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Philosophers' confrontation with contradiction is so fundamental and
important that it has been a trend in the history of philosophy. Simone Weil is
one of the philosophers who has a different view on the problem of
contradiction. The main issue of this research is the concept of contradiction
in Simon Weil's thought and explaining its role in her thought system. We can
find three meanings of contradiction in Simon Way's thought. We can find
three meanings of contradiction in Simon Weil's thought. First, The Contrary
between things in such a way that the cognitive faculty confronts it, prompting
a person to re-plan his thoughts. Second, Incommensurate between two things
that do not have any common rational criteria. Third, where the most accurate
application of intelligence leads to a dead end, which is named as a Mystery.
Each of the meanings of contradiction can somehow play a constructive role
in the growth and excellence of man and act as the logic of thinking and the
gate to reach the truth. In the end, Simon considers contradiction as a mediator
(metaxu) that connects the natural to the supernatural and leads to a harmony
and coherence in the world. The purpose of this research is a systematic
presentation of the concept and role of contradiction in Simon Weil's
intellectual system with a descriptive and analytical perspective.

Cite this article: Mousavi-Azam, M. (2025). The Meanings and Functions of Contradiction in Simon Weil's Thought. Journal of
Philosophical Investigations, 19 (50), 135-152. https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2025.62230.3795

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8302-9674
mailto:Mostafa.mousavi64@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-6374-7740

The Meanings and Functions of Contradiction in Simon Weil's Thought / Mousavi-Azam 136

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The meanings of contradiction in Simone Weil's thought and its analysis in his mystical-
philosophical thought is the leading issue in this paper. The difficulty of this research is that
although the idea of contradiction played a central role in Simon Weil's thought, she did not deal
with the semantics of contradiction and its place in her intellectual geometry in a coherent and
systematic way, and this aim should be realized by searching throughout her works. The author is
trying to achieve this aim with a descriptive-analytical approach; hence, the empathetic and
phenomenological view has priority over the critical view. Achieving this aim, in addition to being
necessary for understanding Simon Weil's intellectual system; it can be useful in better
understanding the contradictions in intellectual and mystical traditions all around the world.

Simone Weil and Contradiction

The meaning of contradiction is obvious in the eyes of logicians, philosophers or mathematicians,
a any eeececeeeeeeeea ec . xeee f "P & QQ'1 caaaamaaaaa nny
statement that applies in this regard is meaningless; because it proves two contradictory
propositions at the same time. That is, P cannot be both Q and ~Q at the same time, and a false
statement cannot be concluded from a true statement. Like most philosophers, logicians and
mathematicians, Simone Weil accepts the principle of non-contradiction in the same logical way,
and does not spend much time discussing it. Instead, we see the use of contradiction by her in
another way, which includes any kind of difference between two thoughts or two views. In this
regard, the contradiction for him is not only the human's inability to acknowledge this conditional
ooooooon:: "P . QQ' Rahke tta 1l eee ffff.ee uuuu taa eecar  Contrary,
Incommensurate and mysterious things. Therefore, Simone Weil uses the word contradiction in a
way equivalent to other words such as contrast, Incommensurateness and mystery.

Simone Weil sees contradiction, in all its three meanings, as a valuable tool for the advancement
of human spirit and knowledge. Contradiction in the meaning of contrast is therefore necessary;
which shows well the fact that the world is something beyond the small size of human thought .
Humans understand everything based on predictable assumptions and placed self at the center of
everything; but by seeing the contradiction in this meaning, they realize that the human self lacks
any centrality and makes them aware of its insignificance and limitations. Contradiction in the
meaning of incommensurateness leads man to search for a much higher and more complete
connection in the understanding of the world. Humans face contradictions (in the sense of
Incommensurate things) many times; but either we ignore them or we only solve them at their own
level, which ultimately does not solve our problem. The contradiction in the meaning of mystery
is realized when a person comes to the understanding that the ultimate unity of all things lies in
the Lord as a mystery, not in the sense that this ultimate unity is incomprehensible; but in the sense
that it is beyond intelligence and thinking. The use of mystery is correct when the intelligence at
the extremity of logic leads to a dead end and contradiction. What brings a person to the correct
meaning of the mystery is the contradiction.
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Contradiction in all its meanings is considered to be the basis of Simon Weil's mysticism and
spiritual metaphysics. In order to better explain this point, Simone Weil uses Plato's idea and
considers contradiction as a mediator (metaxu) that connects the natural to the supernatural in
order to achieve a harmony and coherence. We should not ignore the role of intelligence and
attention as the valuable tool of contradiction, which requires a separate and detailed research.

Conclusion

Contrary to the custom of philosophers who avoid contradiction and consider it synonymous with
the falsity of a claim or statement, Simone Weil considers it an opportunity for a person to face his
existential situation and challenge it, and a gateway to enter the real world. In Simon Weil's view,
another kind of change in the approach to the problem of contradiction can be seen, and that is just
raising the contradiction in the existential and epistemological framework of human. The denial of
contradiction as a general principle in Aristotle's view and the realization of contradiction as an
all-encompassing rule in the heart of all phenomena in Hegel's belief are set aside in Simon Weil's
thought system. Simone Weil defines the contradiction in the form of "relationship", a relationship
in which one side is always human, and the other side is everything that challenges the human self
and makes him aware of the limitations of his existence.
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