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Bodily resurrection is among the most challenging issues in Islamic
hilosophy, prompting distinct explanations from major philosophers
ike 1bn Sina (Avicenna) and Mulla Sadra. Employing a descriptive-
nalytical method focused on their primary works, this article argues
nat the fundamental root of their disagreement on explaining bodily
esurrection lies, more than any other factor, in their different
onceptions of the nature, role, and fate of the “human body.” 1bn Sina,
iolding a dualistic and largely instrumental view of the body, considers
t a substance distinct from the soul, corruptible, and even an obstacle
2 the soul’s ultimate perfection. This perspective confronts the
hilosophical explanation of the return of the exact same elemental
iody with serious difficulties (the impossibility of recreating the non-
xistent, the problem of identity), leading him towards reliance on
eligious scripture (ta‘abbud) in this matter. In contrast, Mulla Sadra,
elying on the principles of Transcendent Theosophy (primacy of
xistence, substantial motion), regards the body as a lower, dynamic
avel of the soul’s existence, undergoing essential transformation
ollowing its substantial motion. This unitarian and developmental
ierspective provides the ground for a philosophical explanation of
iodily resurrection wherein the otherworldly (imaginal) body is not the
e-creation of the non-existent body but the developed stage of the
vorldly body and the manifestation of the soul in a higher realm,
reated by the soul itself according to its acquired dispositions. This
rticle concludes that the “philosophy of the body” is the point of
leparture and the key to understanding the transition from the
‘eripatetic to the Sadrian approach concerning bodily resurrection.

Cite this article: Rastaei, H; Hadi Rezaeian, S.H (2025). lbn Sina’s and Mulla Sadra’s Conception of the
Human Body and its Influence on their Explanation of Bodily Resurrection, History of
Islamic Philosophy, 4 (2), 67-90. https://doi.org/10.22034/HP1.2025.525101.1152
© The Author(s). Publisher: Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education Institute.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/HPI1.2025.525101.1152




History of Islamic Philosophy/ VVol.3/ Issu.12/ Winter.2025 68

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic doctrine of “bodily resurrection” (al-ma‘ad al-jismani)
presents a significant philosophical challenge in reconciling scriptural
affirmations with rational principles. This paper investigates the divergent
approaches of Aba ‘Ali Sina (Avicenna) and Sadr al-Muta’allihin Shirazi
(Mulla Sadra), arguing that the primary root of their differing
explanations lies in their distinct “conceptions of the human body.” Ibn
Sina’s Peripatetic framework, viewing the body as an instrument distinct
from the soul, led to philosophical difficulties in explaining the return of
the exact same elemental body, prompting reliance on scriptural
adherence (ta‘abbud). Conversely, Mulla Sadra, through his Transcendent
Theosophy, particularly the principle of substantial motion (al-harakah al-
jawhariyyah), re-conceptualized the body as an evolving dimension of the
soul. This allowed him to propose a philosophical framework where the
resurrected (imaginal) body is a natural continuation of the soul’s
development, not a mere re-creation. This study posits that the
“philosophy of the body” is the critical determinant distinguishing their
eschatological accounts.

Methods

This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical methodology, based on a
comparative textual analysis of the primary works of Ibn Sina and Mulla
Sadra. It examines their specific doctrines concerning the human body, its
relationship with the soul, and their consequent interpretations of bodily
resurrection, highlighting how each philosopher’s understanding of
corporeality fundamentally shapes their eschatological theories.

Results
Ibn Sina’s Conception of the Body and its Implications for Bodily

Resurrection :Ibn Sina views the human body as a composite of prime

matter and corporeal form. The soul is the “first perfection of a natural,
organic body,” yet he strongly defends the soul’s immateriality and
independence. The body serves primarily as an instrument (ali) for the
soul but is also a *“veil” (hijab) to its ultimate intellectual perfection.
Death dissolves the elemental body, while the soul subsists, allowing for
spiritual resurrection.

However, scriptural affirmations of bodily resurrection presented lbn

Sina with major philosophical difficulties:
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1. The Impossibility of Recreating the Annihilated in its Exactitude
(i‘adat al-ma‘dam bi-‘aynihi): The decomposed elemental body is
“non-existent.” Philosophically, recreating the exact same body is
impossible. A similar (mithl) body does not equate to
the identical (‘ayn) one.

2. The Problem of Personal Identity (huwiyyah shakhsiyyah): If the
resurrected body is not numerically the same, the continuity of
personal identity is challenged.

3. The Redundancy of the Body for the Perfected Soul: For a soul
perfected through detachment, its return seems unnecessary.

Given these issues, Ibn Sina accepted bodily resurrection through faith in

revelation, stating it is “accepted from the Shari‘ah.”

Mulla Sadra’s Conception of the Body and his Philosophical Explanation

of Bodily Resurrection: Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy,

particularly substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), posits that
change occurs in the very substance of material beings. Within this

framework, the soul and body are not distinct substances but levels of a

single human reality. The body is the “lower level” (martabah nazilah) of

the soul, with the soul itself being “bodily in its origination, spiritual in its

subsistence.” The soul originates with a bodily determination and,

through substantial motion, evolves. The body transforms with the soul.
This transforms the understanding of bodily resurrection. It is not a

“re-creation” but the “natural outcome” of the soul’s substantial motion.

Death allows the soul to manifest in a higher realm (the imaginal world,

‘alam al-mithal) with an “imaginal body” (al-badan al-mithali). This body

is:

1. Corporeal (in a broader sense): Possessing extension and form, but not
dense elemental matter.2. Subtle and Reflective: Its nature directly
mirrors the soul’s acquired dispositions (malakat).

2. A Creation of the Soul: Fashioned by the soul’s active imagination (al-
khayal al-fa“‘al).

3. A Resolution to Dilemmas: As an evolved manifestation, it bypasses
the “recreating the non-existent” issue. Personal identity is maintained
through the soul’s continuity, with the imaginal body being an evolved
stage of the worldly body.

Conclusion

The fundamental divergence between Ibn Sina and Mulla Sadra
concerning bodily resurrection is primarily rooted in their contrasting
“philosophies of the body.” Ibn Sina’s dualistic, instrumental view of a
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static, corruptible body led to philosophical impasses regarding its exact
re-creation, necessitating reliance on scriptural affirmation. His system
could not philosophically reconcile the recreation of an annihilated
particular with religious doctrine. Mulla Sadra’s unitary and evolutionary
conception, grounded in substantial motion, presents the body as an
intrinsic, dynamic aspect of the soul’s being. Bodily resurrection is thus
understood not as re-assembling a decayed past but as the soul’s
continued manifestation in a higher, imaginal bodily form—a natural
culmination of its worldly development. This allows Sadra to offer a
philosophically coherent account aligning with scripture by reinterpreting
the resurrected body’s nature and the resurrection process. The shift in
understanding corporeality—from a separate, perishable tool to an
evolving, intrinsic mode of the soul’s existence—is the pivotal factor
enabling the Sadrian solution, bridging a perceived gap between
philosophical reasoning and revealed truth on this matter.
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