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Abstract:
The budgeting system is one of the essential tools for accountability, control,
and achieving national goals in governance. In this article emerging
transformations and the increasing complexity of public issues have led
traditional budgeting methods to lose their effectiveness and efficiency.
Therefore, the transition from traditional governance to smart governance, as
an institutional and public sector entrepreneurship initiative, holds significant
importance. The aim of this research is to identify and prioritize the
antecedents for implementing a smart budgeting system in Iran. From a
methodological perspective, this study follows a sequential mixed-methods
approach (qualitative in the first phase and gquantitative in the second phase)
and is applied in nature. In the qualitative phase, through thematic analysis
and in-depth semi-structured interviews with 10 academic and executive
experts, the required antecedents were identified. In the quantitative phase,
the identified factors were prioritized using the Best-Worst Method (BWM)
based on the opinions of 13 experts. The interviews resulted in 2 overarching
themes, 4 organizing themes, and 19 basic themes. The findings from the
quantitative phase indicate that the most important antecedents for
implementing a smart budgeting system include: “Commitment and
determination of senior governance leaders” (under the organizing theme
“Cross-organization”), “Software infrastructure” (under the organizing
theme “Information Technology”), ‘“Management support (middle
management)” (under the organizing theme “Change Management”), and
“Access to data” (under the organizing theme “Organizational Resources”).
Keywords: Smart Budgeting, Smart Governance, Artificial Intelligence, Thematic
Analysis, Best-Worst Method.
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