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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to explore the effect of

gender on the perfection and happiness of the soul from the point of
view of Mulla Sadra. The discussion of gender has not been a
concern of Mulla Sadra, and the only cases of indirect references to
gender issues in his works are the discussion of the place of
masculinity in the self or the mention of women in some topics as
examples. However, the rules of philosophical psychology offer a
good opportunity to explain the effect of gender on the soul and the
issues surrounding it, including perfection and happiness. He
believes that the perfection of the soul depends on the perfection of
the intellect, both theoretically and practically, and human happiness
depends on reaching the end of the theoretical intellect. Examining
the rules of transcendental wisdom, including the essential
movement of the soul, the influence and place of the body in the soul,
the soul's evolution from matter to spirituality, and the effect of
learning and education on the intellectual development, can be a
place for theorizing about the emerging discussion of gender. This
study shows that according to the aforementioned rules, gender is
effective in the process of self-fulfillment, but in the highest stages
of self-fulfillment, i.e. reaching the full rational reality of the self, all
determinations, including gender, disappear.
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Introduction: The discussion of

gender and its place in the human
soul according to the rules of
Islamic philosophy is a relatively
new topic that is discussed and
theorized today. Jensiat has not
been mentioned either as an
equivalent for the word Gender or
as an equivalent for the word Sex
in Islamic philosophy. Only the
words masculinity and femininity
have been mentioned as the result
of the activity of the creative power
of the vegetative soul. The attempt
to equate the word gender,
according to the principles of
Islamic philosophy, leads to the
conclusion that femininity and
masculinity are firstly rooted in the
natural levels of man, ie. his
physical body. Secondly, the
differences between the two sexes
are the result of the activity of the
soul, so it does not have a purely
Thirdly,
although gender is rooted in the

physical identity.
natural and physical level of
human identity, its entire identity
is not limited to this level. Still, like
the human soul, which has levels,
it also has other levels and ranges.
Despite  acknowledging  the
influence of environmental and

social factors on gender, it should

be said that in philosophical
psychology, the influence of the
body on gender has been
processed more than other factors,
although the study shows that
other influential factors can also be
discovered and deduced in this
discussion.

On the other hand, the process of
perfecting the human soul and
reaching to happiness is one of the
important issues of philosophical
psychology. Mulla Sadra also
introduces different rules
regarding the process of perfection
and happiness of the soul due to
the different
frameworks that he puts forward

theoretical

in transcendental wisdom. The
main question of this article is
what is the role of gender in the
process of perfecting the human
soul and reaching happiness.

Methodology: The method of this

article is based on library study. In
this way, in the first step, the
principles and rules by which the
human progress of perfection has
been demonstrated will be
examined. In the second step, it
has been tried to analyze the state
of gender regarding those issues.
So, the rules and principles
adopted in this philosophy under
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the discussion of perfection and
happiness are examined and
analyzed regarding to the issue of
gender.

Discussion and Concdlusion:

Gender is a matter of perfection
that remains in the course of the
perfection levels of the soul, but
with the dominance of unity in
the higher levels of the soul, this
factor also disappears as one of
the aspects.

Gender is not considered a
direct factor influencing the
happiness or misery of the soul,
and in the language of
philosophers, it is not included
in the list of any of these factors,
but it implied in some factors
and obstacles. For example, not
being busy with rational matters
and bodily activity, may have a
more direct relationship with
the lifestyle or family and social
roles of one of the two sexes. As
a result, the influence of gender
in the process of perfection in
the mentioned sex IS
significantly meaningful

The influence of the soul on the
body is as long as the soul needs
the body for its perfection. The
soul, as long as it has not
reached full rationality, is
influenced by the body and the

body's powers. Therefore, if a
soul reaches this level, it is
independent of factors that
cause pluralism, such as gender.
Mulla Sadra considers human
happiness to be intellectual
happiness, which is a theoretical
reason. Discovering the place of
gender in reaching rational
perception depends on the
factors and obstacles of rational
perception and the effect of
gender on them. Mulla Sadra
divides the intellect into two
types, Matbooa and Masmooa,
and in the latter, environmental,
educational and social factors
can be influential. In this way,
the social dimensions of gender
can be effective in the
completion of reason or lack of
it.

In Mulla Sadra's words, the
repetition of action and
perception leads to the
perfection of the soul and his
existential intensity. Therefore,
gender roles that determine the
frequency of mental and
physical activities of both sexes
can be effective in the process
and even result in perfection.
Man becomes union with his
actions and knowledge. This
Issue expresses the impact of
femininity and masculinity on
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environmental factors and their
effect on human perfection.

In general, it can be said that,
firstly, gender is effective in this
process and can set a different
path, as the body affects the
perfection and happiness of the
soul. But in the high stages of
perfection, i.e. reaching the self
to complete rational reality, all

aspects, including  gender,
disappear.
Secondly, the perfection

process has innate and acquired
stages, of which acquired stages
are related to a person's
livelihood and his activities
during his life, which causes the
final identity to be formed. The
fact that the soul acquires
different identities as a result of
different  perceptions  and
actions shows that gender as a
capacity that has a significant
effect on these differences can
play a serious role in the process
of perfecting the soul and
reaching happiness.
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