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Abstract
Objective: The purpose of the current research was to identify and prioritize the
components of national sports branding in Iran.
Methodology: In terms of the purpose of this research, it was an applied research that
is a mixed research that was conducted in two stages. First, the data characteristics of
the country in the national branding of sports were identified by the data theory of the
foundation and Glaser approach, and in the next stage, the factors were prioritized by
the fuzzy Dematel method. The statistical population of this study included professors
of sports management, sports marketing management, branding specialists, experts in
the field of public and sports diplomacy, specialists in the field of public and sports
tourism, members of the media, sports sociologists and sports psychologists. The
sampling method was purposive. A total of 21 interviews were conducted as open and
in-depth questions until the data reached theoretical saturation. In the Fuzzy Dimitel
section, 9 experts answered the matrix questionnaire.
Results: The research findings showed that there are a total of 86 indicators in the
national sports branding of the country, which are classified into 10 concepts,
advertising, foreign policy and sports diplomacy, tourism and intrinsic assets and
brand image in the category of effective indicators and five, cultural, sports policy-
making, information technology and technology, charitable activities and social
responsibility are among the effective indicators.
Conclusion: In general, it was concluded that the country of Iran has significant
indicators in the field of national sports branding, and due to the intrinsic nature of
most of these indicators, the country is in a good position for national sports branding.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

National brands, with the image they create of a country in the eyes of the
world's public opinion, can create a significant position for any country, and the
position of branding has gone beyond the level of the organization, if the
branding of the country and the branding of the national identity are discussed
(Dinnie, 2015). Therefore, having a strong and positive brand creates a vital
relative advantage for a nation. Depending on what goals a country pursues
from national branding, different arenas and different tools are used for
branding (Shahini & Sharifi, 2019). Sports of a country is one of the main tools
in creating national pride and identity, which has a network of interconnected
brands. That's mean; Sports and sports teams have sub-brands in their collection
(Gripsrud, Nes, & Olsson, 2010). Therefore, the purpose of this research was to
identify and prioritize the components of national sports branding in Iran.
Methodology

In terms of the purpose of the research, this research was a part of applied
research, in terms of descriptive nature, and from the point of view of data
collection, it is a mixed research that was conducted in two stages. First, the
country's characteristics in national sports branding were identified by the
foundation's data theory and Glazer's approach, and in the next stage, the factors
were prioritized using the Dimtel fuzzy method. In the first stage and according
to the purpose of the research, the foundational data theory was first used. The
statistical population of this research according to the steps of the research and
using the expert opinions of sports management professors, sports marketing
management, experts in the field of branding, experts and experts in the field of
public and sports diplomacy, experts in the field of public and sports tourism,
He was a member of the media, sports sociologists and sports psychologists.
The sampling method was purposeful. A total of 21 interviews were conducted
in the form of open and in-depth questions until the data reached theoretical
saturation. In order to control the quality of the research and to ensure the
validity of the research, the content validity index was used in the quantitative
part and the fuzzy method. In this regard, the necessity of the items was
determined by the content validity index and based on the opinion of 9 experts.
These experts included professors and academic staff members of sports
management who were selected by available sampling method. In the selection
of people who completed the Dimtel Fuzzy questionnaire, we tried to use
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experts who were not interviewed in the previous stage so that the findings
would not be biased. 9 experts responded to the matrix questionnaire and the
analysis was done on this number.
Results
The data from the interview was analyzed in 3 steps. In the open coding phase,
a total of 89 items were identified as indicators of the country's national sports
branding. In the selective coding stage, it was determined that they are
categorized into 10 components. These components include tourism, technology
and information technology, inherent assets and brand image, quality of sports
leagues, cultural and sports policy, foreign policy and sports diplomacy,
international sports successes, reputable sports companies, advertising and
charitable activities. and social responsibility. After extracting the conceptual
model, the priority level of the factors was determined based on their direct and
indirect influence and effectiveness using the fuzzy Dimetal technique.
According to the ordered pairs (Di+Ri and Di-Ri), if the value of D-R is
positive for an index, that index is effective, and if the value of D-R becomes
negative, that index is effective. On the other hand, among the influencing
factors, the value of (Di+Ri) shows the intensity of each factor's interaction with
other factors. In this way, in the group of influential factors, the higher the value
of (Di+Ri), the greater the importance of that factor and it is given a higher
priority. Influential and influential factors are listed in Table 1 in the order of
severity over other factors.

Table 1. Influential and influential factors in order of intensity of influence

Di+Ri The priority of effective Priority of effective indicators Di+Ri
indicators

2.46 Reputable sports International sporting 3.99
companies success

2.19 The quality of sports Advertising 3.20

leagues
0.98 Sports cultural policy Foreign policy and sports 2.54
diplomacy

0.66 Technology and Tourism 2.05
information
technology

0.35 Charitable activities Inherent assets and brand 1.73
and social image

responsibility

Discussion and Conclusion
In general, it was concluded that the country of Iran has significant indicators in
the field of national sports branding, and due to the intrinsic nature of most of
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these indicators, the country is in a good position for national sports branding.
Also, the following practical suggestions were proposed as the most important
findings of the research:

1- In the discussion of the country's national sports brand, the topic of
advertising and positioning can also be a strong influencing indicator.
Advertising can act like a double-edged sword, because as much as good
advertising can help the country's national brand, negative advertising will have
more effects and slow down or even lower the value of the national brand. For
this reason, it is suggested to use media tools to introduce the sports benefits of
the country.

2- It is suggested to use the prestigious sports companies of the country as an
important factor in introducing the national sports brand of the country. As
brands such as Adidas, Nike, Pomarial New Balance, etc. have caused the
country of destination to be recognized more in the field of sports, policies
should be explained inside the country to support sports companies in the best
way.

3- It is suggested that the issue of sports diplomacy should be taken seriously to
prevent the effect of international sanctions.

4- 1t is suggested to make good use of the country's inherent assets to overcome
the problems of the national sports brand; In the field of sports, Iran has
inherent assets such as natural sports prospects, four seasons and the possibility
of various sports throughout the country, the existence of national sports,
personal brands, the presence of many talents and prone to sports investment,
which can be used for foreign Go from problems to be useful

Keywords: National Brand, Sports, Iran, Data Foundation Theory, Fuzzy
Dematel
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