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Abstract

The image is one of the main elements that make up poetry, as logicians have said in the definition
of poetry: Poetry is an imaginary word. Poetic images depend on the existence of two image-
creating components, i.e., emotion and imagination in imaginative words. The more the poet uses
these two components, the more amazing the images created in his poems are and the more impact
they have on the reader. This research investigates the poetic images in the epic Imam Ali written by
George Shakur (born in 1935), a great Lebanese Christian poet, writer, and author.

In this research, an attempt has been made to investigate the most important elements of the
image in the mentioned work using a descriptive-analytical method. In the analysis of poetic images
in the epic Imam Ali, first, different types of poetic images are extracted and categorized. Then, they
are analyzed and their aesthetic and mediating functions are extracted. Finally, the frequency of
each element is shown with a diagram. The two research questions of the study are:

1) What are the most important elements of imagery in the epic Imam Ali?

2) What effect do these elements have on the better and more effective conveyance of meaning
to the mind of the audience?

Image is one of the most important and widely used terms of literary criticism and one of the
main topics of today's rhetoric. Every poet tries to present artistic, beautiful, and creative images in
his poetry. "A poem without an image is not considered a poem" (Yousefi, 1982, p. 113). "In the
word image, it means to put a shape and form for something or a pattern and drawing" (Dehkhoda,
1985, p. 5933). "lllustration in poetry is a kind of artistic creation through which the poet gives life
to words and objects and gives them an emotional burden and creates a new world with the help of
these images" (Zarinkoob, 1988, p. 190).

Contemporary Arab critics and rhetoricians have also used the words ‘imagery’ as equivalent to
image. Generally, the term imagery is used for all applications of figurative language. In this sense,
image is "any virtual use of language, which includes all rhetorical devices such as simile,
metaphor, allegory, symbol, virtual documents, recognition, sensation, myth, exaggeration, hint,
paradox, etc.” (Fotuhi Roudmoajni, 2006, p. 45).
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Relevant studies indicate that the poet has been able to successfully describe the battle of the
heroes in this magnificent work by artistically using all kinds of poetic images. The author used
different types of similes, including eloquent similes and compound similes, similes, as tools to
better convey the meanings and bring them closer to the mind of the audience. By comparing
abstract and intellectual issues to tangible and material elements, he has made it easier for the
audience to understand them. By giving life to inanimate tools, he has increased the dynamism of
his images. In addition to similes and metaphors, the use of irony and ironic interpretations has
widened the range of images. In addition, the use of various types of artistic exaggerations,
suggestive images, and auditory images has made this work of art even more attractive.

In the examination of the images of the epic Imam Ali, it was found that the poet was able to
depict various scenes, especially epic scenes, by using poetic images. We witness the poet's use of
different types of poetic images, i.e., simile, metaphor, irony, and exaggeration, in addition to
synonyms, repetitions, puns, etc. Out of the total of 63 similes in this long poem, about 27 (43%)
similes are eloquent and the rest 36 (57%) are non-eloquent. Among the total of 131 metaphors,
there are 60 cases of ‘Makniyyah’ metaphor, 57 cases of recognition, and 14 cases of explicit
metaphor. Shakur tried to depict the character and life of Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) using imaginary
images. Recognition and visualization, which are two powerful arms of metaphor in the formation
of images, have a high frequency in this epic.

Irony has also a high frequency in this work, in addition to the fact that Shakur tried to combine
irony with similes and metaphors, which made the work a hundredfold more attractive.
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