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B Safavid and Qajar Tombstones of Estark Village, Kashan,
Iran
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Estark is an ancient village in Kashan, Iran, whose habitation dates back to the Iron
Age, as confirmed by archaeological excavations. Nearly forty tombstones from the
Safavid and Qajar periods have remained in the old cemetery of this village. These
tombstones date back to the 11th to 14th centuries AH. In addition to inscriptions
containing the name of the deceased and their date of death, many of these stones bear
religious inscriptions, including Quranic verses, Shiite slogans and supplications, as
well as Persian poetry. The main objective of this article was to examine the motifs,
read the inscriptions, and analyze their content. This research was conducted through
both observational and documentary methods. Using an analytical approach, the study
aimed to evaluate the formal and artistic features of Safavid and Qajar tombstones in
the old Estark cemetery, as well as the reflection of religious and cultural content in their
inscriptions. There were inscriptions on the tombstones from the 11th century AH that
include Salawat Kabira and Ayat al-Kursi, which are mainly box-shaped with cypress
motifs. In the 12th century AH, the stones became flat and vertical, with Ayat al-Kursi
omitted and only Salawat Kabira inscribed. In the 13th century AH, a type of upright
tombstone emerged, featuring motifs of plants and animals. The 11th-century designs
inspire the cypress and mihrab motifs in these stones, but now also include birds and
snakes. Newer Shiite slogans and Persian elegiac poetry replaced the Salawat Kabira
inscriptions. Persian poetry gained prominence in the 14th century AH, as evidenced
by tombstones. On some more miniature gravestones, motifs such as mirrors, combs,
and rosaries were depicted. These tombstones portrayed the religious and cultural state
of a Shiite village during the Safavid and Qajar eras, showing that over the centuries,
tombstones became smaller, their motifs became simpler, and religious inscriptions
gave way to more personal and non-religious Persian poetry.

Keywords: Estark Village of Kashan, Safavid and Qajar Tombstones, Artistic Motifs,
Religious Inscriptions, Persian Poetry.
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