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Abstract

The problem of evil and how it is incorporated into divine decrees is one of the most
significant issues in Islamic philosophy. One of the most well-known responses to this issue
is the theory of the fivefold division of beings attributed to Aristotle by Muslim
philosophers. According to this view, evils are a necessary and inseparable part of the
material world. Therefore, despite the possibility of such evils occurring, the world should
still be created, as avoiding these minor evils is only possible by not creating the world at
all—a solution that Islamic philosophers consider equivalent to abandoning immense good
and committing significant evil. Through a deductive and a priori argument, they attempt
to demonstrate, using quantitative calculations, how evils are minimal compared to goods
in both human and non-human realms.

In contrast, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, by criticizing Islamic philosophy on this matter, argues
that evils are not an inevitable part of the world, nor is refraining from creating the world
to avoid these evils a significant evil. Using an inductive and empirical approach, similar
to Islamic philosophers, he tries to show through quantitative calculations that most humans
suffer from numerous evils and are deprived of various pleasures. Thus, contrary to the
numerical calculations of Muslim philosophers, the claim that goods are predominant is
false.

This paper, structured through a descriptive-analytical approach, primarily focuses on Ibn
Stna 's perspectives to present the view of Islamic philosophy and then examines Fakhr al-
Din al-Razi1 's critiques. Ultimately, it demonstrates that while Fakhr al-Razi fundamentally
disagrees with Muslim philosophers on the rationale behind the existence of evils in the
world, they share a common limitation in lacking or neglecting a qualitative and human-
centric perspective in analyzing this issue.

Keywords: problem of evil, Islamic philosophy, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Ibn Stna, modern
theology.

Introduction

The central question, common to both those caught in the struggles of evil and those
contemplating the issue from a scholarly perspective, is how to reconcile the existence of
a God with perfect attributes—as explained by religion, reason, or both—with the presence
of such evils and suffering. Why do these evils, which according to certain classifications
encompass a wide range of natural, moral, and other types of harm, exist at all? If a wise
God has created a world described as the “best possible system” (nizam-e ahsan), then
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what justifies the existence of these evils in such a system, and how can they be attributed
to God? (Plantinga, 1977: 9). This paper focuses on the defense and theodicy of “the
necessity of minor evils” for the realization of greater good, or the claim that evils are
inseparable from the emergence of immense good. Analyzing and evaluating the traditional
view through the lens of modern critiques may reveal latent possibilities within traditional
thought for addressing contemporary concerns. It may also cast doubt on the validity or
general applicability of modern criticisms against classical theology. One overlooked yet
significant example in classical theology is Fakhr al-Din al-Razi's dispute with
philosophers regarding the necessity of certain evils in the best possible system or their
minority status. He critically engages with and argues against Islamic philosophical
perspectives, concluding based on empirical realities that evils are actually predominant.
Accordingly, the key question becomes whether the issue ultimately revolves around
whether evils in the world—and specifically within the human realm—are in the majority

or the minority. Do Muslim thinkers offer a uniform response to this matter?

Research Findings

The core of Muslim philosophers' engagement with the issue of whether evils and goods
are in the majority or minority is primarily quantitative and numerical. Their approach is
predominantly deductive, demonstrative, and a priori, often abstract and theoretical. They
advance the debate by dividing logical scenarios and determining judgments for each based
on their rational principles. However, this perspective rarely incorporates empirical,
inductive, and statistical studies, nor does it pay much attention to the lived experiences of
concrete human beings. Distinctions between the theoretical and practical aspects of the
problem of evil, as well as between the logical and evidential problems of evil, are less
commonly observed. Similarly, qualitative assessments of the effects and dimensions of
evils and suffering are often neglected compared to quantitative considerations.

It has been demonstrated that acknowledging the abundance of evils does not necessarily
entail rejecting theism. Nevertheless, reflecting on the perspectives of proponents and
opponents of the predominance of evils within the Islamic tradition shows that they mostly
address the issue from a quantitative rather than a qualitative standpoint. It can be argued
that merely considering evils as minor does not imply disregarding or trivializing them.
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi's more empirical and contextual approach suggests that the view of
evils being minor is not an exclusive position held by theists. Therefore, there is no intrinsic
connection between theism and the view that evils are in the minority. Thus, one can
identify diverse theological and religious approaches among theists, many of which are not
subject to the critiques commonly directed at classical theology by modern perspectives.

Conclusion

The conclusion is that the argument of Muslim philosophers, as articulated through Ibn
Stna, regarding the non-existence and minority status of evils in the world does not
adequately address the depth and widespread impact of human suffering and perceptual
evils. Their analysis is heavily influenced by an a priori, deductive approach and
quantitative calculations. Fakhr al-Din al-Raz1's criticisms of their theory are also rooted in
numerical calculations, although he gives more attention to the prevalence of human



suffering. Thus, it can be argued that both the philosophers’ assertion of the insignificance
of evils and sufferings in existence and Fakhr al-Razi’s opposing claim that they are
abundant fail to consider the qualitative aspects of evils and afflictions. It is possible that
their theological perspective prevented them from evaluating these evils from a human-
centered viewpoint. However, reading these two classical approaches to the problem of evil
reveals a notable advantage: it demonstrates that a different theology can be constructed—
one that, while not denying the quantitative presence of evils, differs from approaches that
regard the acceptance of evils, especially their abundance, as incompatible with God's
existence or certain divine attributes.

This perspective affirms the possibility of divinity alongside the acknowledgment of the
existence of evils. (Ibn Sina, 1404 AH: 414; Mulla Sadra, 1981, vol. 7: 72; Tabataba't,
1386 AH, vol. 4: 1195; Fakhr al-Razi, 1404 AH, vol. 2: 80; Adorno, 1392, quoted in Dirks,
1392: 150).
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