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In this article, we have analyzed some of the important issues related
to causality in Mulla Sadra’s three philosophical journeys with the
argumentative and analytical method to determine what evolutions
had occurred and to find out the relationship of these evolutions with
mentioned journeys. In the first journey, according to the
theologians' point of view, the relationship of Haaq Taala with
creatures is in the form of “effective and affected” relationship.
According to this journey, not only is there a possibility of
separation between cause and effect, but also diversity in essence
and refuse of any kind of causality can be stated. In the second
journey, according to the originality of the existence of gradational
oneness, the relationship of Haaq Tagla with the creatures is in the
form of “cause and effect” and the discussion of “stages” can be
stated. Finally, the mentioned relationship corresponds to the third
journey is in the form of “exterior and epiphantic form”. According
to this journey, the effect is a manifestation of cause. The first two
journeys emphasize the constant coexistence of cause and effect and
exterior and epiphantic form by maintaining the difference between
the two journeys. In the same way, according to the requirements of
the first journey, “giving, granting, and Giver" are contradictory;
according to the requirements of the second journey, these three are
united and according to the third journey, they are the one. The
relation established between the elements of causality, i.e. cause and
effect, according to the first journey is categorical relation,
according to the second journey is illuminative relation and
according to the third journey is gaytimi relation. It should be noted
that all of these issues are consistent with the issues mentioned in
the three journeys.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Mulla Sadra, a prominent figure in Islamic philosophy, underwent a
profound intellectual evolution characterized by three distinct
philosophical journeys: the originality of nature, the originality of
existence of gradational oneness and the originality of existence of
personal oneness. Regarding the issue of causality, such developments
have happened like many issues in treanscendent theosophy. Reflection
on the issues of Islamic wisdom shows that one of the most important and
broad areas of discussion that has been affected by the three journeys
mentioned is the issue of causality; as we know, the arguments that Mulla
Sadra makes to prove the third journey, i.e. the originality of existence of
personal oneness, are presented through “tarqiq of causality”. Therefore,
the complete manifestation of the realization of the third journey is the
issue of causality, and compared to issues such as time, movement,
posteriority and anteriority, etc., it has the prominence that it is the direct
manifestation of the realization of the third journey and the completion of
the three journeys in this issue. Perhaps the reason why Mulla Sadra
considered the argument of the personal oneness of existence to be the
completion of philosophy is in relation with the issue of causality.

In his research method, Mulla Sadra first starts with the basis of the
gavm and after presenting the possible objections of the gavm's point of
view, he takes the audience with him with a moderate point of view and
leads him from the pluralist valley of nature to the unitary land of
existence, and whenever he gets a chance, he goes a step beyond that and
presents his final opinion based on the originality of existence of personal
oneness. In this article we try to investigate the issue of causality
according to three philosophical journeys of Mulla Sadra and finally
explain his ultimate idea according to the last journey: the originality of
existence of personal oneness.

Methodology

In this article by using descriptive-analytical method we want to
investigate and analyze the issue of causality according to three
philosophical journeys of Mulla Sadra.

Results

1. First Philosophical Journey: In this journey i.e. the originality of nature,
Sadra's initial approach was rooted in the originality of nature, an
essentialist perspective commonly associated with earlier philosophers.
This viewpoint, often referred to as “qavm”, emphasized a nominal
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understanding of existence, which Sadra critiqued for its inadequacy.
He argued that essence is inherently limited and cannot encompass the
fullness of reality, leading to a restricted understanding of existence.

2. Second Philosophical Journey: In this journey i.e. the originality of
existence of gradational oneness, Sadra embraced the originality of
existence, which acknowledges a gradational unity among all beings.
This perspective asserts that existence is the fundamental principle,
and all entities can be understood as varying degrees of existence. This
shift alters the traditional view of causality, proposing a more
intertwined relationship between the Divine and the created world.
Here, existence becomes foundational, allowing for a unified reality
rather than a mere collection of discrete essences.

3. Third Philosophical Journey: In this journey, i.e. the originality of
existence of personal oneness, the culmination of Sadra's philosophical
evolution leads to the third journey, characterized by the unity of in its
personal form. This perspective integrates his earlier insights,
emphasizing that all existence is a manifestation of a singular Divine
reality. The concepts of causality and the Divine relationship are
further refined, illustrating a more interconnected framework where
existence is not merely a result of creation but an extension of God's
Essence.

Conclusion

According to the first journey, which is the originality of nature, pure
multiplicity prevails in the world because the essential affairs are different
from each other; therefore, if causality and disability are raised in this
context, it will not be possible to imagine the problem because causality
implies belonging and otherness implies separation, and uzli bindnat can
be proposed. According to the second journey and by proving the
originality of existence of gradational oneness, the plurality of reality is
promoted to unity in the plurality of reality, and the governing plurality is
also interpreted as the different levels of this single truth. The
contradiction between cause and effect based on this journey is the
contradiction between the strongest and the weakest, and finally, it is
adjectival bindnat, not uzli bindnat, but according to the third journey, the
subject is promoted to the unity of reality; the extent of the existence of
the right based on this journey is such that it does not leave anything else,
and everything that is called other in the previous journeys is a
manifestation of God in this journey. In this journey, instead of causality,
manifestation can be stated.
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