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Abstract
Objective: The present research examines special sports events as a tool for
para-diplomacy in the border regions of Kermanshah province.
Methodology: The current research adopts a qualitative approach and falls
under the category of grounded theory. The data collection tools utilized in
this study involve in-depth and semi-structured interviews with key
stakeholders of special events, diplomacy, and para-diplomacy in the
province. The interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved.
Additionally, a snowball sampling method was employed to select
interviewees, and the data obtained from 14 interviews were coded and
analyzed using the grounded theory approach.
Results: A total of 751 initial codes were extracted from the interview
analysis. After extracting similar codes and eliminating duplicates, 259 open
initial codes were identified. Concepts obtained in the stage of core coding in
the form of a paradigmatic model include influential causal conditions such as
potential capacities and facilities, intervening conditions such as the
weaknesses of diplomacy within the country, contextual conditions such as
financial requirements, appropriate actions and strategies, including Sports
event development and media development were reported as consequences.
Conclusion: Paradiplomacy, as a novel approach, and special sports events,
as instruments, should be utilized by governmental figures to advance this
approach, leveraging all available capacities in border provinces for national
development, regional interaction improvement, and shaping public opinion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

Peacebuilding is one of the essential concepts in world and international relations.
States, within the framework of international laws and regulations, strive to
prevent the outbreak of wars and, if such a situation arises, to establish peace by
extinguishing the flames of conflict. Sports, as a common language and cultural
exchange, can contribute to strengthening international relations and resolving
international disputes. Moreover, it can provide suitable opportunities for
interaction between nations and cultures. Team sports and international sporting
events allow individuals to enter the cultural and sports arena of other countries,
fostering mutual understanding and cultural exchange. These interactions and
exchanges can promote a culture of peace, mutual respect, and better
understanding among nations.

Sports competitions, at their peak of focus and interaction, set aside political and
religious issues. The proximity and bordering of Kermanshah province with Iraq,
along with its long borders, have always posed significant threats and risks to
Iran. On the one hand, border issues have influenced the lives of people in border
regions, their culture, customs, economy, perspective, and social conditions,
turning it into a human threat. On the other hand, the imposed war and its
consequences, smuggling, and terrorism, as a legacy of Irag, have consistently
impacted Iran's economic progress, security, and stability. Kermanshah province
has experienced tensions, such as the emergence of terrorist groups from Iraq,
which have escalated insecurity in this region in recent years.

Given the importance of the border region and the geopolitical-political position
of Kermanshah province, we seek to determine whether we can reduce existing
tensions at this border or prevent more severe tensions in the future through
special events and sports diplomacy. The research method, considering the
objective, population, and sample, research design, and data analysis approach
has been examined. Since this research aims to develop knowledge boundaries
and theories related to the topic of sports diplomacy, it is fundamentally oriented.
On the other hand, considering that the results of this research could be used by
officials organizing special events in Kermanshah, it can be regarded as an
applied study. In this research, since the researcher aimed to investigate special
sports events as a tool for border region sports diplomacy, a quantitative approach
couldn't serve as the research foundation, as no previous research has been
conducted in this field. Therefore, utilizing qualitative research capabilities such
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as depth and attention to the phenomena, a qualitative approach was adopted in
this research

Methodology

The qualitative content analysis of the research was conducted based on a
systematic study of documentary sources and semi-structured interviews. In this
study, 14 semi-structured interviews were conducted to gather data related to
sports diplomacy. Data collection in this research employed both library-based
and field-based methods. Interviews were used to identify and extract concepts
of sports diplomacy. Through a review of the literature and guidance from
advisors, semi-structured interview guestions were designed. The respondents
were allowed open-ended responses to ensure their answers fit within the pre-
designed conceptual framework. A total of 6 main questions were explored
concerning the research topic.

The population of this study includes two components: the human population
(current and former sports and youth administration managers in Kermanshah
province, sports management professors, coaches, and former athletes of special
sports events in Kermanshah province, executive officials, and event organizers
of special sports events) and the study population (articles and documents related
to the research). The sampling of interviewees was based on criteria such as
professional experience and relevant expertise. The selection was theoretical,
purposive, and employed the snowball sampling technique to achieve theoretical
saturation. By conducting open and axial coding stages, the researcher reached
the phenomenon of sports diplomacy as the focus of investigation or central
phenomenon, and other concepts were organized around this central
phenomenon, leading to the development of a paradigm model.

Results

A total of 751 initial codes were extracted from the interview analysis. After
extracting similar codes and eliminating duplicates, 259 open initial codes were
identified. The concepts derived were organized into a paradigm model,
encompassing influential conditions such as potential capacities and capabilities,
adjacency, and tourist potentials. Intervention factors, including weaknesses in
domestic diplomacy, lack of formal policy, cultural and software barriers,
limitations in international communications, and other obstacles, require careful
examination and management. Contextual conditions, such as financial
requirements, cultural infrastructure, software and hardware needs, cooperation
contracts, event organization, and political platforms, need to be established.
Appropriate actions and strategies, including event development, enhancing
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hosting capacities, precise planning of special sports events, attracting
investments, inter-unit collaboration, strategy formulation, and establishing legal
frameworks and effective communications, are crucial. The research reports
positive economic implications, trade development in sports, peace enhancement,
social consequences, knowledge and experience exchange, awareness creation,
and cultural implications as the consequences of the study.

Discussion and Conclusion

Paradiplomacy is a notable title that emphasizes the importance of subnational
entities in cross-border relations. Provinces or constituent states sometimes
establish cultural or trade offices in foreign countries and negotiate with foreign
authorities, collaborating with their counterparts in other nation-states. These
interactions encompass educational, sports, cultural exchanges, as well as
commercial efforts and investments. Sports, as a social activity, holds a close
connection with culture and the development of diverse societies, making it one
of the most effective tools for progress. Non-governmental organizations are also
significant global sources for extensive communications and achieving the goals
of countries and nations, with their remarkable influence on international
equations. This research delves into the subject of special sports events as a tool
for paradiplomacy in the border regions of Kermanshah province. Employing a
data-based strategy and the Strauss-Corbin paradigm, it addresses important axes
discussed in the research findings. Ultimately, it concludes that paradiplomacy,
as an emerging political capacity for subnational units, can be utilized by
governments. Subnational units in Kermanshah province can contribute to the
country's goals and development by leveraging the existing potential for
organizing sports events, provided certain authorities are delegated to them
through contracts and commitments to national interests. Authorities can also act
on existing policies and potentials, as well as shared interests between border
cities, to optimally utilize these capacities. In conclusion, paradiplomacy emerges
as a significant instrument, emphasizing the strengthening of peace and
international relations in the western region. With an understanding of its causes,
context, intervention factors, and the implementation of appropriate measures and
strategies, desirable outcomes can be achieved that extend beyond the realm of
sports. This research assists in academic understanding of the potential of sports
diplomacy and provides insights for policymakers and practitioners seeking to
utilize sports events for regional peace and cooperation.
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