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Abstract:
Objective: Economic security is one of the most important aspects of
national security and one of the most important principles of the basic
infrastructure of countries to achieve economic development and improve
the level of social welfare; The present study tried to identify the concepts
and functions of sport in empowering economic security.
Methodology: The method of the present study was qualitative and in order
to explain the paradigm design of the subject under study. The statistical
population was equal to the study sample and included 13 experts (books«
articles« notes: etc.) in the field of sports economics and political economy
who were selected using snowball sampling and theoretical saturation.
Results: Findings of the present study indicated after studying the related
concepts and using the Delphi technique sport had 27 concepts in providing
economic security, which were finally classified into 3 categories: health,
employment, and investment.
Conclusion: Sport is a low-cost and useful tool in creating wealth< which
seems to require special attention in the three areas of employment,
investment and health can contribute to the economic development of the
country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

The economic crisis has become one of the main problems in Iran. The
increasing tendency of people to play sports and the need to consume sports
goods and services has caused the sports industry to experience an
unprecedented revenue generation process and make a significant contribution
to the economies of countries. Although issues related to economic security
have been studied by scholars from various aspects in the fields of economics,
economic sociology and international relations, its status is still not well known
in the Iranian sports literature; Therefore, the present study seeks to explain the
position of sport in providing security and economy and further explain the
phenomenon that sport has a role in the development of economic security of
the Islamic Republic of Iran?

Methodology

Since the purpose of this study was to design the role of sport in strengthening
economic security, the qualitative research method has been used in the form of
Delphi technique. Initially, we tried to discover the basic concepts by using
concepts related to the field of security and sports and studying more than 50
works related to sports and economic security, such as economic sanctions on
sports, and then using semi-structured interviews with 13 experts. In this area,
these concepts were developed and categorized. Snowball sampling method was
used for sampling. To estimate the sample size, the sampling process continues
to the point where theoretical saturation is achieved. This means that by
selecting the zigzags of the interviewees and then implementing and analyzing
them immediately, this process is repeated so that no new findings are added to
the previous ones. The questions of the present study were divided into the
following two general categories:

1) What role do you think sport plays in the security of the economy?

2) What is the position of sports in employment and income security?
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Results

In the first round of Delphi and according to the average, out of 30 concepts, 3
concepts as very insignificant indicators (job expansion, maximum participation
of people, promotional items in official and international sports) and 27
important and very important concepts. Were recognized as important. In
addition, due to the semi-openness of the questionnaire, the experts approved
the quality of the questionnaire, which is a sign of validity. In the second round
of Delphi, all the results of the first round along with a questionnaire were
provided to the experts; According to experts, in the second round, all indicators
of the first round were approved and recognized as important and very
important factors of sports in strengthening economic security. Among the
concepts related to economic security, the three categories of health,
investment, employment and income generation had the highest average in
terms of sample studies, respectively; The most important questions from the
study sample after explaining about sports and economic security in two
categories were 1) investment security 2) employment security and income.

Discussion and Conclusion

Due to its attractive and influential nature, sport has been able to have a billion
audience, especially in the super sports events of the Olympic Games, Formula
One competitions, the European Champions League, etc. Many investors try to
use the sports tribune to invest in and further promote their products and
services, as exemplified by the investment of Roman Abramovich, owner of
Gazprom, which is the largest gas exporter to Chelsea and football teams. It was
seen that after the company's investment in this field, a lot of field and media
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advertisements during the matches of these teams in the European Champions
League are dedicated to this company; The findings of this study indicated
providing appropriate services to customers and maximum participation of
people and different strata as appropriate conditions for investors. Researchers
also believes that government fiscal policies have the greatest impact on sports
investors in the short and long term. Finally, according to the research findings,
it is suggested:

1. The position of sports in the development of economic diplomacy has shown
that one of the ways out of the current post-embargo situation is the need to pay
attention to sports goods and services.

Due to the friendly and benevolent nature of sports, especially some distinctive
Iranian producers, it can be the beginning of the development of sports
economic diplomatic activities.

Given the role of sport as a consistent lever in ensuring public health, the need
to change attitudes from spending on treatment to spending on prevention in the
form of sports activities can be effective.

Sport is a low-cost and useful tool in creating wealth, which seems to require
special attention in the three areas of employment, investment and health can
contribute to the economic development of the country.

Keywords: Sport Events, Political Economy, Index, Copenhagen Theory
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