[ Downloaded from clr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-08-13 ]

[Comp Tt VeIl R ESEa T nEs) m
=

D T

Comparative LawResearch Quarterly, Vol. 29, No.1, Spring 2025, Pp. 172-206

The Iran-United States Claims
Tribunal’s Approach to Interpreting
Paragraph 9 of the Algerian General

T e
Declaration: Lessons for the Future
ARTICLE INFO Abstract

DOI: 10.48311/CLR.29.1.7

Article Type
Research Article

Authors:

! Khalil Rouzegari Aghbalaq
ORCID: https://0000-0002-3911-7797

2 Abdullah Abedini
ORCID: https://0000-0002-3771-4870

3 Mojtaba Asqarian
ORCID: https://0000-0001-7885-5445

Affiliation:

! Department of Law, STC, Islamic
Azad University, Tehran, Iran

2 Assistant Professor in International
Law, Institute for Research and
Development of Humanities (SAMT),
Tehran, Iran

3 Assistant Professor in International
Law, Faculty of Law and Political
Science, Kharazmi University, Tehran,
Iran

Correspondence:*
Email: a.abedini@samt.ac.ir

Article History:
Received: 2024/12/26
Accepted: 2025/03/16

Under Paragraph 9 of the “Declaration of the Government of
the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria” (or the
General Declaration) the US undertook to transfer Iranian
properties to Iran. The Iran-United States Tribunal interpreted
this paragraph of the Declaration in Partial verdicts Nos. 529,
601, 604, and 382. Generally speaking, the Tribunal
interpreted the term “Iranian property” in Partial verdicts Nos.
529, 601, and 604 as tangible properties solely owned by Iran.
To determine the ownership criterion, the Court considered the
United States Uniform Commercial Code as the standard of
practice, according to which the transfer of ownership as a
general rule is subject to the delivery of the subject matter of
the transaction to the buyer or customer. With this
interpretation, the Court stated in Partial verdict No. 604 in
many cases that due to the failure to transfer ownership of the
disputed properties to Iran, the United States' obligation to
transfer them to Iran was not enforceable. Given the thematic
similarity of Case B-61 with Case A-15 (Two: A), the second
stage of which requires the issuance of an verdict, assuming
the applicability of the findings of partial verdict No. 604 in
making a decision in Case B-61, the answer to this question
becomes important: what arrangement can be considered to
prevent this?

Keywords: Military Purchases, Case B 61, Case A 15 (2: A),
Case B 1 (Claim 4), Iranian Properties.
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1. Foreign Military Sales (FMS). See: https://www.dsca.mil/foreign-military-sales-
fag#:~:text=What%201s%20FMS%3F.at%20n0%20cost%20to%20taxpayers. (Last visited March 31,
2024).

2. Executive Order 12170--Blocking Iranian Government property. Available at:
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12170.html (Last visited April
2,2024)
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6. CASE NO. A 15 (II:A AND II:B).

7. CASES NOS. A15 (II:A), A26 (IV) AND B43.

8. Cases Nos. A3, A8, A9, A14, and B61.

9. CASE NO. Bl (CLAIM 4).

10. AWARD NO. 529-A15(1I: A and I1:B)-FT.

11. AWARD NO. 604-A15 (I:A)/A26 (IV)/B43-FT.
12. Award No. 601-A3/A8/A9/A14/B61-FT.

13. AWARD NO. 382-B1-FT.
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https://iusct.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Communique-16.1-9-May-2016.pdf (Last visited April

2,2024).
15. See: Executive Order 12279--Direction to transfer Iranian Government assets held by domestic
banks. Available at: https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-

order/12279.html (Last visited October 25, 2024).

16. See: Executive Order 12280--Direction to transfer Iranian Government financial assets held by non-
banking institutions. Available at: https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-
order/12280.html (Last visited April 2, 2024).

17. See: Executive Order 12281--Direction to transfer certain Iranian Government assets. Available at:
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12281.html (Last visited April
2,2024).
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18. Liabilities.

19. Property interests.

20. See: 31 C.F.R. Part 535. 31 CFR Part 535 - Iranian Assets Control Regulations. See:

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-3 1/subtitle-B/chapter-V/part-535?toc=1 (Last visited April 2, 2024).
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23. Electronic copy is available at: https://iusct.com/cases/b61-decision-no-135-1-july-2011/ (Last
visited 11 December 2024).
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