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Abstract

Objective: The irreplaceable role of cities in economic, cultural and political
development of countries, their challenges and problems and the difficulty of
their management has resulted in an increasing significance of theories,
experiences and strategies concerning city transformation. In the relevant
literature, numerous concepts and approaches try to offer images of future of
cities. One of these concepts is smart cities. Also, participative foresight can
play a role in creating future images of cities. This study seeks to offer
recommendations on how to create local and brand-new images of futures of
cities in Iran and improve the quality of urban foresight practices.

Method: A thick report of an event ethnography has been given from a
foresight workshop conducted in Isfahan municipality about futures of Isfahan,
1420, based on observations, field notes by ethnographers and the theoretical
interpretation of them.

Findings: Utilization of participative deliberation and foresight techniques and
event ethnography to create images of future is the innovative dimension of this
paper.

Conclusion: Adding materiality to future, deconstruction of technological
utopianism discourse, conceptualization of foresight as a social capacity
deriving from civic epistemologies and agonism, moving beyond used futures,
and creation of neologisms can improve urban foresight practices.

Keywords: Urban Foresight, Smart City, Foresight Workshop, Roadmap, Event
Ethnography.
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2. Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
3. Information and Communication technology

4. Emerging technologies

5. Participative foresight
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1. Bio-plastics

2. Vertical agriculture

3. Smart health
4. Augmented Reali
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. Inter-subjective images

. Social constructs

. Action research

. Future workshop

. Roadmap

. Cambridge university

. Participative deliberation

. Possible futures

. Cumulative discussion flow
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3. Collaborative event ethnography
4. Thick description
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1. Graphic recording
2. Theme
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. Co-creative

. Circular economy

. Crowd-sourcing

. Crowd-funding

. Crowd-funding

. Agriculture neighborhoods
. Pocket parks

. Start-up culture

. Unicorn companies

0. Self-sufficient buildings
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1. Rittel
2. Webber
3. Structured
4. Tame
5. Causal layered analysis
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1. Integral component
2. Used futures

3. Headlines from future
4.YouTube

5. Known knowns

6. Known unknowns

7. Unknown unknowns
8. Wild card
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1. Mika Mannermaa

2. “This is it!” thinking
3. Paradigm blindness
. Trend faith

. Over-enthusiasm

. Form

. Micro-world
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. Substantive representation

. Dubi

. Expo 2020

. Songdo

. Blueprint

. Immersive platforms

. Upgradable machine

. Technological determinism
. Reductionism

10. Grossh national happiness
11. Social capacity
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1. Hlusion of transparency

2. Progressive approximations

3. Second order change
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7. Siemens

8.Cisco
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