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Abstract

Privatization can be considered as public participation in all levels of the country's
economy and indirect oversight of government in affairs. The present study was to
investigate the challenges and opportunities of privatization of Esteghlal and Persepolis
clubs. The research method was qualitative mixed and the components were
quantitatively. Semi-structured interview method was used to collect data. The
statistical population included managers, referees, players, lawyers, coaches, university
professors, officials of Sport and Youth office, officials of the Ministry of Economy and
Finance, media experts, veterans and fans who worked in football and the private sector.
A semi-structured interview was conducted. After reaching theoretical saturation, the
interview was stopped and a questionnaire was sent to 384 subjects in the quantitative
part. The face validity of this questionnaire was confirmed by 8 professors of sport
management and its reliability was obtained as 86% using Cronbach's alpha.
Descriptive statistics were used for statistical calculation and Friedman test was used to
rank the components. In the challenges section, management with 4.04% was the most
important case and in the opportunities section, the management and economy with 3%
were the most influential cases to allocate these two clubs to the private sector. The
results indicated that effective steps should be taken to get these two clubs out of
government monopoly by providing the necessary financial resources, managers'
attention to the private sector to enter the stock market and positive business
competition of clubs to attract efficient private sectors.
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