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1. Introduction
Some fields of linguistic knowledge, though considered modern sciences of the recent centuries, have roots
and foundations that can be traced back to the works of ancient scholars. For example, and in line with the
subject of this article, in Arabic, one can refer to the works of early grammarians, literary figures,
rhetoricians, and lexicographers. Scholars such as Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, Sibawayh, al-Farra’, al-
Kisa’i, al-Akhfash, al-Jahiz, al-Khatib, al-Rummani, al-Jurjani, al-Zamakhshari, Abd al-Jabbar al-Mu'tazili,
and many others explored topics that form the foundations of linguistics and semiotics in their various
works. Among them, the contributions of certain scholars are especially prominent and noteworthy,
particularly those of the two great Iranian scholars Sibawayh and Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani. Sibawayh, in his
famous book Al-Kitab, and Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, through several unparalleled works—foremost among
them Dalail al-I’jaz (The Proofs of Inimitability) and Asrar al-Balaghah (The Secrets of Eloquence)—made
significant contributions that remain influential. Thus, while semiotics may appear to be a modern approach
in critical studies, its roots must be sought in much earlier periods. It is widely held that Ferdinand de
Saussure, the Swiss scholar, is the founder of the dialectical approach to language, speech, and writing in
the West, and his theories hold fundamental importance in modern linguistics. However, Jacques Derrida,
the French philosopher of Algerian origin, does not entirely agree with this renown. In Derrida’s view, this
intellectual framework has much older origins, tracing back to the early rational endeavors of ancient Greek
thought. The primary question of this research is: To what extent has the author of Mamlakat al-Nass
succeeded in conducting a semiotic analysis of rhetorical criticism in the works of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani?
What are the strengths and shortcomings of this book, which serves as a bridge linking contemporary
semiotic studies with classical rhetoric of the past? In this article, using quantitative and qualitative content
analysis of the book and data examination, we assume that the author, after briefly exploring the evolution
of semiotics, has successfully analyzed some of the most significant topics in the works of Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjani based on semiotic principles. Through this approach, the author has further highlighted the value

of critical and rhetorical studies.

2. A brief note of previous works
Numerous studies have been conducted on the critical and rhetorical contributions of Abd al-Qahir al-
Jurjani. Among these, a significant number have compared his views with modern theories in the fields of
criticism and linguistics. In the following, we will briefly mention some of these works. Matlub (1973), in
his book Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani: Rhetoric and Criticism, discusses Jurjani's research and the most
significant issues he raised in rhetorical criticism. Mandur (1996), in Al-Nagd al-Manhaji ‘Ind al-Arab
(Methodological Criticism among the Arabs), examines Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's theory of Nazm and
highlights the linguistic foundations of his critical and rhetorical contributions. Abbas (1999), in Al-
Ibda'iyya fi Manhaj Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (Creativity in Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's Methodology),
undertakes a comparative and analytical study to establish the connection between Jurjani's ideas and
contemporary Western studies. Mu'awwad (2007), in Usul Nazariyyat al-Nahw al-Tahwili ‘Ind Abd al-

Qahir al-Jurjani (The Foundations of the Transformational Grammar Theory in Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's



‘ Journal of Linguistic Studies: Theory and Practice 2(2), Spring 2024, 225-280

Work), explores the roots of transformational grammar in Jurjani's writings. Finally, Dezayi (2008), in his
article "Al-Thunaiyyat fi Kitab Dalail al-I’jaz 1i-Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani" (*Dualities in Abd al-Qahir al-
Jurjani's Dalail al-I’jaz), analyzes Jurjani's thoughts and ideas through the lens of transformational-

generative grammar theory.

3. Theoretical framework

Semiotics is an ancient discipline whose roots are often traced back to ancient times. Philosophers,
theologians, literati, critics, and even scientists from various fields have utilized semiotics and its principles
to explain the concepts they aim to discuss (Dinesen, 2001: 11). Some attribute the origin of semiotics to
Saint Augustine, who spoke about natural and conventional signs, as well as the functions of signs in both
human and animal worlds. John Locke also referred to the relationship between mental concepts and the
signs used by humans. However, the emergence of semiotics as a formal science is owed to Charles Sanders
Peirce (1839-1914) and Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913), who both spoke about semiotics almost
simultaneously. Peirce viewed semiotics as a referential framework encompassing all sciences, whereas
Saussure considered language to be the most important system in semiotics. For Saussure, semiotics was a
part of social psychology, and thus a subset of general psychology, which he referred to as semiology. He
believed that the process of linguistic communication required the transmission of mental content, as the
signs used in communication between two individuals revealed the mental content of each (Giro, 2004:
143-149 and Barthes, 1991: 9-15).

Semiotics can be summarized in three main approaches:

The intellectual tradition of Locke, Peirce, and Charles Morris, which begins with a general theory of
signs, covering signs that can be natural, conventional, human, or non-human. The ultimate goal of this
intellectual tradition is to offer a general theory about natural phenomena, with linguistics being only one
of the many systems of signification and communication.

Cybernetics and the theory of information, which manifested in the works of Moltzer in France and
evolved in the Soviet Union. Within this framework, Yuri Lotman proposed a typology where culture is
divided into origin-oriented vs. future-oriented, sign-oriented vs. sign-resistant, text-oriented vs. symbol-
oriented, and myth-oriented vs. science-oriented. The linguistic tradition, which was particularly dominant
in France and is closely associated with structuralism. To distinguish this field, some use the term semiotics
instead of semiology to refer to Saussure’s theory.

The hallmark of French semiotics is its reliance on the structuralist linguistic model. This tradition goes
so far as to invert the relationship between semiotics and linguistics, treating semiotics as merely a facet of
linguistics, based on the belief that all non-signifying systems are predetermined by language, and that signs
are recognized in the mind as a form of language (Giro, 2004: 152-154).

4. Research methodology
The methodological nature of this qualitative research is descriptive-analytical, with data collected from
the book Mamlakat al-Nass. The book is structured into an introduction, a preface (Tamhid), three chapters,
a conclusion, and appendices (al-Mulhagaat). In the introduction, the author highlights the progress and

expansion of post-structuralist studies in analysis and their critical foundations, noting that these studies are
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rooted in traditional critical approaches and have drawn upon the fields of thought and philosophy

(Sa’dallah, 2007: 1). Semiotic analysis relies on the text itself, tracing the signs within the text to uncover
their signifieds (modeluls). Similarly, classical criticism focused on the text, exploring the relationship
between word and meaning, or in other terms, signifier and signified. This approach was not limited to
critics and linguists but was also pursued by scholars in disciplines such as jurisprudence, principles of
Islamic law, logic, theology, exegesis, and philosophy (ibid.: 2).
5. Conclusion

The works of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani have been the core and starting point for many critical and rhetorical
studies in the Arab world from the second half of the 20th century to the present. Notable among these scholars
are Mustafa Nassef, Abdul Hamid Hamouda, and others. Muhammad Salem Sa’dallah, in his book, stands as
an inheritor of past intellectual traditions. The primary aim of these studies has been to establish a theory of
Arabic criticism that could serve as an alternative to modern and postmodern Western theories. In this book,
Muhammad Salem Sa’dallah seeks to demonstrate that al-Jurjani's textual analysis has a semiotic nature,
meaning that, unlike other rhetoricians, his works consistently highlight the role of the receiver/reader in
recognizing the signs within a text. While many studies on al-Jurjani have focused on his theory of Nazm
(order), Sa’dallah approaches his textual analysis from a different perspective, centering his work around Asrar
al-Balaghah (The Secrets of Eloquence) and proposing a novel framework. This makes his research, in some
respects, innovative. One of the key issues with studies on al-Jurjani, including Mamlakat al-Nass, is the lack
of sufficient attention to the careful re-reading of two of his most significant works, which are highlighted in
this article. It seems that, rather than merely comparing al-Jurjani’s views with various Western theories, a more
accurate and profound understanding of his writings is needed, which still leaves ample room for exploration
despite the many existing studies. While the similarities between past and contemporary approaches are natural

and warrant further examination, these similarities do not render contemporary theories obsolete.
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