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Abstract
Objective: The development of sports at the macro level depends on the
development of sport fields. Shooting sport as a medal-winning, national and
religious discipline can also play an important role in this regard. Therefore,
the purpose of this study was to identify and Prioritizing barriers to the
development of this sport in Iran.
Methodology: The method of the present research is a mixed and
consecutive exploratory design. The qualitative phase was performed using
thematic analysis method and the quantitative phase was performed using
Savara ranking technique. Statistical population includes; they were experts
in the field of shooting in Iran and the content analysis method was used to
analyze the data and the SWARA method was used to rank the obstacles.
Participants in the qualitative stage included 12 athletes, coaches, judges and
executives in the field of shooting, and in the quantitative section included 6
of the same people.
Results: The results showed that the main obstacles to the development of
shooting discipline in Iran include a total of 127 key subcategories in the
form of 17 sub-themes, which in order of priority, in 6 main themes;
Economic, supportive, facilities and equipment, managerial, social, cultural
and human barriers are categorized.
Conclusion: The development of the field of shooting in Iran requires full
knowledge of the relevant managers of economic, support, facilities and
equipment, management, social, cultural and human barriers as obstacles to
the development of this field and the development of a strategic plan to
eliminate and facilitate them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

A wide review of the literature shows that the field of sports development has
been of great interest to domestic and foreign researchers and a lot of research
has been done. However, so far, the concept of shooting field development has
not received the attention of domestic and foreign researchers. Therefore, it can
be said that one of the reasons for the decline and lack of progress in the field of
shooting sports in the aspect of championship sports in the last few years is the
lack of detailed examination and study of the weaknesses and strengths in this
field by the relevant officials. Considering the importance of shooting sport (in
various materials) which is considered as a medal-winning sport in the country,
therefore, the importance of conducting academic research in the field of
development of this sport in the country is twofold. In this regard, the present
research was conducted with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the
obstacles to the development of shooting sports in Iran.

Methodology

The research method of the present research is mixed and of the sequential
exploratory design (qualitative-quantitative). First, the qualitative method was
performed using the thematic analysis point of view, and then the quantitative
method was performed using the Swara ranking technique. Through the
purposeful sampling method, the participants in this research included; the
officials of the federation of this period and the previous period were the heads
of provincial boards, coaches, athletes and referees of this sport. The interviews
continued until theoretical saturation was reached. This was achieved with the
participation of 12 people (9+3) from the statistical sample of the research. In
order to analyze the qualitative data, the theme analysis method was used. In the
guantitative part, the ranking of extracted components was done by the Swara
method. In order to check the reliability of the information produced in this
research, the researcher maintained his long contact with the research
environment and used the analysis of negative cases and the adequacy of data
references. Also, the method of control and review by experts and researchers
was used to validate the categories and categorize them. In other words, in this
research, in order to increase the reliability, all the initial codes were reviewed
by the researcher after the end of coding each interview and reaching the main
themes. In addition, in order to increase the verifiability, the secondary and
main themes obtained from the interviews were presented to three primary
participants for review and confirmation, and their suggested points were
applied. Through these measures, the reliability of the information produced in
this research was satisfie.
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Results

12 interviews were conducted with experts. These experts were people who
were familiar with the field of study or were active or have an opinion.
According to the results of descriptive statistics, 7 of the interviewers were male
and 5 were female. In terms of age, 3 people (25%) of the participants are in the
range of 20-30 years old, 4 people (33%) of the participants are in the range of
30-40 years, 3 people (25%) of them are in the range of 40-50 years and 2
another 17% were over 50 years old. In terms of work experience, 5 people
(42%) had more than 20 years of experience, 5 people (42%) had more than 10
years of experience, and 2 people (17%) had less than 10 years of experience in
this profession. In order to apply thematic analysis and content analysis of the
interviews, first the text of each interview was implemented from the recorded
video of the interview session and completed using the notes taken during the
interview sessions. After a detailed study of these texts, at first, for each of the
prepared interviews, all independent ideas were identified in the form of
concepts and primary codes. Since the process of qualitative research has a non-
linear nature, the process of categorization was repeated many times and finally,
after multi-step categorization, extracted concepts were formed in the form of
subcategories, categories and main themes. The results showed that the main
obstacles to the development of shooting discipline in Iran include a total of 127
key subcategories in the form of 17 sub-themes, which in order of priority, in 6
main themes; Economic, supportive, facilities and equipment, managerial,
social, cultural and human barriers are categorized.

Discussion and Conclusion

The development of different sports disciplines is one of the pillars of the
development of the sports industry in any country (Molaei et al., 2017). In this
regard, the aim of the current research was to identify and prioritize the
obstacles to the development of shooting in Iran. The results showed that there
are a total of 115 categories in the form of 17 sub-themes, which are in the order
of priority in 6 main themes; Economic, support, facilities and equipment,
managerial, social, cultural and human obstacles are categorized, they are the
main obstacles to the development of shooting in Iran. The development of
sports at the macro level is dependent on the development of sports fields. The
pathology and analysis of the reasons for the lack of development of the
shooting field is of great importance, which is addressed in this research. As it
can be said, the current research has comprehensively identified and prioritized
the factors and obstacles in the development of shooting in Iran and has brought
theoretical knowledge and practical insight in this field. Therefore, the relevant
organizations such as the Ministry of Sports, the National Olympic Committee,
the shooting federation, the general sports and youth departments of the
provinces and finally, the shooting boards of the provinces and cities should
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have a full understanding and knowledge of these factors and the obstacles to
the development of the field in accordance with the results of the current
research. Shooting, according to the importance and priority of the obstacles,
developed long and short-term strategies and plans in order to remove these
obstacles in the shortest possible time and facilitate and accelerate the
development of this field.

To achieve this, the following practical suggestions are presented: allocation of
sufficient funds from the Ministry of Sports, activation of the marketing
committee in the federation and the boards to earn money from various
marketing methods, provision of equipment for athletes at low cost, all-round
support of the federation for athletes and coaches. Supporting the establishment
of shooting clubs and schools, compiling and implementing reward and
encouragement programs, fulfilling the obligations of the authorities, increasing
and developing infrastructure, equipping shooting halls with up-to-date facilities
and equipment, observing justice and increasing access to facilities in all
provinces. Basic use of places for the development of shooting, appointment of
managers and officials from sports graduates and veterans of this field,
formulation of strategic planning of shooting, formulation of a comprehensive
talent search program, adequate control and supervision of the programs,
providing the possibility of media coverage of the competitions, culture
building, informing and encouraging the family generalizing shooting in
society, attracting world-class trainers, holding coaching courses and
knowledge-building workshops, activating the delegations of all provinces of
the country, using volunteer forces, etc.

Finally, although the pathological process of shooting begins with the
recognition of obstacles and their prioritization. But this process continues by
presenting the work solutions, their operational methods and evaluating the
results. As a result, it is suggested to the researchers and future researchers in
the field of sports management in the country to further evaluate these three
aspects in the continuation of scientific research in this field.

Keywords: Shooting, Sport Development, Barriers to development,
Championship sport.
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