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Abstract
The prominent role of female religious preachers in Islamic society has
led to diverse opinions—both supportive and critical—regarding their
performance, expressed by various segments of society and even
adversaries of the Islamic community. Some critiques pertain to the
communication ethics of female preachers during their propagation
activities, claiming significant shortcomings in this domain. Accordingly,
this study seeks to analyze and assess these claims, aiming to identify and
address potential weaknesses in the professional ethics of female
preachers. The central research question is: What factors undermine the
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professional ethics of female preachers in the context of religious
communication, and to what extent are these challenges prevalent? The
research adopts a mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative) approach. In
the qualitative phase, data was collected through interviews and analyzed
using thematic analysis, identifying challenges in three key areas:
interactions with audiences, male counterparts, and fellow preachers. In
the quantitative phase, the prevalence of these challenges was assessed
among a selected group of preachers (affiliated with the Islamic
Propagation Office) using a researcher-developed questionnaire.
Hypotheses regarding the significance of these challenges among
experienced vs. novice preachers, as well as between preachers in Qom
and other cities, were tested. The results indicate that, with a 99%
confidence level, the low average of all identified challenges—as well as
the overall challenge index—is statistically significant. Additionally, the
proposed hypotheses regarding differences based on experience or
location were not confirmed. Thus, while ethical challenges in the
communication practices of female religious preachers exist—
particularly concerning professional religious propagation ethics—their
prevalence is not substantial.
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