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Abstract
Objective: Sport system in different regions of the world is managed
differently. This feature has led to the formation of various functions of
sports in political situations. The purpose of this study was to explore the
sports challenges in the political system of the Kurdistan Region.
Methodology: The researcher used semi-structured interview protocols and
action research strategy to collect data from 35 experts in the field of sports
policy. Thematic analysis is used to analyze the data.
Results: The results show there are nine categories of decision-making
authorities, classification system, ultra-sport organization, sports actors,
financial support, national and regional competitions, scientific management
and research, talent system and media, which includes 3 main themes: the
indeterminate of the sport structure, advancing of sports in personalized way
and instrumental use of sport system by political parties were determinatinig
of sport in the political system of the Iragi Kurdistan region.
Conclusion: Based on the results of the research, it can be argued that the
challenges of sports in the political system of Kurdistan region are very
complex and extensive. Accordingly, the proposed research framework can
be helpful for disionmakers to have a systematice and thorough
understanding of these challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem

With a review of sports policies in different countries of the world, we find out.
Why governments implement sports policies. The main reason for these studies
is for countries to know each other's political and sports systems and to
understand the cultural and political conditions of each nation. Cultural values,
historical contexts and political associations of a nation are evident in their
sports system (Hallmann & Petry, 2013; Heinemann, 2005). Sport system in
different regions of the world is managed differently. This feature has led to the
formation of various functions of sports in political situations. The purpose of
this study was to explore the sports challenges in the political system of the
Kurdistan Region. Therefore, the present study seeks to answer the question,
what are the challenges of sports in the political system of the Kurdistan
Region?

Methodology

This research was done with an exploratory nature and with the aim of
expanding the existing knowledge and understanding about the challenges of
sports in the political system of Iragi Kurdistan. Also, this research is qualitative
based on data search (Andrew, Pedersen & Mcevoy, 2019). The researcher used
semi-structured interview protocols and action research strategy to collect data
from 35 experts in the field of sports policy. Thematic analysis is used to
analyze the data. Through the purposeful-judgmental sampling method, the
participants in this research were all the stakeholders who directly or indirectly
affect the sports of Iraqi Kurdistan. These actors included politicians and
parliamentarians in the sports commissions of the fifth and previous periods of
the parliament, Kurdistan sports managers, presidents and members of the
Kurdistan Olympic Committee, club presidents, sports science experts, media
and sports reporters, veterans and sports critics. In order to analyze the
gualitative data, the theme analysis method was used (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
In this research, in order to increase credibility, all primary codes were reviewed
by the researcher after the end of coding each interview and reaching the main
themes, and the extracted codes were given to expert colleagues for review and
verification. In addition, in order to increase the verifiability, the secondary and
main themes obtained from the interviews were presented to three primary
participants for review and confirmation, and their suggested points were applied.
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Results

In order to apply thematic analysis and analyze the content of the interviews,
first the text of each interview was implemented from the audio recorded from
the interview session and completed using the notes taken during the interview
sessions. After a careful study of these texts, independent ideas were identified
in the form of concepts and primary codes. A total of 47 components were
identified in the nine main categories of decision-making authority,
classification system, extra-sports organization, sports players, financial
support, national and regional competitions, management and scientific
research, talent search and media. This category was classified in the form of 3
main themes: 1- instrumental use and exercise of party power in sports, 2-
fluidity of the structure and management of sports, and 3- promotion of sports in
a tasteful way and disregarding the capacities of sports.

Discussion and Conclusion

Instrumental use and the party power in sports, the fluidity of the structure and
management of sports, and the promotion of sports in a tasteful way and
disregarding the capacities of sports are the main themes of this study, which
has caused the position of sports in the Kurdistan region with many political
challenges. The AKP party in Turkey, which has been in political and
governmental power since 2002, uses sports as a political tool for the purpose of
international issues and Turkey's recognition in the world, as well as increasing
its internal power. Also, Lebanon, having ethnic diversity, uses sports as a tool
for their ethnic and party superiority (Reiche, 2011; Nassif & Amara, 2015;
Tinaz, 2019). Based on the results of the research, it can be argued that the
challenges of sports in the political system of Kurdistan region are very
complex and extensive. Accordingly, the proposed research framework can be
helpful for disionmakers to have a systematice and thorough understanding of
these challenges.
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