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Abstract

In the field of anthropology, Ibn Bajja was influenced by the Greek philosophers, especially Plato, and by the Islamic
philosopher, Farabi. One of the problems of 1bn Bajja's philosophical anthropology is the relationship between man and
God. In this study, using a descriptive-analytical and comparative method, the authors examine the relationship between
man and God in Ibn Bajja with the influence of Plato and Farabi. The study aims to answer this question: what influences
did Ibn Bajja get from Plato and Farabi in this matter? The findings showed that 1bn Bajja was influenced by Plato on the
connection of active reason in the discussion of human levels. In the issue of the connection to active intellect and grace,
he was influenced by Farabi. The conclusion is that the relationship between man and God in lbn Bajja and Farabi is
through connecting to the active intellect and receiving grace, and in Plato through dialectics.
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Introduction

Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Yahya bin Saigh known as Ibn Bajja (1095-1138), is more known as Avempace in the west.
In the field of anthropology, he was influenced by Greek philosophers, especially Plato, and in Islamic philosophy by
Farabi. Ibn Bajja's anthropology has been affected by Plato, Aristotle, Farabi (872-950), and Avicenna (980-1037) in the
socio-political and philosophical dimensions. In this study, the main issue is the philosophical anthropology of Ibn Bajja.
The authors specifically address the issue of the relationship between humans and God from Ibn Bajja, Plato, and Farabi’s
perspectives. Ibn Bajja explains the relationship between humans and God through "conjunction to the active intellect"
and since the conjunction to the active intellect is linked to illumination, expression, and reception, the problem of the
relationship between humans and God is divided into two axes: "conjunction to the active intellect" and "grace and
reception”. This study intends to first express Plato's opinion about human levels in the seventh book of the Republic,
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then Farabi's opinion about the conjunction of the active intellect and grace. Then, it will discuss Ibn Bajja's opinion about
the issue of conjunction, and in a comparative analysis, it will also state the commonalities and differences in order to
find out the influence of Ibn Bajja on Plato and Farabi.

Materials and Methods

This study was written using a comparative approach and a descriptive-analytical method. In this regard, the research is
the result of the comparison of three philosophers on the issue of the relationship between humans and God, and since the
cases of comparison were different, Plato and Ibn Bajja were compared in terms of human levels, and Farabi and Ibn
Bajja were mentioned in the comparison “conjunction to the active intellect" and “Grace”. The research is designed in
two parts: in the first part, by studying this issue in the works of the three mentioned thinkers, with a descriptive method,
the theories of each one are expressed by referring to the related sources; in the second part, it analyzes their theories in
comparison with each other.

Research Findings

There are several differences between Plato and Ibn Bajja. First, the human levels are not clearly stated in Plato. In
addition, most of the growth and promotion of humans is in stages rather than categorization in a group of humans.
However, his steps to reach the true philosopher are first through imagination, reasoning, and finally understanding and
seeing forms and ideas. In Ibn Bajja, we clearly have the triple ranking of the populace, Nazar, and the blessed one
(Soaada), which are consistent with the Platonic human stages in terms of their coordinates.

To Plato and Ibn Bajja, the stages of reasoning and seeing real images and concepts are the same as Soada. To Plato,
a person achieves forms and understandings, but there is no mention of conjunction and union. From Ibn Bajja’s
perspective, conjunction is possible during the mentioned stages along with paying attention to the Quran and the tradition
of the prophets to achieve God's pleasure.

According to Farabi, Avicenna, and the Neo-Platonists, "Grace" is the source of "emanation™ and "production”. Farabi
spoke about the chain of intellects and considered the active intellect as both the form and the last stage of intellect. Ibn
Bajja incompletely took the theory of Grace and emanation proposed by Farabi and Avicenna and reflected on it in an
ambiguous way in his writings.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

The discussion about the relationship between humans and God in Ibn Bajja in comparison with Plato, according to the
allegory of the cave that is a common text between Plato and Ibn Bajja, is that Ibn Bajja agrees with Plato during the
ascending stages that progress in a dialectic from sensible issues to intelligible notions. However, the difference between
Ibn Bajja and Plato is that, in Plato, the conjunction of the active intellect is not discussed. Basically, the issue of
conjunction and unity is not mentioned in Plato; however, he spoke about the guide and the old human to lead the person
out of the cave. This elder and guide in Ibn Bajja can be the Quran and the tradition of the prophets. Ibn Bajja did not
mention any helper and guide other than the Quran and the tradition of the prophets.

In the discussion of the relationship between humans and God in Ibn Bajja in comparison with Farabi, which in this
research is limited to only two issues of "grace" and "conjunction to the active intellect", there is an overlap in their ways
and methods. However, their difference is in the clarity and ambiguity of their speech. Ibn Bajja incompletely took the
theory of grace and emanation proposed by Farabi and Avicenna and reflected on it in an ambiguous way in his writings.
To him, the tenth intelligence and even intermediate intelligence are not mentioned for their creation. He also talks
vaguely about the second intelligence. However, based on the sources we mentioned in the text, Ibn Bajja vaguely spoke
of grace in the sense of producing and imparting knowledge and existence to the human intellect and forms to all creatures.

For humans, grace is the primary ability to receive perfection. By receiving gifts and grace, the human intellect reaches
the stage of perfection and conjunction with the active intellect. However, it clearly introduces the conjunction with the
active intellect as the only way for human perfection and emphasizes the efforts of human and the transcendent dialectic
that are through the steps of 1) understanding sensible matters, 2) understanding self-evident and intelligible issues, 3)
understanding the reality of the objects themselves, and 4) understanding their truth. Therefore, Ibn Bajja is influenced
by Farabi in the issue of conjunction.
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