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ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of the research was to design a paradigmatic pattern for the development
of street football in Iran with the help of ground theory.

Methodology: The research is of a qualitative type with an applied-developmental purpose.
Participants included 21 academic experts in sports management, national football
administrative & executive managers, and 34 related scientific articles, selected through
theoretical sampling for interviews. Data analysis was conducted using open, axial & selective
coding of documents and interviews through three rounds of interviews until theoretical
saturation and consensus were achieved. The coefficient of agreement between coders was
calculated at 0.90.

Results: Qualitative results were presented in the form of 44 Categories, 179 Conceptual codes
& 226 Items within 6 Structures of the paradigmatic pattern: Causal conditions (6 categories, 32
concepts, 39 items), Central phenomenon (7 categories, 18 concepts, 22 items), Strategies (10
categories, 37 concepts, 77 items), Contextual conditions (7 categories, 31 concepts, 39 items),
Intervening conditions (6 categories, 24 concepts, 30 items), & Consequences (8 categories, 35
concepts, 59 items) across 4 axes (drivers, barriers, incentives, and requirements).

Conclusion: Achieving the desired development of street football and reaching impactful
national and transnational consequences necessitates the implementation of reforms and
managerial strategies, as well as the growth and development of regulations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
oday, football is the most attractive and popular sport in the world. Most young
people and adults interested in football turn to this exciting and beautiful sport
to spend their free time (Gohari & et al., 2020). Longman (2006) in his book "If
football is a religion, why don't we have a prayer?" It argues that football has
become a secular religion in human society with its own rituals, traditions and
passionate followers, just like the role that religion plays in and shapes other
aspects of human life. We are also witnessing the expansion of the underground economy in
Iranian football (Seyed Bagheri et al., 2025). Identifying contextual factors such as
policymaking, planning, and managerial elements can provide the necessary groundwork for the
development of street football (Moradi & Nazari, 2025).

The development of street football in the country is important in several ways:

a) It is a fun (Zamanian Yazdi et al., 2025), fitness, health-enhancing, friendship-oriented
model and a useful tool for the participation of homeless and disadvantaged people who face
challenges such as trauma, mental illness, gambling, drug and alcohol addiction, family
problems, poverty and isolation. are involved (Owen & McLuckie, 2009).

b) It is a tool for social and collective participation of citizens (Ogundipe et al., 2020). It also
affects the socialization process of teenagers who play this sport (Ayed et al., 2019).

¢) It is the most natural way to learn soccer and the starting point for developing players'
perceptive, decision-making, tactical and movement skills (Machado et al., 2019). As a result,
the development of street football, if not higher than the importance of dealing with
championship sports, is not less than that. Yousefian (2022) introduced the challenges of
financial resources, human resources, cultural-social issues, support and planning, in front of the
development of public sports. Gohari et al., (2020) By designing the country's football
development strategies, they did not mention the organization of street football. Biglari et al
(2022) considered the government's policies as an obstacle to the development of football.
Slaidin$ & Fernate (2021) considered the development of uniform and standardized technical
skills in soccer schools to decrease interest in the training process of young players. As a result,
the main issue of the research is the design of the development pattern of street football in the
country with an exploratory-qualitative research plan from the implementation path: Grounded
Theory (GT) with the structured approach of Strauss and Corbin. Considering the generality of
football in society between men and women, the lack of an efficient and effective model in the
development of the street football game, as well as the lack of sufficient research in this field
and the lack of necessary policies and strategies in this field, the question arises that What is the
ideal pattern for the development of street football in Iran?

Methodology

In terms of purpose, this research is applied-developmental and in terms of collection method, it
is among qualitative research. The participants of this research are university academic experts
in sports management, headquarters and executive managers of the country's football and 34
related scientific articles, who were selected by theoretical (judgmental) sampling & based on



this, 21 interviews were conducted, during which the 21st expert was interviewed, theoretical
saturation was achieved. For more certainty, interviews were conducted up to the 25th expert,
but no new items were added. The research data collection tool includes the use of semi-
structured questions and coding sheets for Open, Axial & selective coding for research
documents and interviews with the experts of the research group and interviews, in more than
three rounds of consultation and consensus in the 6 structures of the paradigm pattern of Strauss
and Corbin, were analyzed and finally until reaching a theoretical consensus to identify the
categories of the central phenomenon, (Causal, Contextual, Intervening) Conditions, Strategies
and Consequences were classified by inductive method. The study of records, background
literature, books, articles, theses, consultation and review experts' votes & opinions, was done
qualitatively in three steps: Stepl: library studies and compilation of interview research
questions; Step2: Collecting data by interview and Step3: After theoretical saturation,
qualitative data analysis and consensus. To be able to ensure the validity (truth) of research data,
Member Checking, auditing method, Participatory research & Triangulation were used, and in
determining its reliability (accuracy) through the preparation and application of a codified
framework for the interview, it was controlled by (coefficient of agreement between coders), P
Scott criterion. That is, randomly coding 4 interviews was given to two experienced coders
(Ph.D. students of sports management) based on the instructions of researcher-made coding
sheets, and at the end, their agreement coefficient was calculated as 0.90.

Results

In the open coding phase, there are 226 items (primary concept), in axial coding, considering the
semantic affinity of the concepts identified in 4 axes (Drivers, Barriers, Stimulators &
Requirements) with 179 secondary concepts and 44 categories with selective, which were
classified in 6 structures of the systematic paradigm pattern of Strauss and Corbin. First, by
separating the interview text into elements with messages inside lines or paragraphs, an attempt
was made to extract open codes in the form of coding sheet instructions, and in the next step,
those concepts were placed in the form of larger categories., After this stage, the categories were
classified in the form of big conceptual categories. In the second stage, axial coding was done in
four common axes (Drivers, Barriers, Stimulators & Requirements) of street football
development, and finally, with selective coding, the categories were grouped into 6 main
structures and the relationships between the categories were revealed, paradigmatic pattern &
theories were provided. Due to the wide range of open codes, only the concepts and number of
(Open, Axial & selective) codes are mentioned in the table and figure below.

Discussion and Conclusion
In this section, based on the process of coding the judgments or issues of the research and the
relationships between the categories, the following has been compiled:
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Causal conditions: 1. "Management and organizational factors”, 2.
"Advertising and information factors”, 3. "Sports infrastructures”, 4.
"Educational and competitive programs”, 5. "Financial support and

Context investment” and 6. "Cooperation" and the nparticipation of human -
S " Intervening
conditions: resources". onditions:
1. "Individual ; e
Contextual r— e e : 1. "International
- ' The main phenomenon: 1. "Advantages of playing street football as a ! factors",
factors”, R e D g T D@ : A z .
. . 1 citizen sport", 2. "Social and cultural sport”, 3. "The popularity and culture ! 2. "Economic and
2. "Intermediate | . " " . ¥ " " i ; .
of football in Iran", 4. "Recreational and entertainment game"”, 5. "An financial
Contextual . o . . . " , o
factors” 1 opportunity for the develop citizenship sports in the country”, 6. "Players' ! conditions",
3 "Macrb i safety and security" & 7. “Organizational structure reform". : 3. "Inter-
Contextual e B governm_enta}'l
factors” - - — - cooperation ",
" ! Strategies: 1. "Strategies for providing financial and support resources", 2. 4. "Political
4. "Structural ™ s x - L -~ o
Contextualizati Management strategies”, 3. "Educational and training strategies", 4. conditions and
gl fex tua 'fa i "Cooperation and partnership strategies", 5. "Strategies for holding national governance",
- Fact ors", fth »and international events and encouragement"”, 6. Infrastructure strategies",* 5. "Social and
- ei ?reiboll £ 7. "Support, safety & security strategies”, 8. "Growth strategies”, 9. cultural challenges”
BIES UETELeE "Advertising and awareness strategies" & 10. "Development of laws, &
Ggarli]:gél regulations and technology". 6. "Technological
Contextual ; factors and tools"
factors", & Consequences: 1. "Development of Sports infrastructure and equipment",
cultural "7. 2. "Technical sports results and mental health”, 3. "Social-cultural

impactful consequences”, 4. "National and transnational consequences", 5.
"Economic consequences”, 6. "Negative consequences”, 7. "Gaining
diverse sports experiences” & 8. “Increasing the use of technology,
internet and media coverage".

Figure 1. The paradigmatic model of the development of the street football game in Iran

The first case: "Advantages of playing street football as a citizenship sport", "Social and cultural sport",
"Football popularity and culture in Iran", "Recreational game and entertainment"”, "An opportunity to
develop citizenship sports in the country", "Safety and security Players" and "organizational structure
reform™ are known as the main factors in the development of street football in Iran.

The second case: "management and organization”, "advertisement and information”, "sports
infrastructure”, "educational and competitive programs”, "financial support and investment" and
"cooperation and participation of human resources" are the causal factors of the development of street
football in Iran.

The third case: the strategies of "providing financial and support resources”, "management",
"educational and training", "cooperation and participation”, "holding national and international events
and encouragement”, "infrastructure”, "support, safety and security”, "Growth", "advertisement and
awareness" and "development of laws, regulations and technology" are actions to realize the
development of street football in Iran.

The fourth case: the internal environment, including "individual background factors”, "intermediate
background factors”, "macro background factors”, "structural background factors”, "street football
playing capabilities”, "legal background factors" and "cultural background factors™ of a They provide a
specific background for the implementation of the development strategies of street football in Iran.

The fifth case: is external environment, including: "international factors", "economic and financial
conditions”, "governmental and non-governmental inter-organizational cooperation”, "political
conditions and governance", "social and cultural challenges” and "technological factors and tools" They
provide the general basis for the implementation of strategies for the development of street football in
Iran.

The sixth case: implementation of macro, intermediate and operational strategies for the development of

street football in Iran, the consequences of "Development of sports infrastructure and equipment”,



"Technical sports results and psychological health", "Social-cultural impactful consequences™, "'National
and transnational consequences", "Economic consequences”, "Negative consequences”, "Gaining diverse
sports experiences" & "Increasing the use of technology, internet and media coverage" It follows Iran in
urban communities.

Therefore, the results of the research can increase the awareness of sports and football managers
in the country in the optimal development of street football. According to the proposed pattern,
the development of the street football game in the country requires a road map and appropriate
and necessary strategies for its development. From the researcher's point of view, this is
possible in designing and compiling the ideal model for the development of street football in
Iran, considering the research gap in this field. This pattern, while increasing the knowledge of
the senior and executive managers of the sports field about the cultural, social, health and sports
functions of the street football game, revealed the capacities and opportunities available to carry
out its development programs in the country. In the end, it is suggested that football managers:
try to increase the use and employment of young, creative and innovative human resources in
planning and implementing the development model of this research and consider clear missions
to implement research strategies based on social, cultural and scientific requirements. Because
we can shape changes and we can prefer one future over another but we cannot immortalize the
past.

Originality/Value

This research presents a novel paradigmatic model for the development of street football in Iran,
highlighting its significance as both a cultural and social phenomenon. It explores the multifaceted
benefits of street football, including its role in promoting physical fitness, social inclusion, and
community engagement, which are often overlooked in traditional sports management literature.

Research Limitations/Implications

The study is limited by its qualitative approach, which may not capture the full quantitative impact of
street football development. Additionally, the research is confined to expert opinions from selected
participants, potentially introducing bias. Future research could expand the sample size and include
quantitative methods to validate the findings and enhance generalizability.

Ethical Considerations

The research adhered to ethical guidelines by ensuring informed consent from all participants and
maintaining confidentiality. The study was conducted with respect for participants' rights and dignity, and
the data collected were used solely for academic purposes.
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Figure 1. The paradigmatic model of the development of the street football game in Iran
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Table 2. Consensus of the opinions of the research group on "Iranian street football development pattern”
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