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Abstract
Purpose: This paper aims at investigating the content of qualitative-based
research on sport management published in scientific research journals indexed
in the Islamic World Citation Database.
Methodology: 166 qualitative articles published in scientific research journals
approved by the Ministry of Science during the years 1390 to 1399 were
analyzed. We use a coding checklist which validity is confirmed by sports
management experts. Also, the reliability of the checklist was obtained using
the agreement coefficient between the coders of 88.50%.
Finding: findings of this work demonstrate that majority of the articles employ
the grounded theory (66/8%). furthermore, semi-structured interview (56/6%)
appear to be the most popular data collection method, purposive sampling
(29/5%) open, axial, and selective coding (82/5%) seem to be the most popular
ones. Also, in many of articles (41%), no data triangulation is reported. In
addition, only in ten percent of cases, present suggestions and recommendation
for future researchers.
Conclusion: In recent years, an increasing trend for qualitative-based research
in the sport management literature has been observed. Therefore, by
highlighting the weaknesses and limitations of qualitative studies, solutions to
improve future studies have been proposed.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

Scientific-research publications in sports management are among the
publications that provide multiple qualitative-quantitative articles in different
fields related to sports management, and by analyzing their content, one can
take a step toward improving the scientific process of sports management
(Ghasemi, Noorbaksh & Taperashi, 2010). Content analysis is a standard
method that is used to study and identify the characteristics of recorded
information such as magazines, books, and websites, and it enables the
researcher to analyze a large amount of information with the aim of examining
the objective process and source content. It is easily organized (Gholami, 2016).
In recent years, a large volume of sports management articles has been
conducted using qualitative methods. Therefore, the analysis of these studies
will provide a better understanding of this field of studies in a specific time
frame, the goal setting of the scientific movement, and the determination of
research priorities in this field. In this context, researchers also state that the
content of sports management articles should be challenged and this matter
should be developed at any time (Pitts, Danylchuk, & Quarterman, 2014).

Methodology

The current research is a content analysis, which analyzed the content of
gualitative researches on sports management published in scientific research
journals indexed in the reference database of the Islamic World Science. For
this purpose, by examining all the issues of these publications (between 1390
and 1399), the researcher identified the published qualitative articles and
categorized them for analysis. The data collection tool in this research was a
coding sheet whose content and validity was confirmed by 5 experts of sports
management and qualitative research. Next, the required data were collected
using the approved tool and according to the coding instructions. In order to
determine the reliability of the tool, two trained people independently coded all
the publications. SPSS26 and Word Cloud software were used for data analysis.

Results

The results showed that the highest number of qualitative researches were
published in the Journal of Sports Management Studies (33 articles), the authors
of the Universities of Tehran (55 articles), Tarbiat Modares (22 articles) and
Allameh Tabatabai (20 articles) have the highest number of articles among
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qualitative articles. Grounded theory or foundation data is very different from
other methods. So that 111 articles (66.8 percent) were done with grounded
theory method and only 1 article (0.6 percent) was done with semiotic analysis
method. It is worth considering that 25 articles (15.1%) did not present a
specific method in their writing. Among the reviewed articles, 15 articles (9%)
used Max Kyuda software, 8 articles (5%) used Atlas T software, and 6 articles
(4%) used En Vivo software, and 137 articles (82%) were written by the
researcher and They were coded without using any software. The content
analysis shows that only 59 articles (35.5 percent) are multiple data sources, 1
article (0.6 percent) from multiple methods, 19 articles (11.4 percent) from
multiple researchers, and 19 articles (11.4 percent) percent) had used two
approaches simultaneously or more. Among these, 68 articles (41 percent) did
not use any method to triplicate their research. Also, among the 166 reviewed
qualitative articles, 100 articles (60.2%) admitted that they used research audit
and 71 articles (42.8%) used member control. Out of 166 reviewed articles, only
15 articles (9 percent) presented limitations and research suggestions for future
researchers at the end of their research, and 151 articles (91 percent) did not
address this issue.

Discussion and Conclusion

In the present study, 14 scientific-research publications approved by the
Ministry of Science and indexed in the reference database of the Islamic world
were examined and content analyzed. Surveys show that the methodological
orientations in the country's studies have little proportionality with foreign
studies, and the effect of foreign studies of sports management on domestic
products has been more in other fields and research dimensions. Due to the fact
that qualitative researches basically study people and phenomena in their natural
environment and the interaction with the investigated factors takes place
according to their own characteristics and the presentation of the results is
interpretive. Also, there are no predetermined principles and rules for data
analysis and methodology. This issue causes concern about the unreliability of
the results and the entry of personal judgments of the researcher into the
research, it is clear that there are several reasons for researchers to use tested
versions of qualitative research methods in the field of sports management.
However, the argument of authoritative authors suggests that in order to develop
the field of sports management, we need to challenge our thinking and accept
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some alternative methods (Shaw & Hoeber, 2016). The present research is only
limited to the review of scientific productions of the type of article. A content
analysis can be done on other scientific productions in the field of sports
management (such as theses, treatises and research projects) that have been
done with a qualitative method. Perhaps, due to the more complete and
comprehensive content of these scientific productions, the process of qualitative
research in the field of sports management can be drawn better.
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