T

University Of
Sport Development and Management "'Ef,ﬁ::

Vol. 13, Iss. 1, Serial No. 37
DOI: 10.22124/jsmd.2021.18265.2456

Quarterly Journal of

Research Paper

Forecasting Success of football Clubs in the Asian Champions League
Behzad Soheilit, Hossein Abdolmaleki?*, Mehdi Babaei®

Received: Dec 01, 2020 Accepted: Sep 14, 2021

Abstract
Objective: In professional sports, predicting factors of success is very vital
and important and is always in question. The failure of teams in the leagues
has been a constant issue and progress and gaining status has been a
challenge for all clubs; Therefore, the purpose of this study was predicting
the success of football clubs in the Asian Champions League.
Methodology: The present study is descriptive-correlational. Seven Asian
countries that won the AFC Champions League between 2014 and 2019
were analyzed. At the level of descriptive statistics, mean and standard
deviation, and at the level of inferential statistics, because the response
variable (success) was a qualitative variable, the logistic regression model
was used. Data analysis was performed using SPSS software.
Results: Findings showed that 80% of the success of clubs in the AFC
Champions League is correctly identified using the research model and
foreign players, the average value of each player, the total value of the club
and the number of players in a team have a positive impact on the success of
football clubs in the AFC Champions League. And the age of the players has
a negative effect, in other words, the lower average age can contribute to the
success of football clubs in the AFC Champions League.
Conclusion: Therefore, these factors are considered as a comparative
advantage for the success of clubs and managers and stakeholders are
suggested to put the necessary planning and investment on their agenda to
achieve these things.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

Football can be considered as one of the indicators of development at the
international level, so the success of football clubs is very important and clubs
in the world of scarce resources should identify what makes them successful
and invest accordingly (Georgievski, Labadze, & Aboelsoud, 2019). But the
lack of success of teams in the leagues has been a constant issue and progress
and gaining a position has been a challenge for all clubs; Therefore, managers,
officials, sports federations and clubs and even researchers are trying to clarify
the different dimensions of this issue. Georgewski, Labadze, Abuelsud (2019)
state in their research that the success of the club in sports is a relative term.
While some teams are always trying to win the leagues, others are happy just to
be in the competition. But before the start of each season, sports experts analyze
the potential for teams to underperform or exceed expectations based on the
money spent, the experience of team members and other quantitative and
gualitative perceptions.

Methodology

The current research is descriptive of the correlation type. The research data were
selected from the clubs of seven Asian countries that had more prestigious leagues
and had a history of winning in the Asian Clubs League/Asian Champions League.
For this purpose, the representatives of these seven countries in the Asian
Champions League between 2014 and 2019 were analyzed. These seven countries
included four countries in the West Asia region (Iran, United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar) and three countries in the East Asia region (Japan, South Korea
and China). In order to analyze the data, at the level of descriptive statistics of the
mean and standard deviation and at the level of inferential statistics, because the
response variable (success or failure) was a binary variable, the logistic regression
model was used. Also, among the common forecasting methods, logistic regression
does not require many assumptions and is one of the multivariate statistical methods
that can be used to evaluate the relationship between independent variables, even
though they are confounding, and the dependent variable (categorical event) based
on Predictor variables are used in the model (Mansori et al., 2016). Data analysis
was done using SPSS software.
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Results

By examining the background of the research, the success factors of football
clubs that were mentioned in most of the research included: age, number of
players in the team in each season, value of each player, market value of the
club and number of foreign players. Also, the answer variable in this research is
the success of the clubs, which means the championship in the Asian
Champions League. The required information regarding the research variables
was taken from the website (www.transfermarkt.com) on May 15, 2020, this
website was also used in past research such as Varmus et al. (2020). This
research has focused on the value of clubs and players and the number of
players and foreign players and their age. According to the findings of the
research, it can be said that the accuracy of the research model has a very high
percentage and 80% of the success of the clubs in the Asian Champions League
is recognized with this model. In fact, these findings show that the success of
football clubs in the Asian Champions League is very predictable.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this research showed that the number of foreign players can
predict the success of football clubs in the Asian Champions League. The
results of this research are in line with the research results of VVarmus, Kobina,
Adamik (2020). In their research, they concluded that there is a relationship
between the presence of foreign players in competitions and the success of clubs
in domestic and European competitions, and if a higher percentage of foreign
players are present in league competitions, clubs are more successful in national
and international leagues (Varmus, Kubina, & Adamik, 2020). They also point
out that the investigated teams have a relatively significant number of foreign
players and that these players are given more opportunities than domestic
players in these tournaments. This shows a significant change in club thinking.
The results showed that the number of players can predict the success of
football clubs in the Asian Champions League. Players are the main part of
football. A team that has particularly well-known players must support their
high salary costs, which can be an effective factor in reducing operating income.
Conversely, a fleet of talented players is a source of increased revenue and also
contributes to the club's public appeal and reputation, thereby positively
impacting the value of the football club. In fact, players are one of the assets of
the clubs, which on the one hand affect the value of the clubs, and on the other
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hand, improve sports performance and success, which, as a result, attract more
fame and fans, and the income from ticket sales, television broadcasting rights,
financial support and business increase (Tiscini & Strologo, 2016). The success
of a professional club mainly depends on their ability to assemble the best team.
Modern professional football is actually a money game where when more
investment is made to buy talented players, the team performs better and rich
clubs are willing to pay millions of euros for a qualified player. Therefore,
professional clubs must maintain exclusive player resources to achieve better
performance in domestic and international competitions.

Keywords: Value of Clubs, Players, Football, Champions League, Success.
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