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Conscience can be discussed from various semantic, ontological,
and epistemological aspects, and in the epistemology of
conscience, there are many topics, including the conscience's
knowledge of moral goodness and ugliness. Is it possible to
consider conscience as one of the ways of knowing moral rules?
What are the characteristics of knowledge of moral conscience
and how is it different from intellectual knowledge? What are its
types and What is the value of knowledge of conscience? Using
the works and thoughts of Allameh Jafari, this article answered
the mentioned questions and reached the results that conscience
is either the human soul or one of the powers of the soul. In the
second case, either the motivational faculty is meant or the
perceptive faculty. In the second case, his knowledge is either
Hosooli or Hozoori. In the case of achievement, if it is in
accordance with reality, it is valid, and in the case of presence,
due to the unity of the world with the known, it is impossible to
make a mistake. Although the knowledge of conscience is
personal, it does not lead to moral relativism due to the issuance
of general rulings arising from the common nature of all human
beings.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The discussion of conscience, especially moral
conscience, has always been of interest and disagreement among
Western and Muslim philosophers, including contemporary Iranian
sages. In this regard, important questions arise: What is meant by moral
conscience? Is it the soul itself or a power and dignity of the soul? Is its
function knowledge and perception or action and motivation? In other
words, does it have the aspect of insight or tendency or both? If it has a
field of insight, is its information in the form of Hosooli’s knowledge or
Hozoori’s knowledge? What epistemological value and validity does a
moral judgment arising from conscience or the conscience' knowledge
of moral judgments have?

Regardless of the many aspects that Allama Jafari expresses for the
importance of conscience and its various issues, including moral
conscience, the title and content of this article are important because
among contemporary scholars, some, like the late Allama Misbah
Yazdi, do not believe in moral conscience.

The issue becomes more important that the statement of Allama
Jafari in his works as a whole is not very clear and transparent, and the
reader remains somewhat confused in reaching his final opinion. This
article has attempted to study all of Allama's works, analyze his
opinions, justify his views on the debate, and point out the final goal.

Although discussions on nature and conscience, as well as
conscience and moral nature, are abundant in the works of some
contemporary scholars such as Professor Shahid Motahari and Allama
Javadi Amoli, they have been presented sporadically and throughout
various works. While the late Allama Jafari dedicated an independent
book to conscience and, while discussing its various dimensions and
raising and examining its problems, he also explained and examined the
views of some Western thinkers. Therefore, focusing on the insight
dimension of moral conscience and examining its epistemological
aspects from the perspective of Allama Jafari are considered
innovations of the present article.

Methods: This article is descriptive - analytical in terms of research
method and library or documentary in terms of data collection method.

Findings: Conscience is either the human soul or one of the powers
of the soul. In the second case, either the motivational faculty is meant
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or the perceptive faculty. In the second case, his knowledge is either
Hosooli or Hozoori. In the case of achievement, if it is in accordance
with reality, it is valid, and in the case of presence, due to the unity of
the world with the known, it is impossible to make a mistake. Although
the knowledge of conscience is personal, it does not lead to moral
relativism due to the issuance of general rulings arising from the
common nature of all human beings.
Conclusion

1)

2)

3)

4)

In the statement of Allama Jafari, conscience should be
considered either as the human soul itself or as one of the
powers of the soul, both perceptive and stimulating. Therefore,
conscience has both the dimension of insight and understanding,
which can be called theoretical reason; and it also has the
dimension of tendency and stimulating, which can be called
practical reason. Therefore, if we talk about the harmony or
disharmony of reason and conscience, it means the harmony or
disharmony of the soul with its powers.

If the insight and tendency of conscience is towards the
goodness and badness of qualities and actions, it is called moral
conscience, which in the field of its insight and awareness has
both direct knowledge of the goodness and badness of certain
matters and Hosooli’s knowledge. In the case of Hosooli’s
knowledge, it is both an understanding of the general principles
of morality and evidence of the details related to action.

The Hosooli’s knowledge of moral values by conscience is valid
and valid if it is in accordance with reality; whether the
understanding of this correspondence is obvious or proven by
argument. However, the Hozoori’s knowledge of moral precepts
by conscience, due to the direct discovery of reality itself and
the unity of scientific and objective existence, has complete
validity and is not subject to error. If an error occurs, it is due to
the Hosooli’s knowledge of conscience, which is the result of
reason and its contradiction with reality. Of course, conscience
may fail in its role of action and not act in accordance with the
truth, but this is different from an epistemic error.

In view of the previous conclusion, if what is meant by
conscience is theoretical reason, the result of which is Hosooli’s
knowledge, then there is a possibility of error in it; but if what is
meant by conscience is the soul itself, the result of which is



Hozoori’s knowledge, then there is no possibility of error in it,
and if what is meant by conscience is practical reason or the
agent and driving force of the soul, then it will not be
fundamentally a kind of knowledge so that error can be
attributed to it.

It cannot be said that the rules of conscience are personal and
controversial, and as a result, they end up in moral relativism and do not
have the necessary validity; because first, the differences are the result
of external and internal factors of individuals and their personal
characteristics, which is an objective and ontological matter; while
subjective and epistemological relativity is the place of problems;
Secondly, humans also differ in their reasoning, but they have general,
common, and constant principles of reason; thirdly, conscience is the
same common nature or rational soul that exists in all humans as the
general human conscience or universal conscience, and it perceives
general and constant moral principles and tends towards them.
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