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Abstract

The belief in the afterlife and the reception of rewards and punishments is
a core tenet of Zoroastrianism, permeating all its foundational doctrines.
This belief is well articulated in Zoroastrian religious texts from the ancient
(Avestan) and Middle Persian (Pahlavi) periods. While these texts
generally explain this belief, each elaborates on specific subsets of the
afterlife. This study analyzes Zoroastrian religious texts from the early
Avestan, late Avestan, and Pahlavi periods to examine changes in
eschatological concepts and the understanding of the afterlife. The texts are
critically analyzed by identifying key concepts related to death and
individual eschatology. Eschatological concepts in the Gatha texts are
broadly outlined, whereas Pahlavi texts present a more detailed account.
The evolution of these concepts demonstrates a relative continuity and
coherence from ancient to medieval periods.
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