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Abstract
Objective: The aim of the research is to the effect of the roles of social media
on sport participation by mediating of participatory capabilities.
Methodology: The methodology is correlative-descriptive. The population is
Tehran citizens who participate in the public sport events in 1396 year. The
sample based on the Morgan table is 384 persons that are selected randomly.
The main tool of the research includes 3 researcher made questionnaire, media
role, sport vision and sport participation. Validity and reliability of tools based
on the expert's view, Cronbach alpha and desired model measuring indexes were
measured. Smart PLS modeling software was used for analyzing and testing the
hypothesis.
Results: In direct relations, it was determined that the role of social media have
a positive and meaningful impact on attitude of sports, sports interactions, sports
media consumption and sports participation. Sports attitude, sport interactions
and sports media consumption have a positive and significant effect on sports
participation. In the indirect relation section, the Sobel Test examination showed
that the role of social media with the mediating role of athletic attitude, sport
interactions and sports media consumption have a positive and significant effect.
Conclusion: Based on the findings we can say that the indirect impact of media
is very much than its indirect role on sport participation and media without
vision change capability in their content cannot affect very significantly. Thus it
is required that all sport organizations in Tehran produce and manage their
media content according to the various visions, requirements and sport interests
of citizen.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and statement of the problem

As a reflection of the social system, sports have always been strangely linked to
the media (Ramezaninejad et al. 2010). Berra (2016) has investigated the impact
of social networks on physical activities in a research and he came to the
conclusion that social networks in today's world have given society
opportunities to slowly instill positive cultures into society and physical activity
can also benefit from this feature of social networks. Eidi et al.(2014) In a
research entitled Comparing the opinions of professors, media experts and
participants of mass sports, they showed about the functions of mass media in
the development and promotion of mass sports; that From the point of view of
all three groups, culture building had the highest average and education had the
lowest average in the development of public sports and there was no significant
difference between the views of the three groups regarding the functions of
mass media in the development of public sports. Modeling of social processes
does not necessarily fully represent the social world but it provides a tool that
makes it easier to understand its basic mechanisms (Safari, 2012). In this regard,
the lack of models with high analysis capability and external examples in the
development of the relationship between sports, media and society prompted the
researcher to design and explain a model in this field.

Methodology

This research was in terms of process strategy, in terms of practical purpose,
and in terms of data collection method, it was a field and case study (public
sports). The research tools include three methods of library study, interview and
guestionnaire. An exploratory interview was conducted in the form of a semi-
guided interview with 9 experts and coaches of public sports in Tehran. The
interview was used to identify the variables and complete the questionnaire
obtained from the library study. From the total variables identified, after
checking and screening, the appropriate number that had the most repetition and
emphasis in interviews, articles, documents and reports were compiled in the
form of a researcher-made questionnaire. The questionnaire had a five-point
Likert scale (from very low = 1 to very high = 5). Cronbach's alpha coefficient
of this questionnaire was calculated as 0.89. Structural equation model method
was used using PLS software to check the relationship of statistical hypotheses
related to them. To check the validity of the construct, the confirmatory factor
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analysis method was used, and to analyze the main hypotheses of the research,
the path analysis method was used in Smart PLS software. Sobel test was used
for the effect of mediator variable in relation to other two variables.

Results

The most members of the statistical sample in the categories with the highest
frequency related to the total family income of 2 to 5 million (122 people), self-
employed (202 people), bachelor's education (160 people), single status (228
people) and use of Telegram (148 people) were placed. In addition, 228
members of the sample were men and 156 were women. The average age was
31.71 years and the average sports activity history was 8.94 years, 7.53 days per
month and 5.12 hours per week. The components of education (0.919),
innovation (0.889), social participation (0.882), information (0.780) and
cultivation (0.730), in order of the effect coefficient, significantly explain the
role of social media. The components of sports participation (0.834),
achievement of sports participation (0.766) and intention to participate in sports
(0.640) significantly explain sports participation, respectively.

Discussion

The results showed that the dimensions of education, modernization, social
participation, in the order of priority, have a significant role in explaining the
function structure of virtual media. All 5 roles had a high role coefficient. In
explaining the amount and priority of the role of these dimensions, we can
discuss and draw conclusions from two perspectives. First of all, due to the
decrease in trust in the national media and the sudden increase in the trend
towards new social networks, these new media play a very effective role in
today's society in all 5 functional areas. From another point of view, it can be
said that since many social challenges have caused people to have more
information and entertainment approach to the media and there are fewer people
who consume media based on their lifestyle. Among the behavior patterns in the
society, the topics of physical activity and sports participation have unique
aspects in individual and collective dimensions (Safari, 2012). Having a regular
and useful sports activity requires practical knowledge, which is the best way to
have continuous access to that media (Educational role). Sports activities are
constantly dynamic and innovative, and these changes reach the customers in
the media space (The role of modernization). Sports participation is not
necessarily limited to physical presence with other athletes and participating
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people, but continuous communication between sports activists is going on in
the media space (The role of social participation). News related to sports
activities, especially at the local and urban level, especially events such as
family walks, morning sports, and neighborhood sports festivals, and
advertisements related to sports clubs are of general interest and people follow
such news (The role of information).

Sports as a cultural category can be cultured by the media (The role of culture).

The role of sports media consumption can be discussed more practically.
Therefore, it can be said that although trust in the national media has decreased
and there has been a sudden increase in the tendency towards new social
networks, these new media play a very effective role in today's society; But most
of these networks are filtered one after another and out of normal access.
Therefore, proper access to the Internet and social networks is one of the
important concerns, which has been prioritized by the respondents in this finding.

Based on the results of the research, it can be said that the role of new media in
attracting people to public sports is mostly guided by attitudinal, interactive and
consumption components. Sports participation habits change and fluctuate over
time. Also, due to the availability of new technologies, including the Internet, as
well as the lack of trust caused by world events and the fear of a shaky future,
sports trends are always changing; and as a result, it is necessary to increase the
spread of sports information through new social and virtual networks based on
the diversity of sports interests.

keywords: Sports Media, Sport for All, Sport Attitude, Sports Interaction,
Tehran Citizens.
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