from various fields,
yet collectively include notions of lies, arrogance, and immorality, among others. Al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya, called the Psalms of Islam, is of high value in the literature of religion and especially in
the literature of prayer, and Imam Zain al-Abidin (AS) was determined to outline its structure and
introduce its types based on specific formulations, as he is perceived by many to have presented the
contents of the supplications with a remarkable artistic language. This being said, Imam Sajjad (AS)
has employed rather straightforward and easy-to-understand words and terms to convey
understandable notions. The language of Imam's selected vocabulary is evident in all the words that
imply moral meanings. As such, two broad semantic areas are addressed in the book, namely 1)

Copyright©2025, University of Isfahan. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY-NC-ND/4.0), which permits others to download this work and share it with others as long as they credit it,
but they can’t change it in any way or use it commercially.

Doi: 10.22108/RALL.2024.140994.1509



10.22108/RALL.2024.140994.1509
https://ui.ac.ir/en

Journal of Research in Arabic Language, Vol. 17, Issue. 1, No. 32, Spring & Summer, 2025

semantic areas of terms representing positive personal traits, and 2) semantic areas of terms
representing negative personal traits.

The semantic field of positive personal traits in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya is shown to cover a wide
range, within which the domain of praise and gratitude stands, and includes notions of apology,
forgiveness, sincerity, chastity, kindness, clandestineness, insusceptibility, good speech, and call for
divinity. The scope of positive personal traits consists of the most prominent moral and spiritual
qualities that are evident in the personality of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), as he calls his audience to
have and adhere to many human values that are celebrated by the greats.

The semantic field of the notions on indecent negative personal traits in the book mostly pertains
to the relationship between oneself and God. Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya is also a great repository of
knowledge and a comprehensive encyclopedia of all kinds of prayers and valuable soliloquies. The
linguistic style of Imam Sajjad (AS) has unique and distinct aesthetics to it, fortified by his way of
using words creatively and harmoniously together, and accompanied by his greatly-honed language
skills.

Keywords: Importance, Good Traits, Bad Traits, Morals, al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya..
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