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Abstract
Objective: The purpose of this study was to design and propose a conceptual
framework of economic diplomacy indicators in Iranian sports.
Methodology: This research was applied in terms of purpose and conducted
using a qualitative research method based on thematic analysis. The statistical
population consisted of experts (professors, specialists, and professionals in
sports economics and management) in the field of sports economics, who were
selected through theoretical sampling and theoretical saturation (including 16
individuals). Interviews were conducted with them. The validity of the research
instrument (interview) was reviewed and confirmed by the interviewees and
then by specialized professors. To assess reliability, the intra-subject agreement
method was used, which yielded a reliability value of 0.83.
Results: Based on the analysis of the thematic content, various factors have an
impact on the formation of Iran's sports economic diplomacy. These factors
were classified into 4 main categories. The categories include: economic
foundation, economic movements, international politics and economic
interactions.
Conclusion: The findings of this research can fill the void related to the lack of
identification of indicators of economic diplomacy in Iranian sports and provide
a common definition of the concept of economic diplomacy in sports both in the
academic and executive fields.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

The sports industry is one of the essential foundations for the development of
the sports economy and social progress, whose active and vital role in the
economy has led to the emergence of a new human economy in the form of an
industrial economy (Ganjkhanloo et al, 2021). The correlation between the
sports industry and economic development proves that the sports industry can
better lead to economic growth (Qin & Cao, 2016). Economic diplomacy is a
set of international decision-making methods and processes that deal with the
overseas economic activities of government actors. and non-governmental is
related in the real world (van Bergeijk & Moons, 2018) Sports diplomacy is a
term that has gained increasing popularity among political activists and
researchers in the field of sports and is a window to observe evolving networks
in the field of sports and diplomacy. (Rofe & Postlethwaite, 2021) Iran can
improve the country's sports conditions through sports diplomacy by using its
tourism and sports infrastructure capacities (Fatahimilasi, Honari & Keshkar,
2022). Considering the necessity of forming and applying economic diplomacy
in the field of sports and its application in the field of political and international
relations, the present research intends to fill the scientific gap in this field in the
first place, and the second place to knowing and The knowledge of politicians
and decision-makers in the field of sports economics will increase, and as a
result, the aim of the current research is to design and present a conceptual
framework of indicators of economic diplomacy in Iranian sports.

Methodology

In this research, qualitative research method (thematic analysis) was used to
collect data. The statistical population of the current research is experts
(professors, experts and experts in sports economics and management) in the field
of sports economics. Due to the fact that the research will be of a fundamental
type, therefore, the statistical population is not envisioned for it like quantitative
research, and the sampling method will be theoretical or theoretical. Some
scientists consider 10 to 15 people sufficient to form a group of experts, if their
scientific and experimental background is compatible. In this research, 16 people
were interviewed, and from the 13th interview onwards, repetition was observed
in the received data, and saturation was reached in the 16th interview. To carry
out the research, after designing the general questions and compiling the
interview protocol, in-depth and semi-structured interviews are conducted with
experts. The researcher along with the research partner coded the number of three
interviews and the percentage of agreement within the subject, which is used as
the reliability index of the analysis, was calculated using the following formula,
according to which the reliability value was equal to 0.83.
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Results

The number of the statistical sample included 11 .Ph.D and 5 .Ph.D students, all
of whom had mastered the subject. In addition, 6 people have degrees in
economics, 6 people have degrees in sports management, and 4 people have
degrees in political science. Based on the results of the research, various factors
influence the formation of Iran's sports economic diplomacy. These factors were
categorized into 4 main categories. The categories include economic
foundation, economic movements, international politics, and economic
interactions. These 4 categories include 15 concepts and 85 factors or open
codes. The categories include economic foundation, economic movements,
international politics, and economic interactions.

Discussion and Conclusion

Economic diplomacy based on sports can be considered as one of the key goals
of diplomacy in such a way that in foreign policy, sports economic diplomacy
as the main tool of diplomacy is considered an important step in the direction of
adjusting the positive image of Iranian society. In the desirable policy model for
the Islamic Republic of Iran, sports economic diplomacy can be an effective
strategy in the direction of increasing economic growth, making the country's
economy more resilient under the assumption of remaining sanctions, adjusting
all-round media pressure, and maximizing the sources of soft power, etc. in
politicc. He knew it as a foreigner. Therefore, the promotion and
institutionalization of economic diplomacy centered on sports should be one of
the main priorities of the Ministry of Sports and Youth in order to achieve the
goals of the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

According to the findings of the research, achieving an analytical model related
to the indicators of economic diplomacy in Iranian sports is dependent on the
observance and follow-up of the four levels that are mentioned in the
methodology section to these categories and related conceptual functions. One
of the limitations of qualitative research is the possibility of different
interpretations of the investigated phenomenon, and it is obvious that the
interpretation of the phenomenon studied in this research is only one of the
possible and acceptable interpretations about it. In the end, it is suggested that
researchers examine and introduce other qualitative methods and, considering
the challenges related to the qualitative research method mentioned in the
limitations section, provide innovative solutions in this method. Another
limitation of the present study is the emphasis on the qualitative method. In
order to generalize the results and examine different aspects of the phenomenon
in question, it is possible to quantify the qualitative findings, including
multivariate decision-making methods (hierarchical analysis, network analysis,
interface analysis, leveling of factors, etc.). In addition, each of the themes
extracted from the present research can be considered as a suitable subject for
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carrying out wider and deeper studies by researchers in the field of sports
management.

Keywords: soft power, sports economy, public diplomacy, sports diplomacy,
economic diplomacy in sports.
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Figure 1. Thematic analysis model of Iran's sports economic diplomacy
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